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ten by Saint Ambrose.

S

aint Agnes is one of forty
saints named in the Roman
Canon or First Eucharistic Prayer
of the Church. Most of us are
familiar with the names of the
seven Holy Women
(not
inclu ding the Blessed
Mother) listed at the end of
the Canon: Felicity, Perpetua, Agatha, Lucy, Agnes,
Cecilia and Anastasia; however, it is not often that
most of us pause to think
about them, their lives, and
the lessons they teach us.
Because the Church has
chosen their names to be a
part of each Mass, calling
them to mind during some of
the most precious moments
this side of Heaven, they are
very important to our spiritual
life and to the life of the
Church. Although they represent
a broad spectrum of nations, ages,
and states of life, these chosen
women, though rich in faith and in
virtue, have relatively little written
about them and their lives. We
know enough bits and pieces,
though, to see that this group of
holy women is in a way representative of the universal Church. When
they gave their lives to God, Anastasia was a widow, Felicity had grown
children, and Felicity’s servant Perpetua was a new mother. We know
that Cecilia was a bride, while both
Lucy and Agatha were virgins.
Young Agnes seems to stand
alone, since she was a mere

Saint Agnes

child when she gave her life
through martyrdom.
What a
great mystery God is speaking
through Agnes: that a child can join
the heavenly ranks of the saints by
responding to the grace of God!
Though only 12-years-old when she
gave her life as a martyr (according to
Saint Ambrose; Saint Augustine says
she was 13), Saint Agnes is a beautiful
and inspiring witness to us because of
the strength of her love for our Lord.
She is one of the most revered saints
of the early church, loved by the
other saints and held up to us as an
example by the popes. In fact, we see
many depictions of her in art and in
poetry, including a composition writ-

Although her virtues are widely
known, the details of her short life
are sparse indeed. We know that
she was born around the year 291
and martyred during the reign of
the Roman Emperor Diocletian.
We also know that she died as a
witness both to the Church and
for her purity.
Agnes was
born into a Christian family
who were members of the
Roman nobility. The Prefect
Sempronius planned to arrange
a marriage between the beautiful
Agnes and his son. Agnes, who
had promised herself to the
Lord, refused the arrangement.
This angered the official, not only
because of the humiliation to his
son, but also because Christianity
was forbidden to be practiced. And
so, as Pope Damasus wrote in the
inscription on a marble slab by her
grave, “the judge threatened to give
over her virginity to a house of
prostitution, and even executed this
threat; but when a young man
turned a lascivious look upon the
virgin, he fell to the ground stricken
with blindness…” In the end, she
was sentenced to death, but similar
to what happened in the case of
Saint Polycarp, they were unable to
kill her by burning and so beheaded
this most virtuous young girl. The
Christians soaked up her blood
that was on the stadium floor
with cloths that they kept as
relics.
Continued on next page
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In sacred art St. Agnes is often pictured with a lamb, which is what her name
means in Latin. We know that in following the Good Shepherd, we are all
lambs or sheep, but in following the Lamb of God, we must try to imitate
the purity of Christ. Because of her great purity, Agnes’ name is especially
fitting, since this saint demonstrates most beautifully how to follow the
Good Shepherd and serve Him with ardent faith and humility. The name
Agnes also has a Greek meaning derived from the feminine Greek adjective
hagne meaning chaste, pure, or sacred. It is believed that one of the last
things Agnes said in the days or hours before her death was this: “Christ
made my soul beautiful with the jewels of grace and virtue. I
belong to Him whom the angels serve.”
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From De Virginibus by Saint Ambrose:
The cruelty that did not spare her youth shows all the more clearly the
power of faith in finding one so young to bear it witness. … There was
little or no room in that small body for a wound. Though she could scarcely
receive the blow, she could rise superior to it. … She stands undaunted by
heavy, clanking chains. She offers her whole body to be put to the sword by
fierce soldiers. She is too young to know of death, yet is ready to face it.
Dragged against her will to the altars, she stretches out her hands to the
Lord in the midst of the flames, making the triumphant sign of Christ the
victor on the altars of sacrilege. She puts her neck and hands in iron chains,
but no chain can hold fast her tiny limbs.
A new kind of martyrdom! Too young to be punished, yet old enough for a
martyr’s crown; unfitted for the contest, yet effortless in victory, she shows
herself a master in valor despite the handicap of youth. … In the midst of
tears, she sheds no tears herself. The crowds marvel at her recklessness in
throwing away her life untasted, as if she had already lived life to the full. All
are amazed that one not yet of legal age can give her testimony to God. So
she succeeds in convincing others of her testimony about God, though her
testimony in human affairs could not yet be accepted. What is beyond the
power of nature, they argue,
must come from its Creator.
You could see fear in the eyes of
the executioner, as if he were the
one condemned; his right hand
trembled, his face grew pale as he
saw the girl’s peril, while she had no
fear for herself. One victim, but a
twin martyrdom, to modesty
and to religion; Agnes preserved her virginity, and gained
a martyr’s crown.
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Saint Agnes was martyred on January 21st, probably in the year 304. Her feast day in
the Church is celebrated on the day of her death because it is her birthday into Eternal
Life. Before 1962, the Church calendar also celebrated the natural (or earthly)
birthday of this young saint, on January 28th. The Church continues to celebrate a
tradition that has belonged to the feast of Saint Agnes for many years, and that
is the blessing of two lambs whose wool will be used to make palliums (a wool
band worn over the chasuble) given by the Pope to newly made archbishops of the
Church.
The lambs are raised in a Trappist abbey of Tre Fontane in Rome and brought to the
Vatican to be blessed. Before going to the Vatican, however, they are taken to the
Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth the day before the ceremony, and it is there that
they are washed with soap, dried, fed and pampered a bit before the celebration the
next day. On the morning of the Feast of Saint Agnes, the sisters adorn the two lambs
with flowers and small roses. One has a white mantle with the initials S.A.V. (Saint
Agnes Virgin) and the other a red mantle with the initials S.A.M. (Saint Agnes Martyr).
After being presented to and blessed by the Pope, they are entrusted to the Roman
convent of Saint Cecelia, where the sisters use the lambs’ wool to make the palliums
for each year’s newly appointed Archbishops.
The pallium, a liturgical vestment, is a circular band draped around the
shoulders and having two long bands attached, one hanging down the front and
the other down the back, so that the pallium forms a Y-shape on both sides.
Made of white wool, every pallium has six crosses. The pallium was traditionally worn
only by the pope, but later the Holy See began to present palliums to certain hierarchy
in designating their particular jurisdictions. The pallium is a symbol of the archbishops’
unity with the successor of Saint Peter and also of their pastoral authority. Pope John
Paul II (Blessed John Paul II as of May 1, 2011) began the tradition of distributing the
pallium on the Feast of Saints Peter and Saint Paul on June 29th.
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This year the Feast of Divine Mercy is celebrated on May 1st and in addition
to the usual joy and celebration that accompanies this feast during the
Easter Octave we also celebrate the elevation of the great and beloved
John Paul II who is beatified on this day. We celebrate this occasion and
this great feast with the words of this holy pontiff, words he spoke in his
Divine Mercy Sunday homily of 2001.
“Let us thank the Lord for His love, which is stronger than death and sin. It is
revealed and put into practice as mercy in our daily lives, and prompts every
person in turn to have "mercy" towards the Crucified One. Is not loving God
and loving one's neighbor and even one's "enemies," after Jesus' example,
the program of life of every baptized person and of the whole Church?
With these sentiments, we are celebrating the Second Sunday of Easter,
which since the year of the Great jubilee, is also called "Divine Mercy Sunday." It is a great joy for me to be able to join all of you, dear pilgrims and
faithful who have come from various nations to commemorate, after one
year, the canonization of Sr. Faustina Kowalska, witness and messenger of the Lord's merciful love.
The elevation to the honors of the altar of this humble religious, a daughter of my land, is not only a gift for Poland but
for all humanity. Indeed the message she brought is the appropriate and incisive answer that God wanted to offer to
the questions and expectations of human beings in our time, marked by terrible tragedies. Jesus said to Sr. Faustina
one day: "Mankind will not have peace until it turns with trust to My
mercy" (Diary, 300). Divine Mercy! This is the Easter gift that the
Church receives from the risen Christ and offers to humanity at the
dawn of the third millennium.” -Blessed John Paul II
In many ways the Church speaks these same words, now about another
Polish “Saint”, John Paul II. It was during the Jubilee Year 2000 that God
in His Mercy and with the apostolic blessing of Pope John Paul II that we
began the work of then, Blessed Gianna’s Home, a great work of love
and of mercy for those we serve and for each of us involved in this
pro-life apostolate. We are so grateful for the great joy of the gift of
Divine Mercy shown to us each day in large and small ways throughout
the Universal Church and in the work of Saint Gianna’s. We are grateful
that the richness of His mercy is shown to us this year in the beatification
of John Paul II. We are also blessed in the small ways God showers His
mercy on the Saint Gianna Home throughout the year. On the following
page are examples of His love and mercy for us through our employees
and our residents as well as those who love and support us. Indeed the
Lord, in His great mercy, does provide!
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I came to St. Gianna’s in August shortly after graduating from Ave Maria University in Florida. My path to St. Gianna’s is rather a long one. I first heard about it
a few years ago from a good friend of mine who spent some time working here.
Her love and stories about St. Gianna’s really intrigued me, and St. Gianna’s
stayed on my heart for a long time. In my junior year of college I went on a mission trip to Ecuador. During the trip, we visited a home for women recovering
from various problems. We spent a couple of hours talking with the women and
learning about their unique situations. At the end, we all gathered to pray together. The women of the home asked if they could show us a prayer they say
together every day. They got in a circle, clasped their hands tightly together, and
began yelling in Spanish, loud and unashamed. I can hardly speak a word of
Spanish, but somehow I knew they were chanting the Serenity Prayer, which
was later confirmed. I saw beautiful women who realized they were beautiful,
who realized that they were daughters of the Father and loved by Him. I
was really struck at that point and knew that I wanted to do whatever I
could to help women realize their dignity and the dignity of their children in
this way.

Jess making pasta for Saint Gianna’s birthday party.

In my senior year, I applied to St. Gianna’s and was offered a position as a
housemother. To be honest, I was a little reluctant to move to rural North Dakota.
However, I loved the ministry, so I also sought opportunities at other maternity
homes and was even offered a position at another. Upon visiting both beautiful
homes however, I knew that St. Gianna’s was where I belonged.
I am truly grateful for the time I have spent thus far at St. Gianna’s. Among the
residents and staff, I have met many beautiful women who show God’s active
presence in our lives. Every day, I feel as if I receive more than I could ever
hope to give, but I pray that despite my own weaknesses, God is able to
work through me to show his love for every woman and child. I am excited
to see where God leads me for the rest of this journey. ~Jessica

Jess having fun with one of our residents.

Over the years I have heard many stories about people being reaffirmed in their
Catholic Faith, usually due to some type of crisis. I never really thought much
of these stories, probably because I myself had fallen away from my faith over
the years. You could say I was a Christmas and Easter Catholic. That was
until I found myself facing my own hardship.
This past year I found out I was pregnant. It was not happy news for the people
closest to me. I was being seriously pressured into terminating the pregnancy again. Two years earlier I had been coerced and deeply hurt by the lies of
abortion. I knew that I would never let that happen again. And I knew that
someday I would meet God and would have to answer for all my choices. I
Colette, expecting a boy on May 17th.
knew I was keeping this baby, I just did not know how; who could help me,
where would I go? I began looking into every pro-life resource I could, and I began to pray. It had been a long time
since I had done this. In less than a week of asking for God's help, I spoke with the Sisters of Life on a Monday in
October, and the next day I was on a plane from New York to North Dakota. I know in my heart that God saved this
baby and that He has a plan for him and for me too.
I am now with the most loving and accepting people. It was coming back to my faith that led me to the Gianna
Home. The Gianna Home teaches that we are all God's children - no matter what our past is or what we have
done. This has really helped me to heal. I feel that I have been given a second chance, a new beginning. I am
due in May and am counting down the days until I meet my son. Thank you to all who support and are a part of the
work of Saint Gianna's. I feel safe and at home here. Saint Gianna’s Home is God’s answer to my prayers for my
unborn baby. ~Colette
Easter - 2011
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+MRS. EILEEN AKERS by Keith & Gina Mykleseth
+BEVERLY ANDERSON by Richard & Rae Ann Lynne
+RANDY BAUMANN by Amos & Audrey Krebs
+RICHARD BELLERUD by Family & friends, James & Bonita Faller
+DELORES BLACK by Daniel & Mickie Thomas
+JEANNE BRUGGEMAN, MARVIN OLSON by Norris & Arlene
Thune
+PAUL CAMPBELL by Todd Burianek, John & Dawn Miller,
John & Alice Sevigny
+GERTRUDE “TRUDY” CICHA by Tim & Jacqi, Veronica Johansen
+THEODORA “TEDDY” CLARK by Joe & Jill Ford
+ORVILLE DAHLEN, COLIN FERGUSON by Kurt & Jennifer Kelley
+DORIS (DODE) DALE by Vern & Rosemary Kadrmas
+BERNARD DEMPSEY, JIM HOGOBOOM, LEONARD
JORGENSON, ELIZABETH NERUM, HAROLD PETERSON
by Betty Steinberger
+KATHERINE DUKART by Rev. George Dukart
+ALICE EITHER, SARAH LINDEMON, IDA RIVARD by Rose
Przybliski
+ELMER EKERN by John & Dawn Miller
+EVELYN FELTMAN by Doug & Colleen Anderson, Gwyndale & Marge
Bayne, Todd Burianek, Alan & Susan Collette, Irene Duray, Tom &
Mary Dusek, Aber Efta, Wilber & Esther Eide, Maurice & Mary Beth
Feltman, Laurence & Elaine Gerszewski, Arthur Grabanski, Esther
Grabanski, Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski, Tim & Brenda Grembowski,
Mary Pat Jahner, David & Karen Kamrowski, Judy Kamrowski, John &
Lynette Kennedy, Henry & Janice Korczak, Marvin Kosmatka, Lee &
Linda Lessard, Marie LIzakowski, Eleanore Narloch, Earl & Lydia
Plutowski, Dale & Judy Plutowski, Robert & Dorothy Plutowski,
Donald & Marianne Rudnik, Rod & Joan Schanilec, Germaine & Ray
Schultz, Roger & Sandy Schuster, Gus & Cheryl Sellheim, John &
Alice Sevigny, Shirley Suda, Norris & Arlene Thune, George &
Georgian Wysocki
+BRYAN GRABANSKI by Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski, David & Karen
Kamrowski, Michael & Joan Rose
+CASEY GRABER, RICHARD HAGER, FLORENCE
HORNSTEIN, ELIZABETH MILTENBERGER, MICHAEL
WALSH by Anthony & Angela Deplazes
+MARGE GROSZ by Joe & Colleen Ressler
+HELEN HALL, BERNARD HOLECEK, DOROTHY LIPP,
TONY MADUNICH, CONNIE PARENTEAU by
Norris & Arlene Thune
+CLEM HAUCK, MARGARET HIELMAN, RICHARD HIELMAN,
AUGUSTIN SCHMALTZ by Brett & Cherie McAtee
+THERESA HILTNER by Aelred & Doreen Dettler
+PEARL (LIZAKOWSKI) HOLEWA, DARLENE LIZAKOWSKI
by Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski
+FRANK JAHNER by Duane & Joanne Anderson, Travis & Janel Sailer,
Berdette & Donna Howe, Fred & Pat Jahner family, Angie Marsh,
Karen Winter
+NORMA ROSE JOHNSON by Mary Ann Nelson
+ELIZABETH JUSTEN by Walter & Paula Huss
+JOESPH KALIS, RALPH J. QUARRY JR. by Jill Quarry
+LEROY & KEVIN KAMROWSKI by Judy Kamrowski
+SOPHIE KASPRICK by Craig & Dawn Jarolimek, Henry & Janice
Korczak, Lee & Linda Lessard
+BABY PETER KERIAN by Roger & Sandy Schuster
+DEACON MARTIN KNOPIK by Mary Ann Nelson
+DORRIE KNUTSON by Lee & Linda Lessard
+EVELYN KREBS by Verona Ferderer, Val Lawik, Criselda Woiwode,
Betty Steinberger
+EFFIE KROLL by Kenny & Evelyn Kilichowski, Rose Przybliski
+PEARL LAMIEL by Tom & Eileen Hegg
+RAY & MARK LIZAKOWSKI by Marie Lizakowski
+PAT MACH by Todd Burianek, Kenny & Evelyn Kilichowski,
Lee & Linda Lessard, Paul & Colleen Samson, Tim & Jacqi Zikmund
+VALENTINE MALSOM, ROSE L. SCHMIDT by Benjamin &
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Delphine Vetter
+CHARLES A. & ELEANORE MARSH by Angie Marsh, Tony &
Edith Rambousek, Martha Marsh, Georgiana Steffan, Louis & Victoria Sadowsky, Henry & Gladys Rambousek, Marge Jilek, Andrew
Rambousek, Shirley Dahmus, Elsie Dvorak, Frances Marsh, Duane
& Joanne Anderson, Harley & Gloria Krein
+BOB MCGURRAN, ANNE LIND, HARRY LITCHY, BEN
SIMON by Mike & Rae Ann McGurran
+BRAY MERCIL by Dolores Hackenberg
+CHRIS MERCK by Daniel & Mickie Thomas
+STACY MOE by Henry & Janice Korczak
+EARL MORRISON by Laurence & Jean Charbonneau
+MARGARET MORRISON by Laurence & Jean Charbonneau
+DON OMDAHL by Tim & Jacqi Zikmund
+MICHAEL PINKSTON by Michael & Sue Bono
+GERALD POKRZYWINSKI by Phil & Laurie Kraemer
DECEASED PRIESTS of Sacred Heart Church, Minto by Mary
Osowski
+CARSON REID by Jason & Christy Jelinek
+FRANK REISEAUER by Caroline Heidt
+STEVE RENSCH by Duane & Doris Liffrig
+ELAINE RODLAND by Carol Crissler
+JOHN SAUER by Nolan & Tracy Spense
+LEONA SLOMINSKI by Don & Susan Barclay, Rod & Joan Schanilec
+FATHER ROMAN SPOR by Mike & Rae Ann McGurran
+HELEN WILHELMI by Alfreda Sauer
+CHRLES WILKES by Rodger & Joanne Fewell, Tim & Jacqi Zikmund
+CARL WOINAROWICZ by Don & Pat Brouillard

Birth of Charlotte Marie Ridder by Matt & Erin Ridder
Birth of grandson, Anthony Michael Morgan by Gary & Linda Babinski
Birth of grandson, Peter Joseph Hopper by Joe & Debby Karas
Julie Cabinaw, Lynae Sims’, Lucas Klocke’s birthday’s by John & Jan
Klocke
Mandy Meritt’s birthday by Dolores Hackenberg
Angie Gapp’s 50th birthday by Alfreda Sauer
Annie Smalley by John & Dawn Miller
Our 55th wedding anniversary by Ralph & Carol Tucker
Yvonne Steen’s birthday by Paul & Colleen Samson

Granddaughter, Korie Riely, for her First Communion & Confirmation
by Bob & Donna Harvey
Nursing Home volunteers by Mike & Rae Ann McGurran
Aelred & Doreen Dettler, Dennis & Joni Flaten by James & Mary
Beth Sexton
Grandson, Beau Votava, for his First Reconciliation
Father Dave Super, Gloria Loregoria Heruaudez by Tom & Eileen
Hegg
Sister Genevieve, Sister Jean Louise, Sister Mary Ruth, Sister
Marie Veronica by Brett & Cherie McAtee
Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home

Merlyn Grabanski, Timothy Higgins, Liz Reid by Jill Quarry
For family & friends by Brian Beaton
By Joan Schanilec
Son and family to return to Catholic Church by Anonymous
Financial help by Anonymous
Safety of grandson, Colton Anderson, who is going to
Afghanistan by Chuck & Kay Morehead
Father Gunwall’s “homework” by Cliff Naylor
Successful bone marrow transplant for grandson,
Trevor D. Richter by Don Richter

Mrs. Eppler’s and Ms. Welle’s first grade classes at
Nativity School, Fargo
Leo Lion’s Club, Saint Mary’s High School, Bismarck
Catholic Daughters of America, Our Lady of the Fields
Court, Saint Rose Church, Argyle, MN

Special thanks to the Deacon Howard J. and Hertha
M. Hunkler Endowment Fund (through Catholic
Extension) whose generosity has helped us very
much with needed projects over the years and in
addition, will provide flowers on our grounds when
the weather warms.
We are so grateful. Please pray for the souls of
Deacon Howard and Mrs. Hertha Hunkler. Also,
please pray for the continued good work and health
of Sister Marie Hunkler, OSB and Father Jerome
Hunkler who has been serving the Diocese of Fargo
since 1983.

Special thanks to Jon & Lori Wanzek Family
Fund who recently blessed us with a gift
through Dakota Medical Foundation.
We are very grateful for their kindness and
generosity to Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home.
Please keep the Wanzek Family in your
prayers.

Many of you remember our housemother Ashley, who married Rilie last
May. They welcomed their first-born; Anthony Michael (pictured to the
left) on January 30th, 2011. Anthony came into the world a bit early and so
the Morgan’s are grateful to God and to all who interceded on his behalf.
Anthony is now healthy and happy and weighs over 10 pounds - may God
be praised! Congratulations to the Morgan family.

“Let us invoke the fullness of His Paschal gifts, through the
intercession of Mary who, after sharing the sufferings of the
passion and crucifixion of her innocent Son, also experienced
the inexpressible joy of His resurrection. Sharing in the glory of
Christ, may she be the one to protect us and guide us along the
path of fraternal solidarity and peace. Happy Easter!”
Easter!
-Pope Benedict XVI, Easter, 2008

Easter - 2011
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