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“The humble cradle of
Bethlehem, by its wonderful charm, focuses the
attention of all believers.
Deep into the hearts of
those in darkness, affliction
and depression there sinks
and pervades a great flood
of light and joy. Heads that
were bowed lift again
serenely, for Christmas is
the feast of human
dignity, the wonderful
exchange by which the
Creator of the human race,
taking a living body,
deigned to be born of a
virgin, and by His coming bestowed
on us His divinity.
The Church has the mission to
announce to the world the highest
and most needed message that there
can be: the dignity of man, the call to
be sons of God. It is the powerful
cry, which from the Manger of
Bethlehem to the furthest confines of
the earth resounds in the ears of men
at a time when that dignity is
tragically low.
The holy story of Christmas
proclaims this inviolable dignity of
man with a vigor and authority that
cannot be gainsaid – an authority
and vigor that infinitely transcends
that which all possible declarations of
the rights of man could achieve.
Christmas, the Great Feast of the
Son of God Who appeared in human
flesh, the feast in which heaven

stoops down to earth with ineffable
grace and benevolence, is also the
day on which Christianity and
mankind, before the Crib, contemplating the goodness and kindness
of God our Savior becomes more
deeply conscious of the intimate
unity that God has established
between them.
The birth of the Savior of the
World, of the Restorer of human
dignity in all its fullness, is the
moment characterized by the
alliance of all men of good will.
There to the poor world, torn by
discord, divided by selfishness,
poisoned by hate, love will be
restored, and it will be allowed to
march forward in cordial harmony,
towards the common goal, to find at
last the cure for its wounds in the
peace of Christ.”
– Venerable Pope Pius XII

The preceding excerpts are
from the 1944 Christmas
Message of His Holiness
Venerable Pope Pius XII.
Venerable Pius wrote this
message during World War
II when, in his own words,
“For the sixth time Christmas dawn breaks again on
battlefields spreading ever
wider.” His words gave
hope in a world where the
dignity of human life was
ignored, and where the
value of a person was
contingent upon his race,
his health, his religion, and
his age. These words of hope and
love and of the Peace that Christmas
and the Child of Bethlehem bring to all
men of goodwill give us reason, once
again, to trust in this tiny Babe as
another Christmas dawn breaks, this
year for the 37th time on a country that
has legalized the killing of the weakest
and most defenseless in our culture.
Let us pray that the Gift of the
Christ Child will change the heart
of our nation
on this Feast
of Love. May
His
Peace
reign in our
families,
in
our country
and throughout
the
world.
Venerable Pope Pius XII

By Rev. Fr. Raymond, O.C.S.O
From the forward of his book
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“Indeed God has spoken. And He
has spoken to you and me. But
when He says ”Christmas,” He
means Christ and His Mass. When
He says “Merry” He not only wishes
us to meet His Christ, but wills that
we become His members; He not
only wishes that we learn about
Christ’s Mass, but wills that we live
it. Unless we have heard all that, we
have never heard God’s greeting.
Unless we do all that, we have never
returned it; for we have missed the
Gospel, rejected the Gift and will never attain our Goal. For Bishop Jacques
Benigne Bossuet never spoke more eloquently than when he said: ‘There is
nothing in the universe greater that Jesus Christ; and nothing in Jesus Christ
greater than His loving Sacrifice; and nothing in His loving Sacrifice greater
than that last sigh and precious moment which separated His all-adorable
soul from His all-adorable Body.’ And I say that the loving Jesus Christ
made that moment eternal and ever present; for when He said, ‘Do this in
commemoration of Me’, He not only ordained His priests and empowered
them to say Mass, but gave you a gift that makes every day a Christmas.
Christmas is a feast – for most people, the biggest of the year. But
Christmas is also a fact - and for all peoples, the greatest of any year. To
celebrate the feast aright, we have to grasp the fact. We do that if we hear
God greeting us at Christmas. And that we hear is eternally important ?
?Of course this greeting of God, which brings us face to face
feast and a fact, brings us also face to face with what baffles our
standing. Why should God ever speak to you or to me? ? Why
Bethlehem’s Child love us to death – even to the death on the cross?

with a
undershould
Why?

There is only one answer. It was put into words for Monsignor Romano
Guardini, the European philosopher and theologian, as he stood nonplused
before evident fact, the same fact that faces us in God’s greeting us at
Christmas in the form of an Infant. Guardini asked the same question we
have asked and knew no answer that would satisfy until a friend said: Love
does such things! And when that Love is Infinite, what can we not
expect?”

Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home

As we again approach the great Season of Christmas, a time when the spiritual realities and the depth of these
mysteries make us all bask in the glories of God’s magnificent plan, a plan fulfilled in the Creator of the universe Who
became an innocent and helpless Child for our sake, we pause to contemplate the scene at Bethlehem. In our minds
and hearts we go back to a privileged time and place where very few people were blessed to visit, the moment in
time where God Himself came among us as an Infant and when all of Heaven paused to adore the Christ Child in the
arms of His beloved mother. I would think that there is not one among us who has not thought about how
beautiful and how graced it would have been to be among those privileged chosen few to witness the
mystery of the Incarnation and the tender love of God for His people. We would have loved to have been
among the very few who were able to hold the Christ Child in their arms and to feel the beating of His tiny Sacred
Heart.
How blessed are the wise men and the shepherds who were there with Our Lady and Good Saint Joseph as they
welcomed the King of the universe, and who were among the first to hear His cry and see His delicate little hands and
feet and to have the honor of gazing on the face of God Incarnate. The wonder that fills our souls as we meditate on
the beauty of God’s plan makes Christmas a time of profound joy and inspires in us a great generosity and desire to
help the Christ Child Who, in His humility, became helpless and poor, completely dependent on the goodness of men.
Indeed this tiny Babe changes the hearts of young and old and inspires us all.
It is this spirit of Christmas, of charity and generosity, that I have seen played out again and again in the work of Saint
Gianna’s Maternity Home. This is my tenth Christmas in Warsaw, and I am amazed to see what God has done in this
tiny village. Saint Gianna’s has been open for seven years, and in that time there have been just short of sixty
mothers welcomed here, welcomed to our “inn” where there is room for mothers who choose life even in the
midst of very difficult circumstances and situations. There have been as many babies born and welcomed into this
world with great love and joy, the same love and joy with which we would welcome the Infant Jesus. Indeed the
season of Christmas is very much a part of our work and our mission of serving: one mother, one baby, one family at
a time.
As this newsletter goes to print we see again the blessings of our Lord. We have a beautiful mother preparing to
deliver a precious little boy before Christmas, whom she is planning to place for adoption. We have another woman
anxiously awaiting her ultrasound to see if she is expecting a little boy or girl. We have another mother who did place
her son for adoption this past year and is working on finishing high school. We also have little ones living here again
who bring us great joy and fill our home with excitement and laughter.
How blessed we are to be a part of the work of Christmas, to
truly welcome our Lord by welcoming His precious little ones.
In a small way the work of Saint Gianna’s does bring us
to Bethlehem, and what a privilege it is to be a part of
this work of God’s love and mercy. I am very grateful to
each of you for your prayers and sacrifices and your financial
support of our work at Saint Gianna’s. You are in my daily
prayers, as well as the prayers of our spiritual director, Father
Christensen, and our staff, board, and residents.
Merry Christmas! May God richly bless you for your kindness
to us!

Mary Pat Jahner
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Blessed Margaret of Castello who lived from 1287 – 1320 is our Christmas
patron this year. Born lame, blind, a hunchback and a midget, Margaret, who
lived only 33 short years, was also described in writings of her life as ugly.
And for all of this, this holy woman, by the life she lived, shows us the true spirit of Christmas and the kind of true
peace and joy only those who know and trust God truly possess. We know that Jesus preached on the Sermon on the
Mount, “Blessed are the poor in Spirit,” but if we really ponder these words, we discover that they were
first ‘preached’ some thirty years earlier in Bethlehem, at the Birth of our Lord and Savior. As Scripture
reminds us, “You are well acquainted with the favor shown you by our Lord Jesus Christ: how for your sake he made
himself poor though he was rich, so that you might become rich by his poverty” (Ep 8:9). There is a great richness in
living a life of poverty, and it is in our poverty and our nothingness that God Himself fills us and does beautiful things in
us and for us. It is this very lesson that Blessed Margaret teaches us through her humble and simple life.
Margaret was born into a noble and wealthy Italian family. Most would have thought her to be known for the kind of
wealth, power, and beauty generally associated with children of noble families. Because of the severe physical defects
Margaret was born with, her own family loathed her from birth, going so far as to announce that their child in all her
frailty was not likely to live. They gave complete charge of their newborn baby to one of the servants in their
household, in essence dismissing her as their own concern. It is actually this servant who named Margaret and had her
baptized. Margaret did live in the family castle for the first six years of her life. Despite her physical deformities, she
was very intelligent and a very pleasant child to be around. She was also very spiritual for a child of such a young age.
Her parents, however, had a growing concern that ‘their secret’ would be known, that people would find out that
their child was still alive and terribly deformed. Ashamed of their own child in whom they saw nothing noble or
beautiful, and repulsed by her physical appearance, Margaret’s parents conceived a horrible plan for her, a plan that
seems almost unfathomable for anyone who is a parent. They hired a mason to build a little cell attached to a church
in the country, instructing him to leave a hole in the stonework to put food through and also to allow Margaret to
hear Mass being celebrated in the church. They instructed the servant who had charge of her to explain to Margaret
that, living in her small cell, she could now pray all day as she wished. Their plans being brought to conclusion,
Margaret was literally bricked into a tiny cell where she was walled off from the world and considered as good as dead
by her family.
It was in this cell for the next fourteen years that Margaret lived and grew in the things that matter for eternity. As
attested by the parish priest, Margaret did not resent her situation or her parents; instead, she was grateful to God for
the chance to grow in knowledge and love of Him. Indeed, Margaret in her poverty and her solitude was given greater
gifts then most children her age and cared for by God Himself, Who had a beautiful plan in the history of salvation for
little Margaret, who remained hidden from the rest of the world during her life on earth.
After fourteen years, the country fell under attack and her parents made plans to leave the area. In their preparations
to move, they heard of a shrine where there were miraculous cures taking place and decided they would give Margaret
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one last chance to be ‘normal.’ Freeing her from her prison for the first time in fourteen years, Margaret’s parents
took her to the pilgrimage shrine where they pushed their daughter forward, commanding her to pray with all her
might for a cure. After a whole day of watching Margaret pray and seeing that she was still deformed, her parents left
her there, ‘utterly disgusted’ that God did not respect their rank and nobility, and hurriedly left that town. Their blind
daughter, whom they left alone in a strange city, was never to hear their footsteps again.
It was then that Margaret, this saintly young woman
with severe physical handicaps, began a ‘homeless’
life, which she lived until her death. In spite of this,
she was befriended by other homeless people, who
quickly understood that Margaret indeed was a holy
soul. Her days were filled with prayer, but she
never ceased in her struggles and suffering in
knowing she had ‘no place to lay her head.’ One
especially cold night, as she was huddled in a
doorway shivering and trying to sleep, she was
found by another homeless woman who told her
she would surely freeze to death and that Margaret
should go with her to sleep in a stable belonging to a
local carpenter who had given the homeless women
permission to use it. This event was recorded
as one of Margaret’s greatest blessings,
because she felt honored to be given the
wondrous privilege of sleeping in a stable as
our Lord had done on coming into the world.
It was like being at Bethlehem, Margaret thought.
She had never felt closer to our Lord than on that
cold winter night.
Margaret lived for thirteen years in that city before her death. She did nothing but good to all. In her last years she
became a Third Order member of the Dominicans, a Mantellata (as Saint Catherine of Sienna was). Although misunderstood by some, this woman, who is always described in writings as ugly and deformed, shows us many beautiful things
and teaches us many noble lessons about true poverty, beauty and nobility. Although born wealthy, everything was
quickly taken away from Margaret because she was not what her parents or others considered beautiful. Although
born as nobility, her dignity and freedom were stripped from her because Margaret did not measure up to the world’s
idea of what an attractive person should be like.
When looking for pictures to put in this newsletter with this article, I too struggled to find a beautiful picture to
include, as we usually do in our feature on one of the saints of the Church. And yet, is this not exactly the lesson that
Margaret is teaching us? That true beauty lies in our conforming our lives to God’s will and letting his love
and goodness shine through us to others. Does not Margaret truly teach us what true beauty is, and also what
true riches are? In spite of her parents’ importance in their own day, we have no books written about them - in fact,
we do not know their last name. After all, their kind of nobility and status is only an earthly kind, while we know that
Margaret’s nobility, riches, beauty, dignity and freedom came from God, just as ours do in being created in His Image
and likeness and elevated to heavenly royalty in Baptism. Thus, the one who is poor in spirit while on earth is eternally
rich. As God declares of His children, “You, however, are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people he
claims for his own to proclaim the glorious works of the One who called you from darkness into his marvelous light.
Once you were no people, but now you are God’s people; once there was no mercy for you, but now you have found
mercy” (1 Pt 2:9-10).

Christmas - 2010
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“At Christmas many parents are troubled about the morality of perpetuating the
idea of Santa Claus. The problem is easily solved; there is a Santa Claus. His
name is God. Not Kriss Kringle. Not St. Nicholas. The real Santa Claus is He
who gave life to Kriss Kringle and to all who believe in that Dutch version of the
Christmas story. It is He who inspired St. Nicholas not only with sanctity, but
with the idea of being loving and joyful enough to stuff stockings with presents
on the birthday of his Lord and yours.
Why not tell yourself and your children the truth? Tell them that God is Santa
Claus, and that the greatest Gift He could ever give was given this day. Tell
them that every greeting they hear or give of “Merry Christmas” is but the echo
of God’s Word. That every gift they receive, every present they wrap, is but
symbol and memento of Him who was given us by God as gift, and wrapped by
Mary in swaddling clothes. Tell them that He who is the Truth makes Christmas and makes it merry. Make it plain to them that there is a Christmas only
because there is a Christ and there is a Mass!”
- These excerpts are from Rev. Fr. Raymond, O.C.S.O. and his book
Love Does Such Things, God’s Christmas Gift to Man

“The world seeks joy, but cannot find it far from God.
We must understand that our joy comes from Jesus.
With Jesus in our hearts, we bear joy He is the strength that helps us.
Happiness is having Jesus in our hearts.
But the secret of happiness is to live moment by moment and to
thank the Lord for everything he sends us out of His goodness.”
~Saint Gianna Beretta Molla

Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home extends a grand thank you to all who supported our calendar raffle to raise funds to help
keep our residents warm this winter! Almost $5,200 was awarded during daily drawings (except Sundays) from October 1 through
November 1. A special prize of $500 goes to Maxine Schanilec of Grafton, ND, for selling the most tickets.
Oct. 1 $250 - Landis McDonald, Bathgate, ND
Oct. 2 $250 - Ralph & Jean Dyrness, Valley City, ND
Oct. 4 $500 - Rachel Jahner, Alexandria, MN
Oct. 5 $100 - Mary Alice Connor, Devils Lake, ND
Oct. 6 $100 - Elaine Swartz, Park River, ND
Oct. 7 $250 - Peter Zavoral, East Grand Forks, MN
Oct. 8 $100 - Roberta Lus, Grace City, ND
Oct. 9 $100 - Hilary Feltman, Minto, ND
Oct. 11 $100 - Kathy Dosch, Bismarck, ND
Oct. 12 $100 - Emil & Donna Wachinski, Minot, ND
Oct. 13 $100 - Carmen Lyons, Lisbon, ND
Oct. 14 $100 - Paul & Sheila Leier, Fargo, ND
Oct. 15 $100 - Roger Muggli, Crystal Lake, IL
Oct. 16 $100 - Steve Hoornaert, Fessenden, ND
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Oct. 18 $100 - Mary Ann McKenna, Grand Forks, ND
Oct. 19 $100 - Wally DeSautel, Grafton, ND
Oct. 20 $100 - Joan & Ernest Mangino, Grand Forks, ND
Oct. 21 $100 - Thomas Gowan, Manvel, ND
Oct. 22 $500 - Orville & Audrey Wilhelm, Bottineau, ND
Oct. 23 $100 - Rosemary Schatz, Zeeland, ND
Oct. 25 $100 - Tammy Mallett, Mitchell, SD
Oct. 26 $100 - Kirk & Lori Motl, Grand Forks, ND
Oct. 27 $100 - Jean Kram, Langdon, ND
Oct. 28 $100 - Raymond Greevers, Hollister, MO
Oct. 29 $100 - James Ebertowski, Chester, VA
Oct. 30 $100 - Maribeth Kuznia, Falls Church, VA
Nov. 1 $1000 - Duane & Bev Otto, Langdon, ND
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+ARNOLD BANGS, ELIZABETH MEYER, EDWARD VIOLET by Elizabeth Steinberger
+LARRY BATES by Brian & Kelly Schanilec
+HARVEY BEAUCHAMP by Laurence & Jean Charbonneau
+DONALD D. CHISHOLM, CHARLES “CHUCK” GOWAN, WALTER L. “BUD”
HEWITT, LEROY A. KAMROWSKI, NORMAN W. SLIVICKI, MARY E.
SLOMINSKI, DONNA E. TUSOW, ROBERT W. WALSKI by Brian & Mary Schuster
+COURTNEY CIHAK by Norm & Joan Rheault
+JEANNE COBB, CAROL DAVIS, CARSTEN FUGL, DICK HAMPLE, HAZEL KNOLL,
JIM MARSHALL, LEONA ULMER by Alan & Ruby Gramlow
+DOMINIC COLLETTE by Gwyndale & Marge Bayne, Margaret Dub
+MARK COLLETTE, BUD HEWITT, LEROY KAMROWSKI, DONNA TUSOW
by Irene Schanilec
+EMELINE COUNTS, MARGARET HAVERSTRAW, JOHN SCHAAN,
RAYMOND SCHWAN by Renee Laframboise
+GEORGE & RUTH CUMMENS by Dwaine & Melissa Blanscet
+AURELIA DUFFY, ERNEST PASCHKE, JOHN MICHAEL STOLTMAN by
Wilbert & Mary Jane Eismann
+SYLVESTER & MARIAN KASPRICK EBERTOWSKI, C.S. KYE by
James & Insuk Ebertowski
+LAVERNE GAARDNER by Ernie & Jane Slominski
+BRYAN GRABANSKI by Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski, Arnie & Barb Lizakowski
+RICHARD “DICK” HOOEY by Sharon Fritz
+JANET HELBING by husband Doug and family, Kathy Albin, Henry & Claudette Bussiere,
Larry & Gayle Coles, Kathy Dosch, Scott & April Eide, Albert & Jean Fischer, Michael
& Coralie Fix, Larry & Margy Froelich, Thomas & Lisa Froelich, Randy & Geri Frohlich,
Shane & Brenda Goettle, Wayne & Diane Goter, Michael & Karen Grosz, Mary Haich,
David & Esther Helvig, Gregory & Karen Hillig, Mike & Karla Hillstrom, Deacon Ron &
Marilyn Hogan, Steve & Francie Koppy, Ross & Cherrie Moody, Joseph & Colleen
Ressler, Mary Frances Schmitt, Margaret Sitte, Charles & Doris Splinter, Mary
Winbauer, Bob & Deb Wingenbach
+ALVINA HUSSEY by David & Becky Elbert, Mert Engelhard
+LEROY & KEVIN KAMROWSKI by Judy Kamrowski
+LUCAS KELLER by Darcy Meier
+WAYNE KJORLIEN by Mike & Rae Ann McGurran
+ANDREW KUZNIA by Rose Przybylski
+DARLENE LIZAKOWSKI by Arnie & Barb Lizakowski
+IRMA MALAFA, RICHARD SCHULTZ by Tom & Mary Dusek
+ELEANOR MARSH by Fred & Pat Jahner
+DECEASED RELATIVES by Mike & Rae Ann McGurran
+PETER M. MEIER by Tony & Mary Ann Wanner
+VIDA MICHALSKI by Gwyndale & Marge Bayne
+LYLE MONDRY, LINDA L. DALE by Mary Mondry
+GENEVIEVE & PATRICIA MOOTZ by Simon & Patricia Schwan
+DAD by Jim & Loretta Olson
+EINER PETERSON by Charlie & Marion Eldredge
+BARB PIKULA by George & Sharon Maertens
+FRANK SCHILLER by Phyllis Schiller
+CLARICE SCHUMACHER by Benjamin & Delphine Vetter
+JOHN “JACK” STEINBERGER SR by Betty Steinberger
+FREDA SLETTEN by George & Sharon Maertens
+ERNEST STOLTMAN by Anthony & Angela Deplazes, Irene Schanilec,
Brian & Mary Schuster
+PAULA TUNSETH by David & Sara Lipsiea
+MARGARET WALDEN by Randy & Lori Zimprich
+BETTY WARFIELD by Chuck & Kay Morehead

By Brian Beaton
For family by Fred & Jane Wirth
For family by Alphe & Gloria Rheault
For Eismann family by Wilbert & Mary Jane Eismann
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Baptism of Felix Joseph Johnson by Frank & Suzanne Argenziano
Birth of grandchild by Frank & Margaret Marvin
Birth of granddaughter, Lyla Grace Dreier by Mary Mondry
Birth of granddaughter, Gianna Lorraine by Joseph & Lorraine Zikmund
Adoption of Antoinette Rose Que Smalley by Brian & Mary Schuster
Celia Adams 100th birthday by Frank & Susanne Argenziano
Uncle Paul Meyer’s 90th birthday by Brian Beaton
Henry Riske’s 90th birthday, Lois Stanislowski’s 85th birthday, J.D. Miller’s
80th birthday, Eugene Dauksavage’s 75th birthday, John G. Riskey’s
50th birthday by Brian & Mary Schuster
Bishop Aquila’s 60th birthday by Harold & Bonnie Rodenbiker,
Brian & Kelly Schanilec
Matthew & Julie Argenziano’s birthdays by Frank & Suzanne
Argenziano
Sue Bono’s birthday by Betsy Carlsen, Willis & Suz Samson,
Jesse & Janet Susi
Angie Halvorson’s birthday by Paul & Colleen Samson
Delores Hackenberg & Mary Ann McKenna’s birthdays by
Terry & Mary Ann McKenna
Jaclyn Hurly’s birthday by Jane Fethers
Fr. John Kleinschmidt’s birthday by Kenny & Evelyn Kilichowski
Lori Slocomb Klocke & Patricia Kukert’s birthday’s by John & Jan Klocke
Katie Marino, Marlys Miller & Mary Schuster’s birthdays by
Brian & Kelly Schanilec
Jill Quarry’s birthday by Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski
Marriage of Gabrielle Hils & James Thesing by
Amy & Mary Ellen Goeke
Marriage of Courtney & Derek Swanson by Vern & Rosemary Kadras
Richard & Dorothy Narlock’s 60th wedding anniversary by the family,
Robert & Nancy Schlomann
Our 55th wedding anniversary by Robert & Dorothy Plutowski
JD & Marlys Miller’s 54th wedding anniversary by Brian & Kelly
Schanilec, Brian & Mary Schuster
John & Lorraine Axtman’s 50th wedding anniversary by Renee Laframboise
Hank & Janice Korszak’s 50th wedding anniversary by Margaret Dub,
Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski
Harold & Marcellene Zola’s 50th wedding anniversary by the family
Kenny & Evelyn Kilichowski’s 40th wedding anniversary by
Brian & Mary Schuster

My six healthy grandchildren by Mary Mondry
For family blessings by Mary P. Hixson
For family blessings by Joe & Debby Karas
Adopted children, Charles & Sarah and their families by Cy & Mary Ann Votava
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