As the days grow shorter, we long for the light. In the chaos
and relativism of our society we long for truth and order.
While the world is at war, we long for peace. In suffering
and pain, we long for hope.
In loneliness and sadness,
we long for joy. In this difficult
time in the Church and in
our country, we look for light
and direction. In all these
we look to the tiny Baby Who
has changed the world.
At Christmas each of us,
no matter how old, look to
Bethlehem for hope and
for meaning. The Creator
of the Universe came as a
Baby, so approachable, so
innocent, so simple and
so beautiful, and yet so
unexpected.
Do we recognize the work of
God in our midst? If we had
lived in Bethlehem or seen
the star that the wise men
followed, or if we had been
shepherds in the hills nearby,
would we too have gone to
welcome our newborn King?
Would we have been able to
look beyond the circumstances
of His humble birth and recognize that indeed our Lord has
come as a baby because of
His tender compassion, His love for us, His desire for us
to approach Him? Each Christmas, God calls us again,
as He called the shepherds and wisemen, in the midst of
their work and concerns, to come in faith, in humility and
in simplicity. We must seek Him…as they did and as He is.

In the humbleness of His birth and the poor circumstances of His first home, we realize Who and what
is really important – all else fades into the background:
our cares, our worries, our concerns, and our work and
attachments no longer matter because we are in the
presence of Love Itself, in the presence of this Baby Who is
the Prince of Peace. Those who were privileged enough to

hear the first sounds uttered by the Christ-Child, those who
came in humility and reverence to honor a tiny child were
indeed the ones who received more than they could have
ever imagined. They were
some of the first to see
the Face of God, and we
remember those Wise men
and shepherds today for this
great act of faith that brought
them to Bethlehem to see our
Lord.
Even today, our Lord gives us
many opportunities to hear
His precious cry, to open the
doors of our home and our
hearts to His need and to His
disguise in the poor and
needy among us. To see the
Christ Child, none of us needs
to go to Bethlehem; He, rather,
comes to us in the poor and
suffering, the lost and the
hopeless among us. Indeed,
He comes to us where we
are, in our own families and
neighborhoods, and yes, He
comes to Warsaw, here to this
beautiful work of Saint
Gianna’s, truly a work of
Christmas and a work of
compassion. Here we receive
the poor and the vulnerable,
those who are weak and
alone and who are in need of hope, a place to live, and
most especially knowing that they are loved by God and
are precious in His sight. And indeed, it is in serving Him
through them that we are given hope and peace and joy.

Thank you for welcoming the Christ Child and His Mother
so beautifully through your prayers and support of Saint
Gianna’s Maternity Home. Indeed, we are most richly
blessed by your kindness, and even more so by seeing the
little miracles that God works in the lives of the women and
their little ones that we are so blessed to serve.

Saint Gianna’s
Maternity Home

Serving the Body of Christ
as a Pro-Life Home of Formation
for Pregnant Women and their Children

Volume 16, No. 3
Christmas - 2018

Spiritual Director

At Saint Gianna’s we have truly seen God’s providential care over
the years as He has helped with many little miracles in our establishment and maintenance in providing for our mothers and their precious
little ones. This has mainly come through the generosity and sacrifices of
many of you, and we are humbled by your continued support. As good stewards
of the work of Saint Gianna’s we are also trying our best to provide in the
future, when those of us who began this beautiful work are no longer here.
This being said, we recently received a most generous gift through the estate of
James Pettinger to help with this and also provide for the renovation of our east
side fire entrance that is 98 years old! We take seriously our duty to pray for
James and for all who have helped us over the years. Each night the staff
and residents pray the night prayer of the Church in gratitude to those who
make our life and work here at Saint Gianna’s a reality.
Additionally, since 2014 we have had a family that has started and continues
to provide for an endowment fund that will be a great help in maintaining this
beautiful work well into the future. Below is more information on how you can
help in this way.
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Support Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home with a Matched Endowment Gift
In 2014, the Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home Endowment Fund was established
at the Community Foundation as a sustainable, forever gift to the organization.
This endowment, currently at $241,224, has been an ongoing resource, last year
providing $7,562 in funding for the Home’s operating expenses, including safe
shelter, food, clothing, education, and counseling for mothers in crisis pregnancies.
Together, we can build the endowment to $500,000 within the next 3 years.
This increase to the endowment will provide Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home with
approximately $25,000 of annual support, ensuring we can provide for the physical,
emotional, and spiritual needs of these families long into the future. To spur
progress toward this goal, a generous donor has offered to match all gifts to the
endowment, up to $25,000 through the end of 2018.
As you plan your giving during this holiday season, please consider how you can
double your impact and make an ongoing difference in lives of mothers and
their children with a forever gift to the Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home Endowment
Fund.
Available Tax Savings
Adding to this endowment is an act of great generosity and vision for generations
to come; however, it may also come with significant tax savings. Through the
North Dakota Charitable Income Tax Credit, endowment gifts greater than $5,000
to Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home Endowment Fund may qualify for a 40% ND
income tax credit. This is on top of the savings you can receive on your federal
return by itemizing your qualifying charitable donations. By taking advantage of
these opportunities, you can significantly lower the net cost of your contribution
and triple its impact. To learn more, please visit www.gofoundation.org/tax-credit.
Cash gifts of all sizes can be made online at www.gofoundation.org/st-giannas
or by a check made payable to:
Community Foundation
Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home Fund
620 DeMers Avenue
Grand Forks, ND 58201
If you’d prefer to make a gift of securities from your brokerage or IRA account,
please contact Becca Bahnmiller at bbahnmiller@gofoundation.org or (701) 7460668 to discuss the benefits and process of doing so. Thank you for your continued
support of the mission of St. Gianna’s Maternity Home and your consideration of a
forever gift to the endowment.
Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home

“I’m thankful for the Gianna Home for being a
stepping stone of growth in my life. I am now

half-way through my journey at UND pursuing
a degree in social work. I hope to help other
young mothers be successful. Keagan is happy
at his preschool and I couldn’t be more blessed.”
~Whitney

“Enya and I are so grateful for the time we had
at Saint Gianna’s! Everyone was supportive of
us, and it will always be our second family.
Thank you especially to the housemothers, and, of course, Mary
Pat, for being such positive role models and guides. I am currently
working as a social worker in the child welfare system, and Enya is
in the second grade. She will be receiving Reconciliation and First

Communion this year!” ~Emily

“My thoughts about the Gianna
Home, where do I begin? The
Gianna Home changed my life for the good; i am forever
thankful I found the Gianna Home. They gave me faith
again; after I lost my mom, I had a downhill battle with
depression, fighting with my family. It was not good, but
once I discovered the Gianna Home I knew my life
would one day matter again and it did. I had nothing; I
was homeless and pregnant with my daughter, but, with
the help of the Gianna Home, I got my life back and I
found a forever family for my beautiful daughter Everlee
who is 5 now and my son is now 6 and is amazing!”
~Amanda
Christmas - 2018
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During the Advent and
Christmas Seasons of the
Church, we hear a lot about the miracle
of Christ. It’s easy for us to imagine the
Nativity scene we are accustomed to: the
little baby Jesus, laying in a manger
peacefully. However, part of the miracle
of Christmas is that God allowed us to
see His face in the birth of Jesus
Christ. While nowadays we are familiar
with the idea of the Christ child, it’s
hard to imagine how shocking it was
that God would become man in the
form of a vulnerable baby.
Often the face of God and His work in
our life is not what we expect it to be.
He shows up in ways we can’t possibly
imagine, guiding us on a path where we
can’t always see beyond the next turn.
Five years ago former Saint Gianna
Home resident Jourdan had this experience of Christ’s face as she gave birth
to her daughter, Nora, after attempting to
abort her unborn child.
“I was using drugs even while I was
pregnant, and I figured why would I bring a
child into this?”, Jourdan recalls asking herself as she made the decision to go forward with
a two-day abortion procedure when she was about 3 months pregnant.
While we may not have been in Jourdan’s shoes, how often do we feel as if life inconveniences us and that the next turn is forced upon us rather than what we would have chosen?
It’s in moments of hardship and tough decisions that God is often working in disguise. While
we can’t recognize His plan being revealed to us, He asks us to have faith that He truly can
work miracles, even now.
“I couldn’t get a ride back to the cities for the second day of the abortion,” Jourdan shares.
“I started it but couldn’t finish it, so I went to a doctor. He laughed in my face, telling me how
the baby wouldn’t survive a night, or a month, and how it would be messed up if it did.”
It was at this point that Jourdan moved into the Gianna Home, at the encouragement of her
mother. She made this decision, realizing that she needed help in some way even if she
didn’t necessarily want it.
“[The Gianna Home] is not what I thought it was,” says Jourdan. “Yes, it’s a home and there
are rules and you live with other women, but they help you get in touch with what you’re
missing in life. They help you get on the right track. They make sure that you’re healthy and
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that you are ready to move out with your baby.” The Gianna Home is usually a short stop on
the path of the women who need help. Imitating Christ, the goal at the Home, isn’t to complete a checklist for Catholic living, but rather to foster a relationship. Offering help, guidance, and reprieve from the busyness of the secular world and its suggestions, the Gianna
Home provides a light in the darkness and is a place that allows God to work His miracles.
I am beyond grateful for the Gianna Home; without them I don’t think I’d have Nora. God put
Nora in my life for a reason, granted I veered off the path, but I feel God’s hand works in my
life…I’ve worked hard and been open to it and let my faith do the work; without God, Nora
wouldn’t be here.”

By choosing to be Christ’s presence in the world, the Saint Gianna Home fulfills their mission
to ‘bring the love of Christ to all women who come here,’ creating relationships that extend
beyond time and place. St. Gianna’s ‘stands by all mothers so that they can find the right
solutions for themselves and their children,’ and this often continues to happen even when
mothers are not living at the Gianna Home but are out in the world, trying to stay the path of
love and have faith in the God of miracles.
Jourdan now calls Nora her “little miracle, given to [her] to help [her] believe that anything
is possible with God.” This message rings true all year long, but at Christmas Nora’s
story helps to remember that our God truly is a God of miracles.
~Rebecca (Barclay) Crooks, former Housemother

Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home has again
been chosen (by sponsors Dakota Medical
Foundation, Impact Foundation & Alex Stern

Family Foundation) to participate in Giving
Hearts Day 2019, a 24-hour online fundraising
event that will be held on Thursday, February
14th, 2019. Contributions of $10 or more will
be matched by DMF and other generous
donors. To support Saint Gianna’s and have
your donation matched, simply go to
givingheartsday.org on Thursday, February
14th, 2019. Checks written out to Saint
Gianna’s Maternity Home, (dated for February

Join Jourdan’s little miracle, Nora,
and Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home on
February 14th, 2019 for Giving Hearts Day.
Christmas - 2018

14th, with GHD in the memo) will also be
accepted as long as they are received by that
day.
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Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home extends a big thank you to all who
supported our calendar raffle to raise funds to help keep our residents
warm this winter! Maxine Schanilec receives the honor of selling the
most tickets with our special thanks and $500. Listed below are this
year’s winners:
Oct. 8th ($500) - Kevin/Dianne Krump, Breckenridge, MN
Oct. 9th ($500) - Diane Martin, Harvey, ND
Oct. 10th ($500) - Annette Roth, West Fargo, ND
Oct. 11th ($500) - Julie Treinen, Ortonville, MN
Oct. 12th ($500) - Evelyn Miller, Fargo, ND
Oct. 13th ($500) - Stephanie Nilles, West Fargo, ND
Oct. 15th ($500) - Patrice Koble, Minto, ND
Oct. 16th ($1000) - Mary Mach, Minto, ND
Oct. 17th ($1000) - Mary Lane, Graceville, MN
Oct. 18th ($1000) - Sharon Hauschulz, Rock Lake, ND
Oct. 19th ($1000) - Marian Hoffarth, Langdon, ND
Oct. 20th ($1000) - HD Tax & Accounting, Grafton, ND
Oct. 22nd ($1000) - Clint & Angela Hoggarth, Lamoure, ND

Again, this year Saint Gianna’s has been blessed by the
Deacon Howard J. and Hertha M. Hunkler Endowment
Fund through Catholic Extension. The generosity we
have received in memory of Deacon Howard and Hertha
over the years has made a very practical difference here
at Saint Gianna’s, and we are so grateful.
This year we will replace the deteriorating front entrance
and are adding hand rails to greet all who visit our Home.
This will certainly increase the safety of those coming to
our Home, especially the pregnant women and the elderly
who visit. We want to thank the Catholic Extension
Society and the family of the Hunklers. Both Sister Marie
Hunkler and Father Jerome Hunkler have done much
good in the local Church over the years. We continue
to pray for the Hunklers and ask you to join us in
these prayers of gratitude.

It has been 10 years since Mike (CEO) and Char Solberg, along with Dick Solberg,
of Bell Bank, began their Pay it Forward program to help people and organizations in
need. This program allows full time employees $1000.00 each to choose what good
they can do on behalf of Bell Bank. This program and the example of Bell Bank has
been far reaching and has done tremendous work in this decade. We at Saint Gianna’s
are the very humbled recipients of several employees over the years, and this year is
no exception as again Melissa Bozovsky, Jesse Dvorak, Vicki Gipple, Debbie
Henke, Bernice Kram, and Eileen Teberg blessed us through their gift and in so
many ways. On top of this, we were also blessed through Sophia Ferderer from
the Minneapolis branch of Bell Bank Mortgage
who joined them this year. We were able to get
new freezers in addition to many personal gifts for
our mothers and little ones. Their generosity is all
around us; as over the years they have helped in
new sidewalks and carpets, bikes and play ground
equipment, a piano and the list goes on... The heart

of Bell Bank is truly an ever-present reminder
here at Saint Gianna’s that we are loved and taken
care of through the sacrifices and love of so many
who share our mission.
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+HAROLD ANDERSON, GRANDMA “FRAN” by Laurence & Jean
Charbonneau
+FRANCIS BABINSKI by Mike & Cecilia Grembowski
+LEROY BARSNESS, ARLENE BRANDT, JIM VIGEN by Grant & Jackie
Shaft
+DANIEL BELLEMARE by Norm & Joan Rheault
+KASPER BINSTOCK, JARED HUBER by Joe & Melinda Fredrich
+MARGARET BRUDY by Michael & Coralie Fix
+RON BRUSKI by Hiladore & Pauline Osowski
+LEONARD BURESH by Ron & Dorothy Koester
+JOSEPH BURGE-KRUCZYNSKI by Kenny & Evelyn Kilichowski
+EUNICE CHRISTENSEN, DORIS ECKES by Gregory & Maureen
Potucek
+VIRGIL CHRISTENSEN by Nick & Lynn Lane
+DOLORIA DUSEK, FRAN GERSZEWSKI by Dan & Delores Burianek
+ARDELLA FUGELSTAD, MARY HALSTEAD, LES HENDRICKSON by
Wallace & Colleen Dalman
+DECEASED MEMBERS OF THE FRANKLIN T. GIBBENS, JEAN
WARRIMONT GIBBENS, PHYLLIS SAYLER & MARVIN SAYLER
FAMILIES by Roger & Mary Sayler
+SISTER M. ALVERNA GOLDADE OSF by Al & Connie Brandt
+BRYAN GRABANSKI by David & Karen Kamrowski
+RAMONA HEIDRICH by Jim & Lori Carlson
+DOLORES HOFFARTH by Eugene & Theresa Marcotte
+DANIEL HOUDEK by Doreen Parkes, Shirley Sobolik
+HAROLD & AGNES KAMROWSKI, ROBERT KAMROWSKI by David &
Karen Kamrowski
+WILMA KAPPEL by the Family
+DOROTHY KARAS by Kevin & Julie Zikmund
+ETHEL KLINKHAMMER by Bill & Lila Harmsen, Mary McClure, Ron &
Dorothy Koester
+PAUL KNOSALLA by Gail Erlendson
+LORETTA KNOTT by Brian & Kelly Wavra
+JAMES KOWALSKI by Janice Gryskiewicz
+DONNA KUHLMAN, JUDE HILS by Peter & Patricia Kuhlman
+MILDRED LIES by Jerry & Bev Klein
+MARIE LIZAKOWSKI by Brad Burianek, Dan & Delores Burianek, Dale &
Judy Plutowski
+FRANCES MARSH, JARED HUBER, JASON RAMBOUSEK by Angie
Marsh
+FRED MONDRY by David & Karen Kamrowski, Rod & Joan Schanilec,
Sheila Slominski, Don & Susan Barclay
+BERDINE NEEB by Daniel & Amy Schmitz
+ELIZABETH NELSON by Will & Margaret Schafer
+JAN NICE by Rod & Joan Schanilec
+DOUG OLSCHLAGER by Steve & Annette Hoornaert
+EDDIE & LOIS OSOSKI by Pat, Richard, Penny, Pam
+EVELYN PLUTOWSKI by Todd Burianek
+FRANCES RISKEY by Kenny & Evelyn Kilichowski, George & Georgian
Wysocki
+ZACHARY SAVAGEAU, JANICE WEHAGE by Paul & Pauline
Savageau
+VICTOR SOBOLIK by Todd Burianek
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+LYNN STOLTMAN by Ed Stoltman, Karen Cudmore, Edmund & Ann Jiskra
+SYLVESTER R. THOMAS by Paul & Barb Loegering
+LOUISE TIBERT by Rod & Joan Schanilec
+NORBERT & CECILIA VANYO by Phil & Laurie Kraemer
+JIM WALSKI by Brian & Rhonda Kvidt, Rod & Joan Schanilec, Shirley Suda
+NATALIE WAVRA by Ron & Kathy Wavra
+IRENE WENSTAD by Brenda Rohrich
+ANNA WHELAN SJURSEN by Mike & Michelle Such
+FATHER STEPHEN ZASTOUPIL, DOROTHY KOSTELECKY by Bernard &
Bernie Zastoupil

Birth of Isobel Kerian by Paul & Colleen Shaft, Jarlath & Diane Oley
Jerry & Mary Meyer’s 60th wedding anniversary by Al & Connie Brandt
Jerry & Ellen Misialek’s 50th wedding anniversary by Kurt & Jennifer
Kelley, Paul & Colleen Samson
Shannon & Dena O’Connor’s 7th wedding anniversary by Pat & Betty
Lou O’Connor
Marriage of John & Sydney Shaft by Grant & Jackie Shaft
Marriages of Collin & Lena Granger, Tanner & Victoria Granger by
Candonn & Cheryl Granger
Anne Mondry’s birthday by Kenneth & Carol Gardner
Mary Ann McKenna’s birthday by Delores Hackenberg
Angie Halverson by Paul & Colleen Samson

30 years to the Diaconate: Deacon Arlie Braunberger, Deacon Raphael
Grimm, Deacon Eugene Klein
25 years to the Diaconate: Deacon Carl Orthman
Father Brian Beaton and parishioners at St. Elias Parish by Brian Beaton
My grandchildren by Delores Hackenberg
Jonathan Avalos by Angie Marsh
Great granddaughter, Quin Anderson’s Baptism by Father Luiten by
Chuck & Kay Morehead
John Ross Klocke, Chris & Jessica Sims, Tony & Dorothy Flood by John
& Jan Klocke
Mary Alexander by Amy Ledom
Parents, Elwood & Ellen Tetrault by Lisa Tetrault Sonterre
Grandpa Ralph Tucker by his grandchildren
Friends: Loretta Votava, Pat & Brenda Breen, John & Jan Klocke by
Chuck & Kay Morehead
By Brian Beaton
Father Dan Mrnarevik by Tim & Laurine Hodny
Safe travels by Angie Marsh
Successful “40 Days for Life” by Chuck & Kay Morehead
By Roger & Mary Sayler family
By Grant & Jackie Shaft
Safe delivery of baby by Luke & Melinda Seidling
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