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want peace, joy, and hope for himself? That’s what Christ-

mas is all about: the gift of God’s peace, joy, and hope for 

every human being.  The 

same world that so      

desperately needed the 

Birth of the Christ Child 

two thousand years ago 

needs Him just as much 

today.  What God gave to 

the world in the fullness of 

time, He still offers us 

today. The peace, joy, 

and hope that only God 

can give is ours.  The Gift 

of God has been given to 

us: let us receive Him 

Who is our Peace and 

Life. 

On the next page is the 

well-known poem by  

Henry Wadsworth Long-

fellow, “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.”                                                                                        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although written more than a century ago, the words still 

speak to us today, living as we do in a time of civil unrest, 

social corruption, violence in our cities, and a life of hard-

ship for so many of our young families struggling to make a 

living and to raise their children to know, love, and serve 

God.  Many of us remember the poem because of the song 

it became.  Even now, Longfellow’s words echo true in our 

own day: For hate is strong, and mocks the song, of 

peace on Earth, goodwill to men.  But over and against 

this the great American poet speaks words equally true and 

much more powerful, for they are written in faith and with                 

expectant hope and the will of peace in his heart: God is 

not dead; nor doth He sleep!  The Wrong shall fail, the 

Right prevail, With peace on Earth, goodwill to men!          

There is something about Christmas music that brings 

back fond memories of our childhood, of warm and      

special times with family 

and friends who have been 

a part of our lives over the 

years, of the feelings of 

peace and joy and of ex-

citement and expectation 

and tremendous hope.  

Indeed, Christmas is a 

time that does bring 

peace, joy, and expectant 

hope, gifts that come 

through the Gift of the 

Christ Child Who came 

into our world, and as 

Christians we often taste 

these ‘gifts of Christmas.’  

But the peace, joy, and 

hope that the Christ Child 

gives is a gift offered to the 

whole world as well.   

This is why we hear stories every year of people whose 

lives are touched in unexpected ways through               

unexpected blessings that come to them precisely at 

Christmastime.  It is God reaching out to every person 

created by Him and belonging to Him, that all might know 

the peace and love that only Christ can give.  Yes, every 

person, regardless of when or where one is born, lives a 

life marked by struggles and difficulties, hardships and 

grief, just as the Christ Child lived by taking the whole 

human race to Himself to redeem us.  There is not a                      

single person on earth—from the beginning of time to 

its end—whose life is not united to Christ’s!  Everyone 

needs Him, even if some do not realize it.  Who does not 
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I heard the bells on Christmas Day 

Their old, familiar carols play 

And wild and sweet 

The words repeat 

Of peace on Earth, goodwill to men! 
 

And thought how, as the day had come, 

The belfries of all Christendom 

Had rolled along 

The unbroken song 

Of peace on Earth, goodwill to men! 
 

Till ringing, singing on its way, 

The world revolved from night to day, 

A voice, a chime, 

A chant sublime 

Of peace on Earth, goodwill to men! 
 

Then from each black, accursed mouth 

The cannon thundered from the South, 

And with the sound 

The carols drowned 

Of peace on Earth, goodwill to men! 
 

It was as if an earthquake rent 

The hearthstones of a continent, 

And made forlorn 

The households born 

Of peace on Earth, goodwill to men! 
 

And in despair I bowed my head;  

“There is no peace on earth,” I said; 

“For Hate is strong, 

And mocks the song 

Of peace on Earth, goodwill to men!” 
 

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: 

“God is not dead; nor doth He sleep! 

The Wrong shall fail, 

The Right prevail, 

With peace on Earth, goodwill to men! 
 

~Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
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Christmas Bells continued... 
Let us pray that all may hear Christmas Bells this year, the bells of peace, joy, and hope, not just for our-

selves ,but for those who are suffering in so many different ways: from loss of loved ones, from depression, 

from    financial setbacks, from sickness and suffering…  The list goes on, for there are as many different crosses 

to carry as there are people on earth.  But there is not one of us who is forgotten by God, not one of us whose sor-

rows He cannot heal; and so this year as we hear those Church Bells ring, we need to find our peace in Him Who has the power to 

heal and to change our suffering into victory and joy.   

As this newsletter goes to print, we see again the hope and the work of the Lord here at Saint Gianna’s.  We have a beautiful mother 

who delivered a precious little boy this morning, and is planning to place for adoption.  We have another woman anxiously awaiting her 

ultrasound to see if she is expecting a little boy or girl.  We have a number of little ones living here who bring us great joy and fill our 

home with joy and laugher.  An unexpected pregnancy for the mothers who come here is difficult because the situations and 

circumstances in their lives are not ideal; however, I can assure you that here at Saint Gianna’s those bells are heard and 

that the Christ Child brings great love and changes the fears and sadness into great joy – the joy of the Lord!   This is possible 

only through the many prayers, sacrifices, and financial support of you, our faithful supporters who help us hear those Church Bells, 

and our hearts are truly grateful!  May you and all those whom you love and care for enjoy a very blessed Christmas and         

joy-filled New Year, one filled with “peace on Earth, goodwill to men”!  

 Longfellow wrote this famous poem in the midst of the civil war during a time of great suffering and chaos in our country.  It was very difficult 

for him to accept the secession of the southern states and see his beloved country divided.  Like so many others, he also suffered personal                   

hardship.  In 1861 he lost his beloved wife Fanny when, while preserving locks of her daughter’s hair in wax, her clothing caught fire.  She was badly 

burned and died the next day.  In trying to save her, Henry himself was badly burned, so much so, that he was unable to attend his wife’s funeral.  

From that time forward he wore a long beard because of the severe scarring on his face.  He wrote in his diary that Christmas, “How inexpressibly 

sad are the holidays.” 

 Soon after, his own son Charley ran away to join the Union Army without his blessing, all the while the death toll in the nation increased,                          

much to Longfellow’s grief.  Just before Christmas of 1863, Longfellow received news that his son Charley had been severely wounded.  Fearing his 

imminent death, Longfellow set out with his younger son to recover Charley, whom the Lord spared.  

 It was in the midst of these tremendous sorrows and sufferings that this beautiful Christmas Carol was born, that God touched the 

heart of this husband and father and poet in such a way that he could hear the Christmas bells.  In the sweet ‘music’ of the Christmas 

story, God gave him back his peace and hope, through the Christ Child, Who conquered sin and death and, in their place, forgiven us, 

redeemed us, and given us eternal Joy and Peace. Indeed, let us hear the ringing of this Christmas Bell: He has given us Himself.   

The work of Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home has 
been enriched and blessed these past three     
summers through the addition of the Summer     
Service Learning Program (SSLP) of Notre Dame.  
These interns are a tremendous asset to the pro-life 
work here at the St. Gianna Home during the summer 

months.  When Grant Shaft first approached us about the possibility of having a couple of students with us for 8 weeks of the summer, we were 
interested right away.  Summers include many activities; and extra hands are not only a gift, but make it possible to give our mothers and children a 

dynamic summer and the much needed extra individual attention and care.   

When our first two interns’ time here was at an end, they felt like family, and it was very difficult to see them leave.  I wished that they had graduated 
already, and that we could have hired them on permanently.  With excitement we have welcomed another pair of interns each year, and they have 
also left their mark here on our hearts at Saint Gianna’s.  With each new relationship, we grow and learn and are blessed by the gifts that they 
share so generously.  I think, too, that Saint Gianna’s blesses them back, especially through the presence of God in our chapel and in their rela-
tionship with Him.  Daily Mass and prayer are a part of the work of Saint Gianna’s—and God is never outdone in generosity—so, we feel that the 

students of SSLP, the staff, and especially the mothers and children in our care are blessed through this relationship.   

On the next two pages we want to share four of these generous students and their Saint Gianna stories with you. Please pray for them as they    

continue to follow God’s plan for themselves.  
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“Two summers ago, I volunteered at the Saint Gianna Home through a Notre Dame SSLP for eight 

weeks. Nearly everyone who has spoken with me since that time has heard about how wonder-

ful, loving, and unique a place that it is. In my time there, I helped to cook food for summer camp, 

changed dirty diapers of newborns, and organize newly renovated rooms. At the same time, I held 

sleeping babies to my chest, jumped on trampolines, and danced in the rain.   

At the University of Notre Dame, it is easy to become self-centered and forget to find time to realize 

that the world is so much bigger than just oneself. "I need to finish my homework," "Just one more 

episode and THEN I'll go to bed," "No, I can't volunteer today, I have to go do the things I didn't feel 

like doing yesterday." I gave myself these excuses weekly, if not daily. However, at the St. Gianna 

home, it did not matter if I did not feel like doing the dishes or gardening, the wellbeing of the 

home and those living in it were put above my own more selfish desires. This was the first place 

that I understood what it was like living your faith through love, truly understanding what selfless love is. I saw it all around me. 

When I left the Gianna home, I experienced more peace in my heart than I ever had before. Because of this, I cannot 

seem to stay away. Every time that I go back to visit, I am welcomed with open arms. I have been able to go back twice 

now, and each time that I go, I feel my faith being renewed and my spirit calmed. I grew so much during my SSLP at the 

Gianna Home and can only pray that I keep living my life with such love. There is a deeper joy in that place than what I can 

even attempt to explain on paper; it can only be experienced. I am currently working as a data scientist for a government con-

sulting company called Booz Allen Hamilton. In my free time, I read, run, play kickball, and explore Washington D.C.”  

 

“This past summer, I spent eight weeks at St. Gianna’s Maternity Home in Warsaw, North Dako-

ta. The home provides a safe place for expecting mothers and their children to live during difficult 

times in their lives. St. Gianna’s is a Catholic home, meaning the residents are expected to live a 

Catholic lifestyle and help out around the house while they are living there. This includes attend-

ing Mass on Sundays and Holy Days, dressing modestly, and saying prayers before meals. The 

home tries to live as a family would live, with everyone pitching in to have things run smoothly. 

I worked as a housemother, cleaning, cooking, running errands, and of course babysitting the 

kids, too! My experience at St. Gianna’s was phenomenal, and I have been forever impacted 

by the people I met and the stories I heard while at the home.  

When I decided that I wanted to do my SSLP at St. Gianna’s, it was because I was very passion-

ate about my pro-life stance. I wanted to do something practical, instead of simply attending the 

March for Life, or discussing the abortion issue with friends, family, and classmates. Therefore, St. Gianna’s seemed like the 

perfect place for me for put my beliefs into practice. Even though I spoke with a student who had been at St. Gianna’s the pre-

vious year, I was stilled confused on what to expect my immersion to be like. I did not really understand the dynamic of the 

home until I arrived, and I was stunned by the successfulness of the home to live as a family would live. I immediately felt wel-

comed by everyone at the home, as they would be like my new family for the next eight weeks. 

I cannot express enough my appreciation for being able to live at St. Gianna’s this past summer. The living conditions at the 

site are wonderful, but the relationships that I made are what made this summer so special to me. I was able to feel true 

kinship with people who had been marginalized, which is exactly the theme of the SSLP. I made long-lasting relationships that 

have their base in God, as prayer is such a big aspect of the home. I saw God working in my life every day, making me so 

much more grateful for my life than I have ever been. I was able to  recognize certain faults in myself, such as complaining 

when there is no reason for it. Since returning from my immersion, I have noticed that I have complained considerably less 

than I used to, thanks to the lessons I learned at the home. Every day at St. Gianna’s brought a new challenge, a new story, 

that constantly left me amazed at the amount of love and care that the staff and volunteers feel for the women and their chil-

dren. Being a part of the St. Gianna family, even if it was for only eight weeks, was a privilege and blessing that I hope 

many other people can experience. Currently, I am a sophomore studying Chemical Engineering with a minor in Catholic 

Social Tradition and am looking forward to continuing my education at the University of Notre Dame.” 
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“Spending the summer at Saint Gianna’s was an amazing experience that I will never forget. It was amaz-

ing to see all the house mothers so dedicated to the people who lived in and depended on the home, not 

just in their work hours, but in their personal time as well. I felt that I was also able to grow in this and form 

relationships that lasted well outside of the “work time”. We spent our days helping out with nearly every-

thing around the house, from planting to cooking to cleaning, but most importantly being with the mothers 

and the babies and the girls. Doing dishes with the residents after dinner was one of my favorite parts of the 

day. Serving together brings a real sense of solidarity and oneness, and it helped me to see the  

residents in a new light and interact with them in a fun, but still productive way. Another joy of the 

home were the two young girls, G and K, who are at Saint Gianna’s often  and who were the first residents. 

They bring energy and excitement to the home, and are so much fun to be around. I was humbled to have a 

small part in their lives. 

One of the other many joys of Saint Gianna’s was the spiritual life. The Franciscans of Mary Immac-

ulate (FMI) across the street brought such a beautiful presence with them to the home. They were 

amazing spiritual role models, not just for the residents of the home, but for all the staff as well. 

Having the opportunity to attend daily Mass and Holy Hour strengthened my faith this summer and helped me to reach out to Jesus in the 

most difficult parts of the summer. In thanks for all that the FMI does for the home, we spent two weeks of the summer aiding with their 

summer JMI camp. Guiding young boys and girls in their faith was a beautiful thing to witness and take part in this summer, and as we saw 

former children born in the Gianna Home, it was amazing to see the fruits of the Home’s labor. It is obvious that the Home has done 

amazing work, alongside the FMI, and I was blessed to be a part of it this summer. I am currently in my sophomore year at Notre 

Dame studying Mechanical Engineering.”  

“On a grey and drizzly summer morning, I pulled up into in Warsaw, North Dakota, population ~50. I 
climbed a set of steps and into the warm interior of the large, old house that is Saint Gianna’s Maternity 

Home. This marked the beginning of a summer that challenged me, taught me, and nourished me.  

Being a summer housemother at Saint Gianna’s is probably different from working at other SSLP sites 
because we live on site and ultimately live as a family with the residents we serve. This is a truly unique 
experience because it allows one the chance to get to know the residents well, but also comes with 
some of the same challenges one would face when living with family. There are disagreements to re-
solve but relationships to build. We had a lot of fun but, we also had to navigate some difficult situations 
with the residents or their families. Ultimately, the Saint Gianna’s staff worked together and remained 
strong in the face of challenges, and summer interns also have roles to play within this team. It was hum-
bling when we, as summer housemothers, were asked to help create and implement solutions to prob-
lems within the Saint Gianna home. We were very much a part of the Saint Gianna’s team, and we were 

challenged to grow and lead to the extent with which we were able and comfortable.   

Being a summer housemother at Saint Gianna’s also offers one the opportunity to grow in faith. 
Saint Gianna’s is the first place where I saw Catholic faith and love truly lived out in the lives of 
the staff members. This was one of my favorite aspects of working at Saint Gianna’s for the sum-

mer. Seeing the example of the Saint Gianna’s staff, having the chance to attend mass and pray regularly, and being challenged to grow 
in my own faith made my summer at Saint Gianna’s very special and unique. When I first got to Saint Gianna’s, I felt very homesick and 
rather unsure of myself. During the first few weeks, it took me a few weeks to become fully acquainted with the procedures of the house. 
Further, in this role, it is difficult to measure success. The days are so varied and each interaction with the residents can be so different; I 
was not sure if I was fulfilling my role and being helpful. I found myself turning to prayer more and more throughout the summer and, by 
the end, felt that I had developed a deeper relationship with God. As a result, I was able to be more at peace with my role at Saint 
Gianna’s, despite the busy-ness of the days. The full-time staff at Saint Gianna’s is also incredibly kind and encouraging. It was a won-

derful environment in which to grow and be challenged in this way. 

Overall, my summer at Saint Gianna’s is one that I will always remember. I learned so much about myself and about others. I 
learned that our seemingly small interactions can have an influence on others. I learned that because I have been so incredibly 
loved in my life, I have the ability and the obligation to pass that on to others who are hurting. I got to know one resident quite well at 
Saint Gianna’s, and I was blessed to be present when her daughter was born that summer. I see a lot of people suffering in the world, 
and many times, the residents at Saint Gianna’s have suffered more than we can imagine. Kindness and love go a long way, much fur-
ther than we can see sometimes. Saint Gianna’s taught me to be mindful of the small, everyday things and the way in which we do them. 
Further, there is value in everyday things. Doing chores with patience teaches us to be patient with people. Being attentive to details in 
our work makes us more observant in our interactions with people. Getting to work at Saint Gianna’s for the summer is an experi-
ence that has shaped me and will remain with me for the rest of my life. Currently, I am attending medical school at Creighton     
University. I also recently signed with the United States Navy— they will be paying for my medical school, and I will be serving as a Navy 

physician for a few years after I graduate from medical school! In the meantime, it’s just lots of studying and learning and growing!” 

5 
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Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home extends a big thank you to 
all who supported our calendar raffle to raise funds to help 
keep our residents warm this winter! Maxine Schanilec      
receives the honor of selling the most tickets with our special 
thanks and $500. Listed below are this year’s winners: 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

October 4th ($1000) - Edwardine Szklarski, Stephen, MN 
October 5th ($1000) - Andrea Roach, Enderlin, ND 
October 6th ($1000) - John McDonald, Bismarck, ND 
October 7th ($1000) - Laurie Santangelo, Grand Forks, ND 
October 9th ($1000) - Paul Dotzenrod, Wyndmere, ND 
October 10th ($1000) - Joan Conlon, Hebron, ND 
October 11th ($1000) - Brian & Laurie Boyle, Walcott, ND 
October 12th ($1000) - Mr./Mrs. Richard Thompson,  
     Barnesville, MN 
October 13th ($1000) - Patrick Corrigan, Omaha, NE  
October 14th ($1000) - Jacques Vanderlith, Drayton, ND 

When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll 

find the exact same low prices, vast selection 

and convenient shopping experience as Ama-

zon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon 

will donate a portion of the purchase price to 

your favorite charitable organization. On your 

first visit to AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), 

you need to select a charitable organization 

(Saint Gianna’s Home, Inc.) to receive dona-

tions from eligible purchases before you begin 

shopping. They will remember your selection, 

and then every eligible purchase you make 

at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation.  

We have been blessed many times through the Bell Bank Pay it                       

Forward Christmas gift.  Our home and even our grounds are filled 

with the great generosity and goodness of this program started by 

Mike and Char Solberg, as well as Dick Solberg. Throughout the 

years several employees have used their gift to support our home and 

our mothers and their little ones. This year, again, Saint Gianna's was 

chosen as the recipient by Bernice Kram, Melissa Bozovsky, Jesse 

Dvorak, Vicki Gipple and Debbie Henke. They purchased a piano 

for us for our living room, which has already brought much music and 

joy!  They also presented our moms and little ones with many thoughtful gifts.  Bell Banks has truly shown us 

many times the true spirit of giving and of the Christmas Season!  THANK YOU BELL BANK! 

http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
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In 2014 we were given a great gift by an anonymous  and very generous family  who established Saint Gianna's Maternity Home                       
Endowment Fund through the Community foundation and that year, and each successive year, they  have offered a matching endow-
ment gift of up to $25,000.  In these few years our account has grown, and we look ahead with assurance that the ongoing gift of this 
foundation will provide well into the future for mothers and children in need.  North Dakota's income tax credit has helped with donors 
being able to give generously, and we are so grateful. Below is a further explanation for those who may be able and interested in giving 
this way.   

Support Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home with a Matched Endowment Gift 

 In 2014, the Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home Endowment Fund was established at the Community Foundation as a sustainable, 
forever gift to the organization. This endowment, currently at $195,000, has been an ongoing resource, last year providing $4,800 in 
funding for the Home’s operating expenses, including safe shelter, food, clothing, education, and counseling for mothers in crisis                   
pregnancies. 

 It is our goal to build the endowment to $500,000 within the next 4 years. This will provide Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home 
with approximately $25,000 of annual support, ensuring we can provide for the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of these families 
long into the future. To help reach this goal, a generous donor has offered to match all gifts to the endowment, up to $25,000 through             
the end of 2017. As you plan your giving during this holiday season, please consider how you can make an ongoing difference in lives 
of mothers and their children with a forever gift to the Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home Endowment Fund.  

Available Tax Savings 
Adding to this endowment is an act of great generosity and vision for generations to come; however, it may also come with significant 
tax savings. Through the North Dakota Charitable Income Tax Credit, endowment gifts greater than $5,000 to Saint Gianna’s Maternity 
Home Endowment Fund may qualify for a 40% ND income tax credit. This is on top of the savings you can receive on your federal return 
by itemizing your qualifying charitable donations. By taking advantage of these opportunities, you can significantly lower the net cost of 
your contribution and triple its impact. To learn more, please visit www.gofoundation.org/tax-credit.  Cash gifts of all sizes can be 
made online at www.gofoundation.org/st-giannas or by a check made payable to:   

Community Foundation 
Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home Fund 

620 DeMers Avenue 
Grand Forks, ND 58201 

If you would prefer to make a gift of securities from your brokerage or IRA account, please contact Becca Bahnmiller at bbahnmil-
ler@gofoundation.org or (701) 746-0668 to discuss the benefits and process of doing so. Thank you for your continued support of 
the mission of Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home and your consideration of a forever gift to the endowment. 

Special thanks to the Deacon                  

Howard J. and Hertha M. Hunkler 

Endowment Fund through Catholic 

Extension Society, whose generosity 

has helped us very much with much 

needed projects over the years. This 

year they are helping us to enclose 

an outdoor staircase for safety rea-

sons and helping us get a new water 

softener. We are so grateful. Please 

pray for the souls of Deacon Howard and Mrs. Hertha 

Hunkler. Also, please pray for the continued good                   

work and health of Sister Marie Hunkler, OSB, who    

celebrated her 50th Jubilee of Religious Life this                

past summer and also Father Jerome Hunkler,                        

who has been serving the Diocese since 1983. 

Saint Gianna’s                

Maternity Home               

has been chosen               

by Dakota Medical 

Foundation and              

Impact Foundation                      

to participate in                     

Giving Hearts Day 2018, a 24-hour online fundraising 

event that will be held on February 8, 2018.                     

Contributions of $10 or more will be matched by DMF 

or other generous donors. To support Saint Gianna’s 

and have your donation matched, simply go to                              

givingheartsday.org on Thursday, February 8th, 

2018.   
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+CAROL FOOTITT by Ron & Linda Beare 
+JEAN GIBBENS by Roger & Mary Sayler 
+NEAL GOERGER by Al & Connie Brandt 
+BILL GORDER by Ron & Dorothy Koester 
+MARGE GOWAN by Elaine Beck 
+BRYAN GRABANSKI by David & Karen Kamrowski 
+DONALD GRYSKIEWICZ by Janice, Anonymous,                                       

Alex & Marjorie Kasprowicz  
+MARK HAGEDORN by Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski,                             

David & Karen Kamrowski, Lee & Linda Lessard 
+ROGER HAGEN by Deborah Hagen, Roger & Bernice Kram,                             

Eugene & Theresa Marcotte 
+VINCE HETTWER by Jim & Judy Hettwer 
+BARBARA HIGGINS by Michael & Kristin Higgins 
+MONA HUCK by Bernard & Bernie Zastoupil 
+LYNN STEVEN JOHNSON by Paul & Barb Loegering 
+ANDREW JUENEMANN by Daniel & Amy Schmitz 
+LEROY & KEVIN KAMROWSKI by Judy Kamrowski 
+ROBERT KAMROWSKI by David & Karen Kamrowski,                            

Joe & Carol Pierce 
+ANNE KASPRICK by Ray & Janice Hunt  
+FATHER JOSEPH KIESELBACH, VICTOR KALINOSKI by Arlene 

Thune 
+DONNA KLEINSCHMIDT by Rod & Joan Schanilec 
+RICHARD KOVAR by Michael & Julie Marek, Fred Pribula,                        

Jared & Robbyne Sands 
+JACOB KRAM by Eugene & Theresa Marcotte 
+JEAN KRAM by the Family, Eugene & Theresa Marcotte 
+JOE & HELEN KREMER by Kevin & Ronda Throener 
+JOHN KROLAK by Anonymous 
+AUDREY KRUPICK by Paul & Pauline Krupick 
+HENRY “HANK” LEINTZ by Terri Kelly Barta 
+DUANE & DORIS LIFFRIG by Kim & Deborah Kaul 
+KELLY MAY by Steven May 
+CORENNE MCATEE by Jacob & Molly Rodenbiker 
+PATRICK WILLIAM MCGURRAN, ROSE DEZIEL by Mike &                         

Elizabeth McGurran 
+WILLIAM MILLER by Steve & Annette Hoornaert 
+EARL MONDRY by the Family, Terry Kelly Barta, James & LaVerne 

Costello, Sally Gaustad, Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski, Bernadette 
Greenagel, Ed & Ann Jiskra, Lanny & Lori, Patrice Koble, Ron & 
Dorothy Koester, Ray & Kathy Korynta, Shirley Lefevre, Hiladore & 
Pauline Osowski, Dorothy Plutowski, Michael & Joan Rose, Maxine 
Schanilec, Roger & Sandy Schuster, Shirley Suda, Sheila Trontvet, 
George & Georgian Wysocki, Anonymous 

+MARION MONDRY by Jay Mondry  
+BOB MORAN by Deacon Tom & Mary Geffre, Donnie & Jackie Readel 
+SYLVESTER & LAVONNE NARLOCK by Brian & Diane Rokke 
+CECIL NOVAK by Cyril & Delores Novak, Rod & Joan Schanilec,                

Anonymous 
+FATHER JIM O’DWYER by Tadhg Dwyer  
+DONALD J. OSOWSKI by Dennis & Felicia Gerszewski, Ron &                    

Dorothy Koester 
+SISTER MARGARET ROSE PFEIFER by Don & Marlys Richard 
+RAYMOND PLUTOWSKI by Rose Ann Plutowski, Iretta Mae Marynik, 

Clarence & Johanna Walski 
+STEVEN RISKE by the Family, Don & Susan Barclay, Irene Duray,  

Todd & Ellen Horter, Adrian & Doris Kiedrowski, Kenny & Evelyn 
Kilichowski, Iretta Mae Marynik, Dale & Judy Plutowski, Dorothy 
Plutowski, Earl & Lydia Plutowski, Jared & Robbyne Sands, Sheila 
Slominski, Ed & Merita Steinbrueck, Sheila Trontvet  

+HELEN ALI, FATHER PETER KRAMER, RAY PALUCK by Fred & 
Pat Jahner 

+FLORENCE ALBRECHT, ROLAND COSSETTE by Norm & Joan 
Rheault 

+PAULINE ARGENZIANO, ERIC SIVERTSON by Wayne & Carol 
Denault 

+EVELYN MARION AUDETTE by John & Clarice Vik 
+CHARLOTTE BEAUCHAMP by Laurence & Jean Charbonneau 
+DUANE BECK by Gwyndale & Marge Bayne, Remi & Betty                       

Beauchamp, Greg & Karen Bimler, Niel Carik, Melvin & Dea 
Carsen, Evie Delasantos, Wayne & Therese Devine, Jim & Rita 
Havis, Nick & Lynn Lane, Larry & Connie Osowski, Gary & Rosalie 
Paur, Jim & Marlyce Rysavy, Rod & Joan Schanilec, Robert & 
Carmen Vasichek 

+SISTER MARY ELSA BREN, KELCEE PAULICEK, EDITH                       
RAMBOUSEK by Angie Marsh 

+DANIELLE BJERKE-HAGEN, DENISE KOVARIK, SWEDE                        
SPORRER by Kevin & Julie Zikmund 

+DEL & JANE BLOCHER, WILLIAM KRETSCHMAR, ROBERT 
MCCONN by Grant & Jackie Shaft 

+FRANCES BRAATEN by Michael & Coralie Fix 
+JOHN & GEN BRODEN, JOHN BRODEN, JACK KITSCH,                      

ROSEMARY MILLER, DICK & GREG REGAN, JACQUE 
SCHWAB, SHIRLEY STEIN by Kevin & Brenda Regan 

+ROSEANNE CARIGNAN by Laurence & Jean                                    
Charbonneau 

+PATRICIA CARTER BROWN by Leslie East 
+ANNETTE CARLSON by Deacon Tom & Mary Geffre, Donnie &   

Jackie Readel  
+DARLENE CARLSON, JERRY DUFAULT, TERRY HALVERSON, 

TRAVIS REHOVSKY by Kevin & Julie Zikmund 
+BERNARD COLE by George & Faye Moen 
+MARY LINK DAVIS by Pat Sanden 
+JOLEEN DICE by Terese Nelson 
+BRUCE DOKKEN by Lee & Linda Lessard 
+MICHELLE DUPPONG by Bradley & Lisa Gray 
+JEAN DYRNESS by Jeannette Azure, Heidi Carlson, Erin &                               

Christopher Danduran, Deacon Ray & Lela Grim, Francis & Joyce 
Hafner, Gina Halbom, Adam & Julie Hollingsworth, Dawn Ihry          
family, Adam Johnson, Deb Johnsen, Maureen Kary, Janice Kjera, 
Anne Leonhart, Tammy Mattson, Debra Neseth, Chenise Nesler, 
Morgan Pandolfo, Amy Tollefson, Travis Warner, St. Catherine’s 
Cursillo Group 

+DEACON DAVID EBLEN by Deacon Tom & Mary Geffre, Sherry 
Rekken 

+BEA FEDORA, RYAN KUNTZ, LAVERNE MALLING by Angie Marsh 
+SHIRLEY FEENEY by Ron & Linda Beare, Paul & Pauline Savageau 
+BOB FELAND, JOHN RAFFERTY by Randy & Lori Zimprich 
+WYATT FELTMAN by Ray & Linda Lutovsky 
+LOIS FERRY by Joe & Carol Pierce 
+LOIS FOERSTER by Gary & Rosalie Paur 



Christmas - 2017 11 

 

 

 

Brother Francis, FMI, 1st Vows by Jerel & Rochelle Wieser 

Colleen Samson’s birthday by David Samson 

Irene Schanilec, Colleen Samson, Janelle Schanilec’s birthdays by                         

Yvonne Steen 

Birth of great-granddaughter, Joanna Minnie by Yvonne Steen  

Cynthia Janousek’s 60th birthday by Sheila Trontvet 

Mary Ann McKenna’s birthday by Delores Hackenberg 

Bernie & Sherry Houdek’s 40th wedding anniversary by Mike & Shawn                  

Hagstrom, Bev Witt 

Angie Marsh’s birthday by Loren & Lori Jepson, Gloria Krein 

Rick & Elaine Kilichowski’s 50th wedding anniversary by Kenny & Evelyn                        

Kilichowski 

Father Courtright’s birthday by John & Jan Klocke 

Baby Ewoniuk due January, 2018 by Terese Nelson 

Births of Nolan Kenneth, Tillie Ann & Kyrie Shale by Angela Westphal 

John Vandal’s 20th birthday by Daniel Kraemer, Shelby Cyr 

Our 33rd wedding anniversary by Brian & Rhonda Kvidt 

Sister Rosemarie Dvorak’s golden jubilee by Angie Marsh 

Marriage of Michael & Elizabeth McGurran by Terry & Mary Ann                                  

McKenna 

Father Courtright’s 25th anniversary of priestly ordination by Chuck & Kay                           

Morehead 

Birth of John & Maureen Anderson’s 10th grandchild by Chuck & Kay                        

Morehead 

Jeremy & Jamie Manstroms’ birthdays by Jim & Jeanne Mulligan 

Ivy’s birthday by Jay & Erin Ovsak 

All descendants of Bernard & Angeline Kamrowski by Joe & Carol Pierce 

Rose Przybylski’s 90th birthday by everybody at Villa St. Vincent,                    

Crookston, Susan Barclay 

Father Michael Hickins’ birthday by Don & Marlys Richard 

Angie Halvorson’s birthday by Paul & Colleen Samson 

Aubrey’s Baptism by Paul & Colleen Samson 

Willy & Kathy Bayne’s 40th wedding anniversary by Arlene Thune  

+AGRAPHINE RIVARD, FRANCES SEEBA, KRIS ANN SPEARS,                   
EDWARD & MARGO SCHUSTER FAMILIES, JOHN &                                         
JOHANNA STOLTMAN FAMILIES by Iretta Mae Marynik  

+DAN & FRANK RUDNICK by Lola Rudnick 
+JUDY SCHMITZ, LYLE SCHNEIDER by Gene & Theresa Marcotte 
+VERDA SANDS, ALLAN SITZER, LORRAINE SELNESS, BRAD                  

OLSON by Jared & Robbyne Sands 
+PHILIP SEVIGNY by Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski, Lee & Linda     

Lessard, Kristy Sevigny 
+RODGER SIMS by John & Jan Klocke 
+DAVID SLOMINSKI by the Family (Deb, Anne, Genevieve, Carl,     

Aaron), Gary & Linda Babinski, Remi & Betty Beauchamp, Todd 
Buckley, Mike & Sue Callahan, Lee & Sheila Czapiewski, Jon & 
Elizabeth Duncan, Sam Feltman, Paul & Lori Foley, Kevin & Phylis 
Frederickson, Tony & Vicky Gudajtes, Robert & Linda Kilichowski, 
Nick & Lynn Lane, Greg Lapp, Lee & Linda Lessard, Joe Lucas, 
Ray & Linda Lutovsky, Kent Luttschwager, Jake Oster, Jasper 
Oster, Sam Oster, Dale & Judy Plutowski, Dorothy Plutowski, 
Brandon Ramsey, Michael & Joan Rose, Rod & Joan Schanilec, 
Roger & Sandy Schuster, Collin Sherlock, Doug Slominski, Sheila 
Slominski, Kennan Snyder, Shawn Sperling, Lowell & Linda                
Thorson, Sheila Trontvet, George & Georgian Wysocki, ND Game 
& Fish Department of Williston, Co-workers Grafton Public School 
Grades 7-12. 

+IRENE STEFFAN by Phillip and family 
+ANNA STERN by Pete & Marie Anderson 
+BRIAN STOLTMAN by Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski, Jim & Rita                  

Havis, Kenny & Evelyn Kilichowski 
+NATHALIE SULLIVAN by Tom & Mary Dusek 
+RON UNKE by Dan & Delores Burianek 
+LUCILLE VOTATA by Ed & Merita Steinbrueck Family 
+LEA WALTZ by Lea Shulstad 
+NATALIE WAVRA by Ron & Kathy Wavra 
+MARLIN WENSTAD by Brenda K. Rohrich 
+JOAN WINKELS by Raymond Simon 
+PAUL WOUTAT by Jeanne Peterka 
+MARCELLENE ZOLA by Harold, Richard & Carol Gerszewski, Iretta 

Mae Marynik, Jared & Robbyne Sands 

Poor & unemployed by Brian Beaton 

Blake’s baptism anniversary by Brian & Rhonda Kvidt 

Kathryn Akin by Angie Marsh 

Parents health by Roger & Mary Sayler 

Karla Kozel by Ray & Kathy Korynta 

George & Jake by Maureen M. Srur Lindeman 

By Don & Denelle Narlock 

By W Alan & Margie Burke 

Son, great grandson & great granddaughter by Maureen Srur-Lindeman 

Souls in purgatory by Katie Luze 

Abortion Clinic to close in Fargo by Chuck & Kay Morehead 

 

For friends, Punky & Roberta Beauchamp by Karen Corbid 

For family and friends by Amy Goduti 
 

To Kelly Schanilec for taking many of the beautiful photos in this 

newsletter. 

Donna & Berdette Howe by Gerald & Mary Jahner 

Parents, Elwood & Ellen Tetrault by Lisa Tetrault Sonterre 

Bud & Peggy Etzord by Carol Kaiser 

Ken & Vickie Sims family by John & Jan Klocke 

Chuck & Kay Morehead by John & Jan Klocke 

Vern & Lori Dosmann by John & Jan Klocke 

Bishop Folda & all priests in the Fargo Diocese by Chuck & Kay                     

Morehead 

Grandchildren & great-grandchildren by Chuck & Kay Morehead 

Ken Kuznia by Beverly Johnson 

Rami & Baby Topp by Jim & Lori Carlson 

Godparents Nathan & Jennifer Modeen & Matt & Sarah Effhauser                       

by Ben Gergen 

Wavra Family by Lindsey Sobolik 



Brother Francis, Father Joseph 

Kassity & Geianna Hannah 

Crissy & Addison 

Aubrey 

Destinee Donell & Danee 
Monica 

Brittany, Morgan & Bethany 


