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great mystery,  where do we fit into this picture?   

How do we respond?  Do we have the wisdom of 

the wisemen, who dropped everything to follow 

the star and to worship their newborn King?  

Do we have the humility and excitement of the 

shepherds, who responded to the angel’s 

proclamation and hastened to welcome this 

tiny babe?  Do we have the faith of Mary and 

the faithfulness of Saint Joseph? There are 

songs and poems and ‘tales’ that call us to 

find our place in the Christmas story and, 

really, in our daily lives. We are all 

called to be a part of the Nativity   

scene. For instance, we hear the 

beautiful Christmas song of the 

Little Drummer Boy, ‘who had no 

gift to bring that was fit to give 

our King’. Maybe many of us 

who feel inadequate and over-

whelmed sometimes in our 

daily life and in our spiritual 

life can relate to him. God 

comes to us as a baby, in 

humble circumstances, in a 

less than perfect environment, 

precisely to welcome all of us 

where we are; and like the    

Little Drummer Boy, we need to 

play our best for Him, meaning, to 

enjoy each day that God sends us 

and the journey He sends us on, to 

experience the joy and the newness 

as children at Christmas and in our daily 

lives.  The season of Advent and then 

Christmas call us to Bethlehem where we 

meet again this tiny Babe who gives peace and 

meaning to our lives.  Hopefully, as we kneel before the 

manger on Christmas Eve this year, we too can say – we 

did our best. 

Merry Christmas!                                                                                             

Thank you for being a part                                                                                      

of the work of Saint Gianna’s! 

The image pictured here of baby Jesus surrounded 

by angels at his birth brings back happy memories 

of Christmas long ago, maybe from our childhood 

when this time of year seemed almost magical. 

For most of us as a child, Christmas was stress 

free, and even though we were busy with many 

preparations for the holy season, this was part 

of the joy and the excitement. As a child every-

thing is new: the lights and songs, the smells 

and sweets, and Saint Nicholas, the Advent 

calendar, wrapping presents, and bak-

ing … As we get older and so busy 

with our work and activities and 

commitments, sometimes we    

forget the wonder, the joy,       

the newness, the spiritual and 

eternalness of life; sometimes 

it is hard to keep the focus 

and the anticipation and joy 

as we often get caught up in 

the little details. We forget 

that each moment is a gift,                                     

that our world is filled                     

with beauty and wonder, 

that each precious newborn 

life is a gift, and that the            

Newborn God is among us!   

The Season of Christmas calls 

us back: back to the simple, to 

the humble, to what is important 

and meaningful, to what matters 

most. This simple Babe lying in a  

manger is adored and sung to by Angels, 

comforted and cared for by the Blessed 

Mother and Saint Joseph, is greeted by the lowly 

shepherds, and adorned with gifts and adoration by the 

revered Magi, the Wisemen.  It is this little Child who 

calls us again to respond not only to Him but also to 

those in our family and in our daily life.   

The Christmas story is filled with examples of ‘characters’ 

who responded in some way to the humble birth of our 

dear Lord and Savior in Bethlehem. As we reflect on this 
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Saint Gianna’s has had a number of Board members over the years. These members are 
very faithful, strong and prayerful people (currently all women), who guide and support our 
apostolate through their wisdom and constant prayers. Over the next year or two, we will 
share a short reflection of each of the Board members and what being a part of the mission 
of Saint Gianna’s means to them. This edition features Joan Schanilec who was one of 
our very first board members. She has been very faithful to this work, and her joy and 
enthusiasm are a great blessing to all of us.    
 

“In 2001, I attended my first Gianna Home Board Meeting upon the invitation to 
“come and see”. I left carrying an armload of 3-ring binders with titles like “How    
to Establish a Residential Shelter”!   
 

For the past 20 years, I have had the great gift of experiencing God at work in the 
pro-life apostolate of Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home - from the incredible restora-
tion of a rundown, abandoned old convent/school to the beautiful, warm and wel-
coming home it is today; from the admission of the first pregnant woman in crisis   
to the hundreds who have been ministered to by our staff and volunteers at the 
Gianna Home over the years. 
 

Our Lord has opened wide many doors and hearts to provide a safe, loving, and 
nurturing home of formation for pregnant women and their children who are in 
great need. Lives have been changed, and babies have been saved from abortion.  
Some babies have been parented by their birthmothers and some have been 
placed into the loving arms of adopting families. All circumstances are part of God’s 
plan! All has been orchestrated by our Heavenly Father!   
 

He has given each of us – staff members, board members, volunteers, donors, 
prayer warriors – the great privilege of being His hands and feet in this tremendous 
work, and for that, I am so grateful.  My own faith has grown immensely and has 
been strengthened by all that I have witnessed by being a part of Saint Gianna’s 
Maternity Home.” -Joan Schanilec 
 

“One mother, one baby, one family at a time!”    
 
*Regarding my own family, my husband Rod and I have been married for 46 years and       
are the parents of four grown daughters – Angie, Ginger, Laura and Hayley.  We have four 
sons-in-law and 14 grandchildren (#14 is due in Feb. 2022).  We are thankful to  God for    
His many blessings! 
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 It was Christmas 1962. Gianna had died on 28th April that very year. It was morning, and I was     
going to Magenta to see my in-laws, the Beretta family. Laura was only three-and-a-half. She said to 

me “Daddy, it’s Christmas. Mum is coming back!”  Mariolina was also with us. And she replied to Laura 
while I was struggling hard not to burst into tears. But I was not surprised at what Laura was longing for.     
It was all but natural that she could not think of a Christmas day without her mum, because her mum had 
always been perfectly able to animate and prepare everything for all our previous Christmas days spent 
together. 
 

Gianna, as a Mother, thought Christmas was the very day of the family, or better, of families. That’s the 
reason why she was happy to have a lot of relatives around her in our house. For her Christmas was also 
the time to thank God for giving her children. It was the time when she renewed her joy to be a 
mother. 
 

As all mothers she particularly enjoyed preparing everything for Christmas herself, the crib, the Christmas 
tree, the decorations. She loved taking part with all her relatives and with me in the Holy Mass at midnight 
in the small Church in Ponte Nuovo or in the Church at the Social Centre in Magenta. The next day, after 
kissing Jesus Christ and after unwrapping all the gifts, we used to take our children to the Holy Mass that 
Uncle don Giuseppe celebrated in the Chapel at Canossian Sisters at the Nursery School in Ponte Nuovo. 
Gianna was a good mother and a good cook: she personally laid the table and prepared the lunch in a 
wonderful way. 
 

The most moving moment of the day was when           
Christmas poems were recited. I still see, in front      
of me, our children who, while standing on a chair, 
moved their hands or expressed their joy and sur-
prise at Jesus and their love for Mum and Dad or 
promised to be good and to behave themselves. 
 

Above all I still see and hear sweet Mariolina* who,   
in the beautiful poem of her last Christmas, promised 
to be a good child. 
 

I spent seven wonderful Christmas days with 
Gianna. I still have in front of my eyes her full   
perfect joy as a mother in 1956 with Pierluigi, our 
first son, in 1957 with Mariolina, and in 1959 with 
Laura. Gianna dreamt of an eighth Christmas day -   
in 1962 - with our fourth baby. God wanted Gianna   
to smile at the new cot* from Heaven.  -Pietro Molla 

  
*Pietro and Saint Gianna’s second child, their daughter 
Mariolina, died two years after Saint Gianna died.  
*Cot is a British word for a baby crib 
 

I asked the Molla family in Italy if they had any Christmas traditions or memories that they would like              
to share in our newsletter. Gianna Emanuela sent back this lovely article written by her father, Pietro,              

in the Jubilee Year 2000 and then printed in a Catholic Italian newspaper on Christmas Eve. His words         
are above. Gianna also sent the photo of her mother, Saint Gianna, holding her firstborn, Pierluigi,           
Christmas of 1957. Her expression, I think, offers great consolation to parents everywhere as they             
work out all the little details of Christmas to make this Holy Season so special for their little ones. 
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In the Vigil Mass for Christmas this year, the Gospel   
of Matthew walks us through the generations leading up to the birth of Christ. It’s easy to tune out while listening to a 
list of names in a family tree from ages ago, but these passages reveal something about God. He keeps His promises 
to us. He sent a Savior for us in “the fullness of time.” We don’t have to look far to see that God takes an interest in 
our families and gave us a model for family life in the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph.   

Our desire to receive love - God’s and each other’s - begins and ends in the context of family. In a world where sin 
exists, this experience will include brokenness, but the stories of the Bible show us how God works through His com-
munity of believers through generations to form families rooted in His love according to His plan. While it would be 
nice to make our families into exactly what we think they should be, God offers us fulfillment and growth in unex-
pected ways.   

Joe and Tiffany Johnson experienced firsthand how God’s plan for them to build a family took a path they nev-
er would have expected, rooting them in a family and community larger than themselves. Now their lives are deeply   
intertwined with two birthmothers who spent time at St. Gianna’s Maternity Home while they were pregnant.  

Married in 2008, it wasn’t until 2013 that Joe and Tiffany were blessed with a child. “We adopted Isaac in 2013,” says 
Joe. “We were praying for an adoption plan, and we were connected with Leslie [Isaac’s birth mother] who asked us 
if we would consider adopting her boy.”  

While waiting for Isaac’s birth, Leslie also invited Joe and Tiffany to be the godparents of her older son, Gabriel, as 
both she and Gabe were being baptized. A short year later in 2014, Gabriel would join his brother Isaac in Joe and 
Tiffany’s home under their guardianship at the request of Leslie. Isaac’s adoption opened the door for Leslie and the 
Johnsons to become each other’s family.   

“What I’ve found with open adoption is that you are basically making the child and the child’s family part of your    
family,” says Joe. “You are getting to know them, and they get to know you; and I think that’s been really important 
for us and for the kids.” This spirit of openness to life continues to bless Joe and Tiffany. They were asked to adopt 
Ruth, born to Tiffiny McKay in 2017. Again, they expanded their family beyond Ruth by forming a relationship with 
Ruth’s mother and siblings.   

“You have to let go and trust,” says Joe. “As you get to know more and more people in their families and community 
you see there is a need. They turn to you as family as well and you learn to be comfortable with who you are. At the 
moment of adoption, they become part of your family. You’re building your family and it’s just more family.”  

After the unexpected death of Tiffiny McKay in 2019, Joe and Tiffany welcomed Ruth’s older sister Caliona into their 
home. The experience of watching their children with their biological siblings has been a blessing for both Joe and 
Tiffany and the kids. “It’s been an incredible experience to have the two sisters together and the two brothers togeth-
er,” says Joe. “It’s been really cool and so special.”  While God’s plan for growing their family did involve adopting 
two infants, the experience of adoption and getting to know the birth families opened Joe and Tiffany’s eyes to a new 
way to be open to life in their marriage.  

“I would just say be open to all possibilities,” says Joe. “Be open to all possibilities and all ages. I didn’t really have 
any experience with adoption coming into it but for me, it’s really been a growing and fulfilling experience...The more 
you get to know their families, for us at least, the more you realize how many kids need help - not just newborns.” 

It can be hard for us to see the big picture, especially when it comes to something so personal as family life; 
however, God’s message to us is clear when it comes to families: He wants to heal families by rooting them in 
His love. God’s plans for our family are often bigger than we can imagine, even for ourselves, and require us 
to trust and be open to the unexpected.  

Leslie and Tiffiny McKay are examples of sacrificial love in choosing adoption. They received the love, care 

Each year we choose a family or a child to represent the 

work of St. Gianna's for our Giving Hearts Day campaign 

which is our biggest fundraiser of the year. This year we 

chose the Joe and Tiffany Johnson Family, a beautiful 

family who has adopted two children that began their life 

here at Saint Gianna's and have now graciously expanded 

their family to include two of their siblings. Becca Crooks a 

friend and former housemother interviewed Joe about how 

God has worked in their lives.  
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and support they needed to make these decisions while living at St. Gianna’s Maternity Home.  

This is the work of the Home: to help one mother, one baby, one family at a time. It reveals to us how much beauty 
can come when placing our trust in God, opening our hearts to His possibilities, and choosing sacrificial love. These 
are stories we need to hear and reflect on, give thanks for, and let challenge us in our own lives.  

St. Gianna’s Maternity Home is helping to build a rich community of families who make acts of faith, hope, and love in 
their daily lives. Not all of those families look alike by any means, but they are each rooted in God’s love. Joe and Tif-
fany’s story, which is connected to Leslie’s story and family, as well as Tiffiny McKay’s story and family, is just one 
example of how the work here continues to bear fruit over time, witnessing to God’s faithfulness to this ministry.  

Each of you who read these stories, pray for the women and staff, donate financially or in other ways - each of you is 
necessary for this work. You are helping to build families rooted in God’s love. You are opening your hearts to 
possibility with your generosity, and you are placing your trust in God, who blesses us in return. If you’ve looked 
around this past year in the news or at what happens in the world and felt discouraged or helpless, know that this 
work is a very real way to share God’s love. The work of St. Gianna’s is making an eternal difference for the lives 
of so many, and it’s only possible through the giving hearts and hands of so many.  -Rebecca Crooks               
                           

*While St. Gianna’s Maternity Home has witnessed the beauty of adoption a number of times, it is not an adoption 
agency. The Home works with licensed adoption agencies in the state of North Dakota when an adoption does take 
place.  

St. Gianna’s Maternity Home has again been chosen (by sponsors 

Dakota Medical Foundation, Impact Foundation and Alex Stern   

Family Foundation) and is very excited to participate in Giving 

Hearts Day 2022, a 24-hours online fundraising event that will       

be held on Thursday, February 10th, 2022. This is our biggest 

fundraiser of the year and helps many mothers and their little ones.  

Contributions of $10 or more will be matched by DMF and other 

generous donors. To support St. Gianna’s and have your donation 

matched you can:  

1. Go to the website: www.givingheartsday.org on Thursday,    

February 10th.  

2. Checks can be written out and sent to St. Gianna’s Maternity 

Home (DATED for 2/10/22 with GHD in the memo), but need to 

be received ON OR BEFORE GHD.  

3. Checks can be taken to St. Gianna’s in Warsaw on that day. If 

you are in the Fargo area they can be taken to Dakota Medical 

Foundation on our behalf. 

Gabriel Caliona Isaac Ruth 
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Rachel Juve, Rachel Staub, Sophia Iacoviello, Teresa Schmitz 

My name is Rachel Juve, and I am from Thompson, ND. I am 19 years old, and I came to work at St. 
Gianna’s in August. I remember coming to St. Gianna’s when I attended JMI camp several years ago, and I 
was excited to come back and experience life at the Home. I enjoy singing and playing piano, sweets, and 
anything that gives you an adrenaline rush!  

 

Blessed to be the seventh of nine children born to Donald and Marie Staub, I come to St. Gianna's from    
Lexington, a bustling city in central Kentucky surrounded by rolling hills, bourbon distilleries, and beauti-
ful horse farms. I spent just over 10 years there pursuing a career as a children's librarian and helping 
build up the Catholic young adult community in the surrounding area.  

Then, this summer I felt a distinct call to make a radical change, putting all my trust in God to come "love His little ones" at 
St. Gianna's. I don't believe it was a coincidence that the open house mother position was posted online the same week I 
had begun to actively pursue making a change in my career or that when I walked into St. Stanislaus church during my visit 
to Warsaw I saw a painting of Jesus standing on water, taking the hand of a sinking St. Peter, illustrating a Gospel  passage 
that had repeatedly surfaced in my prayer time over the previous months. I am excited to see how I will be changed by my 
encounters while serving at St. Gianna's, and I humbly ask for prayers that I may be a competent vessel of God's tender 
love (2 Timothy 3:17).  

 

My name is Sophia; I am from Massachusetts and am in my second year as a housemother at the Gianna 
Home.  I like serving mothers and their children and enjoying life with them. In my free time I enjoy music, 
outdoor activities, and reading.   
 

Greetings! I am Teresa Schmitz, a new housemother at St. Gianna’s Maternity Home in Warsaw, North Da-
kota. I grew up near Springfield, Minnesota in a vibrant, close knit family of ten. On our small hobby farm I 
helped raise sheep, chickens, and cattle, and did tons of gardening. Baking, starting seedlings, camping 
with my family, and reading Jane Austin are a few of my favorite things! 
 
This summer, while working as a CNA, I began to receive a distinct call to an adventure. I felt that something unexpected 
was going to present itself and experienced a surprising peace in that fact. Many months later, I was introduced to the   
opportunity to be a housemother at St. Gianna’s. 
 
From the moment I heard about it, I could not dismiss the idea from my mind and a few days later began pouring my heart 
into writing an application. All the pieces fell into place in a powerful, intentional way. There was no denying that Someone 
greater had a hand in it. I am thrilled to now be sharing in the beautiful work of St. Gianna’s Maternity Home and could not 
be more excited to see what the Lord has in store for my time of service here! 

The housemothers of Saint Gianna's carry out our    

mission and the works of mercy on a day-to-day     

basis: serving our mothers and their little ones as      

well as maintaining our home and welcoming all who 

visit. It is beautiful work but not always easy, and this 

role  is filled by four very special women at this time. We 

have Sophia, who is in her second year here and whose 

talents and gifts bless us, and we are so grateful that 

she chose to stay another year.  

 

This fall we also welcomed 2 Rachel's (Juve and Staub) 

as well as Teresa Schmitz; their varied gifts and joy have 

already blessed us. We have an amazing team of 

housemothers!  I asked them each to write a paragraph 

or two to introduce themselves, and they are written 

below.    
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Additionally, we received notification of another very generous soul who is willing to 
sponsor the home we are building.  We are so edified to see how the Lord provides for us!  Please keep 
this very special donor and their family and intentions in your prayers.  We will be able to share 
more with you in our next newsletter.  

                  Our hearts overflow with gratitude… 
 
In the last issue of our newsletter, we presented an article from the Board of Directors about a home that 
we would be building to use for increased staffing needs now and in the future. This process has begun, 
and through this process we have again seen the beautiful work of Divine Providence and the blessings He 
has bestowed upon Saint Gianna's and our work here in Warsaw with mothers and their precious little 
ones.  It had been our plan at the time of writing the last newsletter to take out a loan to complete this pro-
ject since the interest rates are low, and we thought this would be the best way to be able to complete the 
work. However, before we completed the application, at the last Board meeting, we voted to hold off on the 
loan to see where we would be at financially in the next couple of months.   
 
We had never taken out a loan since the very beginning of this apostolate, and we thought we need-
ed to trust the Good God to work out His will in this, too.  A couple weeks after the newsletter was 
published, we received notification of a large donation through the Deacon Howard and Hertha 
Hunkler Foundation through Catholic Extension that will be able to cover the expense of a fence and 
landscaping and an extended driveway which will allow additional parking in the back of our Home 
as well.  Deacon Howard, along with his wife Hertha, served faithfully in the Diocese of Fargo, and their 
children--including Father Jerome Hunkler of the Diocese of Fargo and Sister Marie Hunkler at the Sacred 
Heart Monastery in Dickinson--have served the Church with devotion and been so very generous to our 
work here. They have helped with practical needs from the very beginning days of our St. Gianna 
Home.  We feel the intercession of Deacon Howard and Hertha and are so very humbled to be the 
recipients of their sacrifices.  We feel very blessed and are most grateful.  

God continues to provide, we have been 

very blessed by the people working with us on 

this home; many generous hearts are a part of this project. 

Two of the volunteers who have worked and continue to 

work without counting the cost are our own Father Joseph 

and Brother Nicholas of the Franciscans of Mary Immac-

ulate.  They not only provide for our spiritual needs, but 

also a fatherly and brotherly example; and now they 

have been a very vital part of the building of this home. 

We are very grateful that they are a part of Saint Gianna's!  

“My God will fully supply whatever you need, in accord with His glorious riches in Christ                             
Jesus. To our God and Father, glory forever and ever. Amen.” Philippians 4:19-20 
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My Gift to the Christ Child 
Lord Jesus, I give You my hands to do Your work, 

I give You my feet to go Your way,  

I give You my eyes to see as You see, 

I give You my ears to hear as You hear, 

I give You my tongue to speak as You speak, 

I give You my heart that You may love in me Your Father and all mankind. 

I give You my spirit that it may be You who prays in me, 

I give You my whole self Lord Jesus, that it may be You Who grows, works, 

loves and prays in me.  Amen. 

Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home extends a big thank you to all     

who supported our calendar raffle to raise funds to help keep 

our residents warm this winter! Ryan & Robin Wall sold the 

most tickets in honor of the birthmother, Devan, of their little 

Rylee. They gifted her the $500 prize. Listed below are this 

year’s winners: 

October 1st ($1000) - Evelyn Miller, Fargo, ND         

October 2nd ($1000) - Paula Osowski, Oslo, MN 

October 4th ($1000) - Terry Heidelberger, Villard, MN 

October 5th ($1000) – Audrey Krebs, Beulah, ND 

October 6th ($1000) – Gianna Nygard, Irving, TX 

October 7th ($1000) – Vonnie Halverson, Wahpeton, ND 

October 8th ($1000) – Mandy Rook, Mandy Rook, Naples, FL 

October 9th ($1000) – Eleanor Narloch, Minto, ND 

October 11th ($1000) – Denny Schneider, Grafton, ND 

October 12th ($1000) – Mary Richter, Bismarck, ND 

October 13th ($1000) - Abby Puetz, Wayzata, MN 

October 14th ($1000) - Denise Herding, Wahpeton, ND 

With deep gratitude and our prayers for the special family who since 2013 an anonymous donor has offered        

to match all gifts, up to $25,000, to the Saint Gianna's Endowment Fund through the Community Foundation in 

Grand Forks - what a blessing this will be for the future of our work!  As you plan your giving this year, please    

consider how you can double your impact and make an ongoing difference in lives of mothers and their children.  
 

Available Tax Savings Adding to this endowment is an act of great generosity and vision for generations to come; 

however, it may also come with significant tax savings. Through the North Dakota Charitable Income Tax Cred-

it, endowment gifts greater than $5,000 to Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home Endowment Fund may qualify for a 40% ND 

income tax credit. This is on top of  the savings you can receive on your federal return by itemizing your qualifying 

charitable donations. By taking advantage of   these opportunities, you can significantly lower the net cost of your  

contribution and triple its impact. To learn more, please  visit www.gofoundation.org/tax-credit. Cash gifts of all sizes 

can be made online at www.gofoundation.org/st-giannas or by a check made payable to Community Founda-

tion with Saint Gianna’s Fund in the memo line and mailed to:   

Community Foundation, 620 DeMers Avenue, Grand Forks, ND 58201  

If you’d prefer to make a gift of securities from your brokerage or IRA account, please contact Becca Baumbach 

at bbaumbach@gofoundation.org or (701) 746-0668 to discuss the benefits and process of doing so. Thank you for 

your continued support of the mission of Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home and your consideration of a forever gift to the 

endowment. 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gofoundation.org%2Ftax-credit&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1f9c62c2fecb490149b008d976c9171c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637671428314302235%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLC
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gofoundation.org%2Fst-giannas&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1f9c62c2fecb490149b008d976c9171c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637671428314312231%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLC
mailto:bbaumbach@gofoundation.org
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We are grateful to the American Heritage Girls Troop                       

ND5116 at Sts. Anne and Joachim Catholic Church                                 

in Fargo who participated in a service project to make                             

tie blankets for Saint Gianna's.   

Two of our sweetest, little supporters dressed as 

Saint Gianna and our Blessed Mother. 

Pictured above is Bernard, one of the precious 

little ones here at Saint Gianna’s. 
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+NICOLE by George & Bonny Lyon 
+IRVIN MAGER by James & Ione Kuznia, Janice Mortimer 
+CHARLES & ELEANORE MARSH, CARLETTA DECKER, LYNETTE        

KESSEL, BEVERLY KUNTZ by Angie Marsh 
+KELLEY RAYE MATTSON by Rosemary Fisher, Pauline Osowski 
+ROGER MATTSON by Pauline Mattson 
+ALBERT & AGNES MAUS by Duane & Bobbie Maus 
+ERNIE MISIALEK by James & LaVerne Costello 
+GARY MITCHELL by Tom & Mary Dusek 
+MARION (WOSICK) & L.M. MONDRY, JIM, JOHN, JUNE, JILL 

MONDRY by Paul & Jackie Welle 
+RON NELSON, KRIS PETERKA, PAUL SPOONLAND by Rod & Joan 

Schanilec 
+PAUL & RANDY NISTLER by Don & Marie Nistler 
+DALE NISWONGER by Delores Burianek, James & LaVerne Costello, 

Iretta Mae Marynik, Rod & Joan Schanilec 
+EMILY NOVACEK by Brenda Borowicz 
+RAY PETRAYTES by Calvin & Carol Turner 
+ALEXANDER PLUTOWSKI by Jason & Beth Plutowski 
+ROD PUPPE by Agnes Greenshields 
+LARRY RANDT by Nick & Lynn Lane 
+PJ SCHILLER by Matthew & Sarah Effhauser, James & Ione Kuznia 
+PATRICIA SCHWAN by Marilyn Morey 
+CHARLES TANATA by Deacon Tom & Mary Geffre 
+ELAINE THOMPSON by Todd Burianek, Sheila Trontvet 
+DEACON ANTON WANNER by Mary Ann Wanner 
+KIM, KEVIN, LEROY WOINAROWICZ by Ardyce Woinarcwicz 
+JULIE ZENDER by Pat Jahner, Darrin & Jann Neameyer, Mark & Rachel 

Jahner, Mary Pat & Aubrey 
+JANE ZIDON by George & Georgian Wysocki 
+TONY & JANE ZIDON by Wayne & Carol Denault 

                                       
 
 
 
 
 

 

For health & intentions of Michelle Bianco 
By Brian Beaton 
By Steven & Marsha Schmidt 
By Mary Ann Wanner 

By Mary Schafer 
By Andrew & Theresa Knudson 

 
 

By Karen Gubbels 
For the return of health of Cardinal Burke 
For the life of Gianna Emanuela 

+HAROLD ALTOFF by Anita Onchuck 
+BARBARA ANVINSON, MICHELLE CONLEY, NIKKI LARSON, ROWANN 

LARSON, FRANCIS THOMPSON by Brian & Kelly Wavra 
+PATRICK & EDITH BAKER by Kelly & Keila Baker 
+GARY GRINDE by Don & Susan Barclay, Mary Pat Jahner 
+VIRGINIA BARES by Stephanie Bares 
+RACHEL LEAH, TONYA JEAN by Dave & Barb Bergstedt 
+SAMUEL & MARJORIE BESSETTE by Don Bessette & Angela Sullivan 
+SYLVIA BORUD, SHEREEN FABER by Joan Rheault 
+JEANETTE BREIDER by Steve & Annette Hoornaert 
+GIDEON BRINKMAN by Daniel & Amy Schmitz 
+DONALD BROUILLARD by Pat Brouillard 
+SHERRY BUSSE, JOHN JIRSCHELE, JOHN SCOTT by Curt & Mary Ellen 

Kirking 
+WILLIAM & EVELYN CAMPBELL by Daniel Campbell 
+DELORES DESAUTEL by Todd Burianek, Sheila Trontvet, Ralph & Carol 

Tucker 
+MICHAEL EDGAR by Robert & Adaire Reinpold 
+DAVID H. EISMANN by Wilbert & Mary Jane Eismann 
+DALE & ISABELLE FETSCH, KIP & BERNICE SILLERS by Cameron & 

Joan Sillers 
+CHARLES FISH, MRS. JOAN MULKERN, MARK MULLEN, PAULA     

PANDOLFO by Paul & Pauline Savageau 
+SUE FLERMOEN, KATHIE PETERSON by Teresa & Mark Klinkhammer 
+MATTHEW GERSZEWSKI by Jon & Seri Gerszewski 
+SEAN GERSZEWSKI, JIM & KATHY GUDAJTES, LOIS KOSMATKA by 

Iretta Mae Marynik 
+VERNA GLEASON by Myron & Linda Halvorson 
+GORMAN & JACOB FAMILY MEMBERS by John & Teresa Gorman 
+MIKE GREMBOWSKI by Cecelia and family, Iretta Mae Marynik, Earl & 

Lydia Plutowski, Shirley Suda, George & Georgian Wysocki 
+LONNIE HALVERSON by Veronica Halverson 
+WILLIAM HARMSEN by Tim & Linda Feist 
+BILL HARTMAN SR., LEON SCHLIESMAN by Bill & Diane Hartman 
+RUTH HOLWEGER by Terry & Mary Ann McKenna 
+SEAN WILLIAM HUNT by Deacon James Hunt 
+JUDY KAMROWSKI by Family & Friends 
+JOSEPH KELLER by Don & Mary Kay Schott 
+LEE & ALICE KLOCKE, PERSHING & BERNICE SIMS by John & Jan 

Klocke 
+JOE & HELEN KREMER, TANNER PETERSON, CONNOR THROENER by 

Kevin & Ronda Throener 
+PHILLIP KRUMP by Randall Slominski 
+JOAN H. LENKER by Jeffrey & Caroline Koppenhaver 
+2 BABY LIES IN HEAVEN by George & Bernadette Lies 

Julie Zender Bill Harmsen Gary Grinde Barb Bergee 

These intentions 

were received from 

August 24th -      

November 17th. 

We often get memorials offered for those who have passed away. We are grateful for these memorial gifts and take very seriously the intentions and 
praying for the loved ones remembered. We pray at each Mass and Holy Hour for these friends now in Eternity. As Catholics, we believe that Masses 
offered and prayers said, help to release a soul from Purgatory who may not have yet been ready to enter into the Lord’s Presence. We consider this 
to be a great work of Mercy, to pray for those who have gone before us. As each newsletter is published there are names added, these friends and 
loved ones are now in Eternity and each one of their lives were (and still are) precious to the Lord. Their lives have touched ours, and each person 
lived their unique, precious, and unrepeatable life; how blessed we were to know them! Since the last newsletter was sent, we lost some special 
loved ones; a gentle soul, dear friend and beautiful mother, Julie Zender; a faithful pro-life warrior and precious husband, Bill Harmsen; the personable 
and kind man who introduced us to the printer, Morgan Printing, Grafton, for this newsletter, Gary Grinde; a loving aunt, mother, grandmother, and 
spouse, Barb Bergee; and finally, I lost my beloved father, Fred Jahner.  



Christmas - 2021 11 

•Sam & Kathleen’s daughter due in November by Terry & Mary Jo Schmitz 
•Saint Gerard’s feast day and the unborn by Anna Morfeld 
•Tegan & Nicholas Burkhardt by Molly Kemper 

 
 
 

•Mary Ann McKenna’s birthday by Delores Hackenberg 
•Elwood & Dorothy Schumacher’s 50th wedding anniversary by Kenneth & 

Carol Gardner 
•Our anniversary by Pete & Donna Mack 
•Delores Hackenberg’s birthday by Terry & Mary Ann McKenna 
•Our 22nd wedding anniversary by Steve & Marsha Schmidt 
•Mike & Nicky Berg’s 25th wedding anniversary by family & friends, Paul & 

Kristina Miller, Nabeel & Lydia Khan, Dennis & Patricia Storhaug 
•Andrea Carlson’s birthday by Aaron & Eva Carlson 
•Theresa Schuster Lambert’s 90th birthday by Brian & Mary Schuster 
 

+FRED JAHNER by Rick & Patty Adams, Al & Connie Brandt, Todd Burianek, Cray & Jean Eppler, Roger & Yvonne Feltman, Kathy      
Galloway & Bill Miller, Jerry & Anita Galloway, Butch & Patti Goodall, Tony & Vicky Gudajtes, Rick & Tess Haugen, T.J. & Carol Herauf,        
Marjean Hils, Elizabeth Hils, Gabrielle Hils & James Thesing, Father Damian Hils, Blaise Hils, Mike & Karen Hofer, Francis & Teresa  
Jahner, Jon & Jen Jahner, Tom & Cindy Jahner, Richard O. Johnson, Walter & Renae Johnson, Gene & Denise Jordan, Jesse & Rachel 
Jordan, Karen Kadrmas, Jack & Doreen Kennelly, Paul & Amanda Kietzmann, Roger & Bernice Kram, Harley & Gloria Krein, Paul &   
Kristin Krug, Nick & Lynn Lane, Angie Marsh, Hugh McWhorter, Marlys Miller, William & Janet Muldoon, David & Marie Nasset, Kirsten 
Nelson, David & Susanne Olson, Paul & Colleen Samson, Deb Slominski, Dale & Mary Smith, Edward Snyder, Reid & Jessica Sorenson, 
Dick & Peggy Steffen, Randy & Eileen Teberg, David & Maureen Trnka, Kenneth & Michelle Useldinger, Mary Ann Wanner, Renae      
Wanner, Nick & Mildred Wegh, Briana Wilhelmi, Janet Williams, Nancy Williams, John & Julie Zender, Lorraine Zikmund 

This past September my dad, Fred Jahner, entered eternal life.  It is a hard reality many have 
already faced, when one of your parents leaves this earth.  He was one week short of his 79 th 
birthday, but it seems like it was still too soon to have this steady and constant source of love 
and encouragement and prayer in my life be now on the other side.  Father Joseph preached at 
his wake and described him as a true gentleman in every way: honest, hardworking, faithful, 
and prayerful.  He was a man who had his priorities of his faith and family and his job or-
dered rightly.  Monsignor Thomas Richter, who preached the funeral Mass, said that us 6 kids 
were spoiled rotten to have a father as we did.  I know that both of these are true, and I know 
that this is a rare and treasured gift that has certainly helped me and helped all of us 6 chil-
dren.    

We work with mothers each day at Saint Gianna’s who are missing what I was so richly given 
in my dad, as well as in my mom.  They were married more than 56 years, and before he left 
for the hospital where he died, he told my mother she was the only one, there was never an-
other.  He was a faithful husband and a loving father who led by example and hard work.  My dad was handicapped, and for the 
last 30 years spent it mostly in a wheelchair as he was paralyzed on his left side from the waist down. My dad never complained, 
and that is not an exaggeration; in all the years that he suffered he was always grateful for what God had given him. He was very 
happy and very content.  He worked for 45 years at Coca Cola in Dickinson and loved his job and was dedicated to it.  He managed 
the office there and taught us all pride in a job well done.  One of Coca Cola’s main slogans over the years beginning in 1969 was 
Coca Cola…The Real Thing.  How fitting, that this is the slogan of the company he worked for as I think it describes him perfectly;     
he was the real thing: a holy man; a husband; a father.   

These last years he, and mom, spent in so much prayer, watching Mass on EWTN each day (sometimes 2 or 3 times), praying the 
rosary, the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, and other prayers and novenas, and looking forward to visits from his children and grandchil-
dren and friends. I know that his prayers, along with the prayers of my mother, have gotten me through many hard days and helped 
so much in the work of Saint Gianna’s. I also know that I have not lost this spiritual support as he is now in the hands of the Lord, 
Whom he loved so much. 

He was the real thing, a true gentleman, who loved God, who loved his family, and who loved his work.  Although it is hard to have 
him gone, I know that he was so ready.  I pray that when it is my time, and I pray for each of you too, when it is our time – that we 
too can have it said that we were ready to meet the Lord. -Mary Pat Jahner  

   Eternal Rest grant to him, oh Lord.  May his soul and the souls of all the                                              
       faithful departed, through the Mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.      

 

•Father Bruce Krebs by Gloria Aberle 
•Father James Ermer by John & Jan Klocke 
•Bishop Balke’s 45th anniversary of priestly ordination and his 90th      

birthday by Ron & Kathy Wavra 
•Father Jayson Miller by Tom & Diane Mertens 
•Our 61st wedding anniversary by Bob & Donna Harvey 
•Rosalie Axtman, Julie Muscha by Glen & Tawnia Heilman 
•Brother Maximilian Wojcizchonski OFM, 25th anniversary of religious 

profession by Paul & Colleen Samson 
•Therese & Tom Zepeda family by Roger & Mary Sayler 
•Kate Winjum by Tara Copp 
•Chris & Jessica Sims family by John & Jan Klocke 
•Wade Narlock by Brenda Borowicz 
•Chip Byers, Andrew Collins by Dale & Mary Klein 
•Dave Helmer’s retirement, 32 years in postal service by Brian & Mary 

Schuster 




