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deeply—their meaning.
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In fact, these words are at
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but instead a tender and
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challenges of Christmas, of the mystery of the Incarnation, of the
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Word made Flesh. God did not come in all of His power and
What a gift it must have been for the very privileged few who glory; He came poor and small and vulnerable. Not the way we
were able to be a part of the Infant Jesus’ first days and weeks of might expect, and for some of us not the way we would want.
life, an honor that was bestowed on only a few chosen souls. We But thankfully God’s ways are not our ways and in His mercy and
were not blessed to be able to go to see the Infant Jesus when He wisdom and great love we entrust our lives to Him. In this Holy
came into the world, or to bring gifts to Mary’s precious Son; we Season, we must ask ourselves: How do we welcome the Christ
were not the ones who were able to hear His tiny cry. We were Child? What do we do for the poor and the weak, the
not among the wisest of men who followed the star to the house unknown, the innocent, the hurt, the unloved? What sacrifices
in Bethlehem. We were not called, as Saint Joseph was, to stay do we make for them? Do we share the wisdom of the Wisemen
with them night and day. I am sure I am not alone in wishing that in recognizing Jesus in the distressing disguise of the poor, in the
I might have been able to hold this tiny Holy One, to feel His little unheard cry of the unborn, the silent stare of the hurt and
breath and his precious Sacred Heart beating, to study his tiny abused, and the loneliness of the sick and elderly? Do we love
fingers and toes. To meet our Infant Lord must have indeed been those who are sometimes hard to love? Have we forgiven those
a wondrous gift. But this gift is given to each of us by virtue of our who have hurt us? The Christ Child, in His Continued on next page...
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splendid innocence, demands from us humility and purity, as well as generosity.
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When we go to this Babe we must see in Him the love and mercy of God, and in
seeing what God has done for us in His Son, learn to serve as He has served us. God
serves us by drawing near to us not only in the humble poverty of Bethlehem, but
throughout His life: loving sinners, the sick, and the broken-hearted, into wholeness.
We hear anew His words and His expressions addressed to each of us: to the woman
caught in adultery: “Go and do not sin again” (Jn. 8:11); to the rich young man: “He
looked at him and He loved him.” (Mk. 10:21); to the paralytic who was brought to
Jesus: “Take heart My son, your sins are forgiven” (Mt. 9:2); to the thief on the cross in
his dying hour: “I assure you this very day you will be with Me in paradise” (Lk. 23:43).
To each one of us as we struggle with our daily cross, Jesus says: “Come to me all you
who are weary and heavy laden; take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls, for My yoke is easy and
My burden is light” (Mt. 11:28).
And so in serving our Lord in His poor, we must follow His example. This is how we go
to Bethlehem with a clean heart and a pure soul: with mercy and with tenderness—
loving not only Our Lord in His humble birth but all who God puts in our lives. This is
the life this tiny Baby calls us to, a life which is so beautifully exemplified by our Holy
Father Pope Francis, who is teaching the world to reach out to those around us and
share the joy and the Heart of our Newborn King. This generosity and call to serve
others has indeed blessed us here this past year and for the past ten years at Saint
Gianna’s. The mothers here feel your prayers, your compassion and mercy, and your
generosity (and so do those of us who work here). We are truly humbled to be able
to welcome these mothers and their precious little ones as we would want to have
welcomed our Lord and His Blessed Mother. Thank you for being a part of sharing the
true joy of the Word-Made-Flesh with those who call Saint Gianna’s Home.

May the Christ Child bless you
richly during these Holy Seasons!

“One night there went out over the stillness of the evening breeze, out over those
chalky hills of Bethlehem, the cry of a new born babe. ‘The word became flesh and
dwelt amongst us.’ Earth did not hear the cry, for the earth slept; men did not
hear the cry, for they did not know that a Child could be greater than a man; kings
did not hear the cry, for they did not know that a King could be born in a stable;
empires did not hear the cry, for empires did not know that an Infant could hold
the reins that steer suns and worlds in their courses. But shepherds and philosophers heard the cry, for only the very simple and the very learned know that the
heart of a God can cry out in the cry of a Child. And they came with gifts - and
adored, and so great was the majesty seated on the brow of the Child, so great was
the dignity of the babe, so powerful was the light of these eyes that shone like celestial suns, that they could not help but cry out: ‘Emmanuel: God is with us.’ “-

The Life of all Living - Bishop Fulton J. Sheen
Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home

These words from the Infancy narrative of Saint Matthew are
pondered each Christmas, a time when we are more sensitive to the
work of God and the little miracles in our daily lives. At Saint Gianna’s
we are so blessed to be able to witness many times throughout the
year these little Christmas miracles. This year these words, “and they
shall name him Emmanuel, which means ‘God is with us’” (Mt. 1:23)
ring especially true as we see the work of the Christ Child so clearly in
the birth and adoption of little Emanuela Rose.
Emanuela was born to Jalen, who chose a beautiful couple to adopt
her infant daughter. The couple had been praying for quite some
time through the intercession of Saint Gianna to be able to have another child. Jalen chose the name Emanuela Rose for her unborn
baby, and the adoptive parents, Matt and Sarah, graciously accepted
this beautiful name for their daughter. Gianna Emanuela is the
name of Saint Gianna’s youngest daughter. Saint Gianna’s husband,
Pietro, chose this name to honor his dear wife and also to
acknowledge that even in her death and in the cross, and in the
hardship and struggles that losing his wife and the mother of his
children involved, God was with them and working out all of the
details, and using even the loss of his beloved wife for good. I am
sure he could not have imagined at that time that one day he would
be sitting at the canonization of his wife - indeed God was with them
even in this terrible loss. And now we see how the Lord has most
mightily used Saint Gianna’s life and death, her example and her
intercession, to touch the lives and hearts of so many people.
We are able to see the intercession of Saint Gianna in our residents,
in those who come here for prayers, and even far-reaching ways, in
the lives and families touched through adoption. Jalen, the birth
mother of Emanuela, heroically chose life despite difficult circumstances in her own life at the time
she found out she was pregnant,
and then selflessly and courageously chose to place little
Emanuela Rose in the loving arms
of Matthew and Sarah. We have
included pictures from the day of
the adoption ceremony. Jalen
already has a precious little girl,
Alexandria Rose, and Matthew and
Sarah already have a son, Michael.
Please keep both of these families
in your prayers as they continue to
follow the Holy Will of God in their
lives.
Big brother holding Emanuela and posing with

Adoptive mother, Sarah, receives Emanuela Rose from birthmother, Jalen.
Adoptive father, Matthew, looks on.

Emanuela with her extended family.

Sarah holding Emanuela, Jalen holding Alexandria, Matthew with Michael.

little Aunt Rose.
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Nora and Joseph, both former residents of Saint Gianna's reunited at our
fall banquet in Grand Forks. Both of their mothers, Jourdan and Julia,
shared their "stories" with those who came to celebrate that evening.

We were blessed to receive a new Bishop in the Diocese of Fargo, Bishop
John T. Folda, and most honored when he joined us to celebrate Holy Mass
at the beginning of our 10 year Anniversary Celebration.

We were filled with great joy at the announcement of our new Holy
Father, Pope Francis, and put up a banner outside of our home to
celebrate and share the good news.

Gianna (the first baby born at Saint Gianna's) presented a rose before the
altar during our Anniversary Mass - 10 different groups presented roses,
representing the years and also different groups who are a part of our
work. Bishop Folda, Father Joseph, and Father Pfiefer look on.

The staff and residents were blessed to be able to attend the I Thirst conference in Bismarck. One of the highlights was being able to meet Cardinal Dolan.

Leslie, the birth mother of Isaac, embraces Tiffany, the
adoptive mother of Isaac, as the adoptive father, Joseph,
Father Hils “came Home” to Saint Gianna’s for the opening looks on. Indeed adoption is an act of great love and sacricelebration. Gianna (our firstborn) had an opportunity to hold fice. Four of our birthmothers chose this beautiful and most
loving option this past year.
Emanuela, our newest addition and the 86th baby born
through the work of Saint Gianna's.
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Our work here in Warsaw, a small village of about 60 people, with a beautiful Church (Saint Stanislaus), a bar, a few
homes and Saint Gianna’s, is an apostolate that involves hundreds of people beyond our village borders. We have
been blessed from the very beginning of our work by the prayers, time and support of many from all over, people
who feel a part of, and indeed are a vital part of, our work here. The mothers and children who call Saint Gianna’s
their home feel very loved by you, and we are so grateful for the countless acts of kindness, big and small, of so
many of you throughout the year. You give great joy to our hearts and to our home. Indeed, it is not just during
the Christmas season that it feels like Christmas here. Thank you for your great kindness to Saint Gianna’s this year,
and these past 10 years - indeed God has been with us - through the hands and feet and hearts of so many of you!
Below are a few pictures and special notes of gratitude, but there are countless acts, of kindness big and small,
throughout the year (enough to fill many newsletters): please know of our gratitude and prayers.

Abundant Blessings!
Clockwise from bottom left, 1. Sullivan Middle School 8th graders
chose Saint Gianna's to benefit from
their pro-life pilgrimage/prayer walk
across Fargo. Their tremendous
efforts and sacrifices raised more
than $7000.00 for our home. 2. The
family of Natalie Wavra continues to
bless us in her spirit of love and
generosity each Christmas, making
Christmas at Saint Gianna's truly a
magical time of year for our mothers
and their little ones. 3. The Warren
Junior Auxiliary joined us with gifts,
song and desserts. 4. The Fargo
Chapter of the American Heritage
Girls delivered duffle bags through
their HUGS program. Each bag was filled with a lot of love and also many useful and fun items for
our mothers, their little ones, and our former residents. 5. The Bell State Bank and Trust Pay it
Forward program continues to be a huge gift and blessing to our work. This year we received
generous gifts that helped us finish off a beautiful patio and fire-pit area in our back yard. The Pay
it Forward program was started through the inspiration of Mike and Dick Solberg at the Bell State
Bank and Trust. Employees are given money each Christmas to share the generous spirit of
Christmas & of Bell State Bank with others. Some of the employees have been a part of this for a
number of years and have truly become part of our Gianna Home Family, they are even helping us
with our banquet plans next spring in Fargo. These employees include: Bernice Kram, Jesse
Dvorak, Melissa Lynn, Eileen Teberg, and Vicki Gipple. This year we also received a Pay it
Forward gift that employee, Cheryl Stock gave to Pam and Larry Kraft from Frame Kraft in Fargo
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
to be shared with us.
We were also most generously blessed through the Deacon Howard and Hertha Hunkler Endowment Fund through Catholic
Extension. We were able to pay for many necessary things including a new printer and phone system, as well as our annual
insurance and work in our back entry way that had had some water damage. Please pray for the repose of the souls of Howard
and Hertha Hunkler and remember in your prayers their children: Father Jerome Hunkler and his sister, Sister Marie Hunkler
who have both served the Church and the Diocese of Fargo faithfully for many years.
Christmas - 2013
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Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home extends a grand thank you
to all who supported our calendar raffle to raise funds to help
keep our residents warm this winter! $10,000 was awarded
over 10 days ($1000 a day, no drawing on Sunday) from
October 22nd through November 1st. Peter Vandal from
Langdon, ND gets a special thank you and $500 for selling
the most tickets for Saint Gianna’s. Listed below are this
year’s winners:

 April 28th, 2014 is our Spring Banquet in Fargo at the Ramada
Plaza Suites. Originally Archbishop Aquila was to be our keynote speaker; we were excited to have him as he was so much a part of the establishment of Saint Gianna’s. It has now been announced that Blessed
John Paul II is being canonized in Rome, Italy the day before and so the
Archbishop will be attending this great event. Our new speaker and more
details will be announced in the next newsletter. April 28th is also Saint
Gianna's Feast Day and so is a very special day to continue our 10 year anniversary celebration.
We hope you will be able to join us!

October 22: Bridget Britton, Fargo, ND
October 23: Maxine Schanilec, Grafton, ND
October 24: Bobby Ketterling, Zeeland, ND
October 25: Denise St. Germaine, Argyle, MN
October 26: Paul & Julie Treinen, Ortonville, MN
October 28: Bonita Faller, Fargo, ND
October 29: Larry & Darlene Kropp, Jamestown, ND
October 30: Betty Schall, Minot, ND
October 31: Steve & Annette Hoornaert, Fessenden, ND
November 1: Michael Grosz, Bismarck, ND

 Saint Mary's High School Leo Lions Club
(Bismarck, ND) have sponsored a breakfast on our
behalf for the past eight years! We are so grateful
for their hard work on our behalf. The students there
are truly beautiful examples of servants and have
impressed us each year by their hospitality. The
breakfast is always at Saint Mary's High School, the
first Sunday of March. If you live close by, please
mark your calendars to attend this delicious
breakfast on March 2nd, 2014!

Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home has been chosen by Dakota
Medical Foundation and Impact Foundation to participate in the
2014 Giving Hearts Day, a 24-hour online fundraising event that will
be held on February 13, 2014. Contributions of $10 or more will be
matched by DMF or other generous donors. To support Saint
Gianna’s and have your donation matched, simply go to
www.impactgiveback.org on February 13, 2014.

YES! I want to help SAINT GIANNA’S MATERNITY HOME further its mission as
a pro-life home of formation for pregnant women in need. You may go online to
donate or make a pledge using your checking or savings accounts, or your
credit card. Please write the word “ornament” in the note section if you
would like an ornament.
Please send me my Limited Edition Christmas 2013 Saint Gianna’s
Maternity Home Ornament.
I am enclosing a one-time donation of $100 or more.
I pledge (and include today) a monthly contribution of:
$10

$25

$50

$100

$250

$500

other ______________

Name ____________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip _____________________________________________________
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We would like to offer you this LIMITED
Edition Christmas 2013 Ornament, a
GIFT, as our way of saying thank you for
your monthly pledge of $10 or more, or a
single gift of $100 by the end of 2013.
This white bulb ornament features a fullcolor image of Saint Gianna’s Maternity
Home in celebration of our 10th Anniversary. If you have already
committed to pledging monthly to support our mission, please
resubmit your intention on the reply card and we will ship your
ornament to you. Only a limited number of ornaments have been
created, so please respond today to receive yours!
Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home

You and your intentions will be remembered in
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass offered each First
+VITAL & FLORENCE BROUILLARD, EDDIE & LOIS
OSOSKI by Don & Pat Brouillard
+VIRGINA LEE BRYANS, GARY FELDNER, SANFORD
ROSTAD, RUTH STREITZ, DONALD WOIWODE by
Betty Steinberger
+LAVERNE BURKHOLDER, DALE KUBOUSEK, HENRY
RISKE, VICTOR ROGALLA by Irene Schanilec
+SCOTT CHARRIER, NORMA NELSON by Francis & Susan
Peterka
+IONE DESAUTEL by Wally Desautel
+PATRICIA DESOTEL, JEAN RHEAULT, HARRY WADNIZAK
by Norm & Joan Rheault
+AELRED DETTLER by Laurence & Jean Charbonneau, Dave & Dorothy
McCullough
+DENNIS DVORAK, MARTHA MEDUNA, CINDY RAMBOUSEK by Angie
Marsh
+ELSIE DVORAK by Fred & Pat Jahner, Angie Marsh
+EISMANN, WASALYSIN, STOLTMAN, PASCHKE FAMILIES, JOE H.
STOLTMAN, EARL & LAVERNE BURKHOLDER by Wilbert & Mary Jane
Eismann
+MICHAELA & MARINA EVINGER by Duane & Kathy Binde
+MARK FOSTER by Jack & Doreen Kennelly, Paul & Pauline Savageau
+LILLIAN FERGUSON by Robert & Elizabeth Schumacher
+ED FRITEL, VINCENT BACHMEIER, RICHARD HEILMAN by Pat Fritel
+EUGENE GAGE by Rodger & Joanne Fewell
+HELEN GIEGER, MARCELLA URNESS by George & Sharon Maertens
+KURT GELLNER by Becky Gellner
+BOB GILL by Gayle Clifford
+JACOB GREEMAN by Harry & Irene Iverson, Bernice Larson, Anna Salvey,
Betty Steinberger, Margaret Stenberg
+KENNETH GREICAR by Jim & LaVerne Costello, Fred & Shirley Sobolik,
Kevin & Julie Zikmund
+NILA HEINLE by Brenda K. Rohrich
+DELLA HOLT by Mary Ann Nelson
+MIKE HOGLUND by George & Sharon Maertens
+AGNES JOHNSON by Stephen & Claire Krug, Paul & Pauline Savageau
+ELAINE KADLAC by Veronica Johansen, Pat Fritel
+ALICE KARAS by Margaret Dub
+JOHN KING by Norm & Joan Rheault
+WILLIAM J KLOSTERMAN SR by Larry & Joan Brunkhorst, Gerald & Bernice
Davis, Paul & Marlys Dotzenrod, Roger & Mary Haberman, Treadwell &
Alice Haugen, Frank & Annette Hlavnicka, Don & Sherrie Hook, Penalton
Larsen, Jackie Lingen, Debbie Nelson, Bob & Pat Sanden, Joel & Shirley
Sanden, Mary Schmit, Carol Simdorn, Marsha Sorenson
+JOE & HELEN KREMER by Kevin & Ronda Throener
+MELANY KUZNIA by James & Mary Kertz
+ROBERT LEBRUN by Larry & Gayle Coles
+JOANN LIDMAN by Larry & Margy Froelich
+LARRY LINDGREN by Immaculate Rosary & Study Group
+JEANETTE FRENCH LIZAKOWSKI by Ronald & Patricia French, Merlyn &
Dolores Grabanski, David & Karen Kamrowski,
+TIM MAYO by Dan & Connie Syrup
+RAE ANN MCGURRAN, BRIDGET MCGURRAN, TIM MCGURRAN by Mike
McGurran
+GUY MILLER by Ralph & Dawn Applegren, Roger & Yvonne Feltman, Leatrice
O’Keefe, Irene Schanilec, Sheila Slominski, Dan & Connie Syrup, Joseph
& Lorraine Zikmund
+EFFIE MULLIN by Mark & Jill Nelson
+HEDY NAGEL by Kurt & Jennifer Kelley
+BERNARD NOVAK by Robert & Dorothy Plutowski
+ROBERT J. OVSAK by Ray & Elaine Anderson, Gary Balanus, Alfred Hagen,
Amos & Jeanne Kotrba, Wayne & Joanie Krantz, Richard & Michelle
Kuzel, James & Cheryl Novak
+MICHAEL DALE SAUER by Wayne & Carol Denault
Christmas - 2013

Saturday of the month.
+CHARLES SLOMINSKI by Irene Duray, Wayne & Robin
Feltman, Marie Lizakowski, Sylvester & LaVonne Narlock,
Chet & Sharon Paschke, Robert & Dorothy Plutowski,
John & Alice Sevigny
+STERLING SMITH by Jill Quarry
+BEN SVIHL by Fred & Pat Jahner
+FATHER PABLO STRAUB by Brian Beaton
+THERESE “MICKIE” THOMAS by Pat Fritel
+LYNN THOMPSON by Olaf & Frances Aasand,
Darryl & Vonda Collette
+NORRIS THUNE by Brian & Rhonda Kvidt, Darline Pokrzywinski, Steve &
Shelly Stone
+WAYNE TUNSETH by Kevin & Julie Zikmund
+REBECCA WALD by Jacob & Molly Rodenbiker
+NATALIE WAVRA by Tim & Jill Mack, Kurt & Deann Parker, Ron & Kathy
Wavra
+VIRGIL WIERHOLD by Barbara Stenberg

John Kosobud’s 90th birthday by Kurt & Jennifer Kelley
Delores Hackenberg’s birthday by Terry & Mary Ann McKenna
Mary Ann McKenna’s birthday by Dolores Hackenberg
7 Grandchildren’s birthdays by Chuck & Kay Morehead
Ivy Johnson’s birth by Leo & Ruth Schaeffer
Jane Zidon’s 85th birthday by Irene Schanilec
Father Luiten’s birthday by Irene Schanilec
Our 40th wedding anniversary by Lowell & Carolyn Siebels
Nicholas Vonesh’s baptism by Robert & Cheri Hellem
Saint Gianna’s 10th Anniversary by Michael & Marjorie Lacoursiere

Father Albert Leary by Larry & Margy Froelich
Our children by David & Bev Gravdahl
Lee & Alia Klocke, Ken & Vickie Sims by John & Jan Klocke
Mary Fontaine by Jonathan & Nichole Vonesh
Greg & Mary Lou Hazard by Randy & Lori Zimprich

By Homecoming King Jacob Magnuson & Queen Anika Rovig
By Anonymous
For the blessings my family and I have received by Adriana Jimm

Protection of our religious liberty by Chuck & Kay Morehead
Kelly & healing of unborn baby boy’s heart defect by Irene Schanilec
Our family by Tom & Mary Ruhland
For children with special needs by Leroy & Darlene Musland
For family that has fallen away from the church by Judy Joeb

7

Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home

NONPROFIT ORG.

15605 County Road 15
Minto, ND 58261 - 9476

U.S. POSTAGE PAID

701-248-3077 or 877-701-3077
www.saintgiannahome.com
saintgiannahome@hotmail.com

PERMIT NO. 6

10 Years Celebrating the Gospel of Life

Alexandria Rose pictured above.

MINTO, ND 58261

