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Christmas, may the Christ-

mases to come see our      

children praying before Baby 

Jesus! O Heavenly Mother 

give us the grace and joy of 

bringing our children to your 

altar and consecrating them  

to you!”  (December 13, 1955)  

They prayed for the gift of 

children and indeed God 

gave them this gift. In their 

short 6 1/2 years of mar-

riage they had 6 pregnan-

cies.: Pierluigi, Mariolina (who 

died 2 years after her mother), 

Laura, followed by two babies 

who were miscarried, and 

then the last pregnancy of 

Gianna Emanuela. It is this 

last pregnancy, especially, 

that showed the depth of the 

love for their treasures, 

showed hearts that were true 

to living the vocation of being 

a parent, and of saying yes to the Lord and His gift of life, no 

matter how difficult.   

Saint Gianna is often remembered for this, her last heroic act of 

sacrifice for her unborn baby. However, there are two important 

things to remember: first, is that the Church and her family are 

clear that it is her whole life, her love of life, her joy, which 

they have called a “Canticle of Praise” that makes Saint 

Gianna a Saint. She clearly recognized this unborn life, just as 

she had recognized her first three children and the two children 

that she miscarried, appreciating these lives as great treasures, 

as gifts, as life!  Because of her holiness and goodness and her 

deep understanding of what her treasure is, Saint Gianna was 

able to even demand that this life be cherished and loved!  “If 

you must choose between me and the   baby, I demand it, save 

We know many beautiful 

details about the lives of 

Saint Gianna as well    

as her holy husband, 

Pietro, and their relation-

ship together in the short 

six years they had       

together as a married   

couple. The depth of    

their understanding of the 

vocation of marriage and 

their vocation to holiness 

are recorded in their many 

letters to each other, and 

together they shine forth 

as a brilliant example to 

this day. Their spirit lives 

on also in the lives of their 

3   living children: Pierluigi, 

Laura, and Gianna Eman-

uela. These were “their 

treasures” as they called 

each child they received 

from the Lord. Both 

Pietro and his Saint wife 

had a profound reverence for these gifts, their treasures, 

their little ones that God had entrusted to them.   

For even prior to their marriage they prayed both to be worthy 

parents and that their family would be a cenacle where God 

could be known and loved. Before Saint Gianna and Pietro 

even met, Pietro prayed for a holy mother for his children.     

The desire to share their love burned deep in their hearts.   

Before their first Christmas as a married couple Pietro wrote to 

his new bride Gianna: 

* “May the Lord and our Heavenly Mother bless our love and   

render it fruitful!  Hasten the day when Gianna, happier than 

she  has ever been before, can share with me and our loved 

ones the holy news that a new life stirs within her!  After this 

Saint Gianna and Pierluigi, 1957.  



2                                                                                                                                                                                          Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home 

Saint Gianna’s 
Maternity Home 

Serving the Body of Christ 
as a Pro-Life Home of Formation 

for Pregnant Women and their Children 

Spiritual Director 
Father Joseph Christensen, FMI 

Director 
Mary Pat Jahner 

Board of Directors 
Colleen Samson ~ President 
Eleri Kerian ~ Vice President 

Jackie Shaft ~ Secretary 
Dolores Grabanski 

Robbyne Sands 
Joan Schanilec 

Advisory Board 
Bishop John T. Folda 

Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila 
Monsignor Gregory Schlesselmann 

Todd Burianek 
Jed Carlson 
Jan George 
David Hauff 
Grant Shaft 

 

Staff 
Morgan Christensen ~ Housemother 
Danielle Christensen ~ Housemother 

Carissa Weibye ~ Housemother 
Adriana Gaytan - House Assistant 

Marcelina Gaytan - House Assistant 
Susan Barclay ~ Office  

Founder 
Father Damian J. Hils 

 

Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home 

15605 County Road 15, Minto, ND 58261 

(701) 248-3077 

www.saintgiannahome.com         

saintgiannahome@hotmail.com 

An IRS 501© 3 nonprofit organization 

 

Volume 17,  No 2 
Fall - 2018 

the baby.” And second, that her dear husband, Pietro, honored her decision and 

cooperated with it.  Knowing full well that there were two lives at stake, he prayed   

and hoped that both would live, yet at the same time fulfilling and respecting his       

beloved wife’s wishes to her last breath. Pietro and Gianna understood their vocation 

and deeply lived it together, united in the Lord and in His love.   

How beautiful is their witness today in a world that has forgotten often both the         

sacredness of marriage and the beauty of children within that holy bond. It is sad in    

our society presently how quickly marriage is thrown away, how quickly divorce enters 

many relationships, or even that marriage is 

not chosen at all. Couples often live together 

without this great Sacrament and unfortunately 

miss out on the grace and strength they could 

receive through the Church. And sadly, too, the 

precious gift of life is not always welcomed with 

joy. Our culture is one of contraception and   

abortion, and we ignore the beautiful words of 

Blessed Pope Paul VI (who will be canonized 

on Oct. 14th), who wrote the prophetic encycli-

cal, Humane Vitae, fifty years ago. We know 

that many women, and sadly many married 

couples, have chosen contraception as a way 

to limit how the Lord will bless them. We have 

allowed abortion to become the law of the 

land in the name of woman’s rights and 

choice.  And thus, we have become a self-

ish and self-centered society riddled with 

much suffering and violence when we kill 

the weakest and most vulnerable, those 

without a voice.  

How can we, then, expect peace and harmo-

ny? Indeed, we have sown seeds of hatred 

and of extreme selfishness; we are lacking 

generosity with God and for others. How  

much we need the saints and their wisdom! 

Saints who speak out like Blessed Pope Paul 

VI, like our beloved Saint John Paul II and 

Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta, and like our 

beautiful patroness, Saint Gianna, and her  

holy husband, Pietro. They lived beautifully the 

Sacrament of Marriage and heroically embraced the treasure that our Lord bestowed 

on them. Let us ask their intercession on our country and our world, that we too may 

again understand and respect the great gift of the Sacrament of Marriage and the gift  

of children that flow from it. Let us pray that we embrace all that the Lord in His great 

goodness would like to give us, and that by our example we can become the light in  

the world that embraces the culture of life. 

Blessed Pope Paul VI 

Saint Teresa and Saint John Paul II 

Continued on top of page 3.... 
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At Saint Gianna’s we work 

to welcome the mothers 

and children who may 

not feel loved and treas-

ured and who struggle to welcome their 

little ones, mothers who are often afraid and 

alone. We are grateful to each of you who truly 

help us welcome these little ones. You enable us to 

help each mother and their children be treasured 

and loved.   

*These words of Pietro have been used now as a prayer 

for couples who are trying to conceive. According to her 

family, Saint Gianna’s biggest miracle is pregnancy. 

Here at Saint Gianna’s, many people have come to pray at the Shrine 

and be blessed with her relics, and we have received many letters and visits from those who have welcomed with great joy, and 

through the intercession of Saint Gianna, a precious treasure.   

   Saint Gianna and Pietro Molla 

Below is pictured our faithful 

housemother; Morgan, with her 

sister Danielle, who recently moved 

here to also serve as a housemother. Pictured to the right is Marcelina shown with 

Gianna Emanuela, and below is the sister of Marcelina, Adriana, also pictured with 

Gianna Emanuela. They have joined us part-time this fall, as house assistants;     

however, they and their family have been great friends  to Saint Gianna's for many 

years.  We are most blessed to have these two sets of sisters here as part of our 

Saint Gianna Family.    

“As the family goes, so goes the nation and so goes the whole world in which we live.”                                
-Saint John Paul II 
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 “The soul of one who serves God always swims in joy,                                                  

always keeps holiday, and is always in the mood for singing.”     
-Saint John of the Cross 
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“The St. Gianna Home is a place of great courage and love. I am so 

grateful to have spent time there, and remain in awe of the beautiful 

things God can do when we say ‘yes’ to His Will and trust Him.” 

~Natalie 
“My life after working at St. Gianna’s has been a great adventure. Rilie    

and I have been married for 8 years now and have 4 children, Anthony (7), 

Peter (6), Josephine (3), and Matthias (6 mos). We recently moved from 

North Fargo to the Horace area and are really enjoying it. God has blessed 

us with many joys and has stretched us a few times too. Praise God for the 

gift of life, the intercession of the saints, and friends and family that have 

helped us on our journey.” ~Ashley 

“At the Gianna Home, I experienced the joy of living as a family every 

day. That same joy continues on in my journey as a wife and mother.” 

~Lori 

Kyle and Becky with their treasure, Leva Rose.   
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+EVELYN PLUTOWSKI by Gwyndale & Marge Bayne 
+TRAVIS ROBINSON by Gary & Rosalie Paur 
+SISTER CARMELITA SAUER, OSF by Alfreda Sauer 
+VICTOR SOBOLIK by Deacon Tom & Mary Geffre, Craig & Dawn Jarolimek, 

Shirley Sobolik 
+FATHER JAMES STROMBERG by Clare Jensen 
+MICHAEL TANNER by John & Mary Fitzpatrick, William & Barbara Hennessy, 

Robert & Rosalind Nielsen, Elizabeth Rapp, Russell & Susan Tanner 
+ELWOOD & ELLEN TETRAULT by Lisa Tetrault Sonterre 
+GERALD THARALDSON by Eugene & Theresa Morcotte 
+JOHN THOMAS, MARY SPLICHAL by Bernard & Bernie Zastoupil 
+NORBERT & CECILIA VANYO by Gregory & Maureen Potucek 
+SUE VANYO by Jason & Jennifer Osowski 
+NATALIE WAVRA by Kurt & DeeAnn Parker 
+JOANNE WEINTRAUT by Phil & Laurie Kraemer 
+ANNETTE WEISS by Paul & Barb Loegering 
+CORNELIUS WHALEN by Gayle Clifford 
+KIM & KEVIN WOINAROWICZ by Ardyce Woinarowicz 
+MARY ANN WOLF by Gary Littlefield 
+RITA YAGGIE by Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski, David & Karen Kamrowski 
 
 
 

Father Phil Ackerman’s 40th Anniversary of Priestly Ordination by Jay & Karla 
Gellner, Alfreda Sauer, Will & Karen Gapp 

Father James Ermer’s 40th Anniversary of Priestly Ordination by Will & Karen 
Gapp  

Father Kevin Beaton’s 31st Anniversary of Priestly Ordination by Brian Beaton 
Father Larry Delany, Monsignor Don Krebs, Father Bryan Kujawa by Jack & 

Edie Kritzberger 
Father Gary Luiten, Sister Cheryl Morehead by Chuck & Kay Morehead 
Father Steve Wirths’ service in Langdon by Alfreda Sauer 
Father Xavier Ilango by Mike & Julie Marek 
Gregory Sauer’s Ordination to Transitional Diaconate 
Father Joseph’s birthday by Joseph & Mary Connor 
John & Charlotte Roehrl’s 50th Wedding Anniversary by Angie Marsh 
Kent & Sue Haas’ 35th Wedding Anniversary by Deacon Tom & Mary Geffre 
Dan & Catie Klocke, Deacon Allen & Patricia Kukert, Dan & Sharie Sims, Jon & 

Courtney Sims by John & Jan Klocke 
Husband Mike Marek on our 35th wedding anniversary by Julie Marek 
Mary Ann McKenna by Michael McKenna 
Great Grandchild Gianna McKenna by Terry & Mary Ann McKenna 
Aunt Gen Miller’s 80th birthday by Kurt & Jennifer Kelley 
Ken Kuznia by Bev Johnson 
Grandson, Jack Cirner’s First Holy Communion by Rod & Joan Schanilec 
Granddaughter, Vivian Spronk’s first birthday by Rod & Joan Schanilec 
Pat & Brenda Breen by Chuck & Kay Morehead  
Mrs. Jessie Seubert, Mrs. Deb Hammond by Claudia Jo Sands 
Michael Sayler’s High School Graduation by Roger & Mary Sayler 
Treacy Gibbens, Phyllis Sayler by Roger & Mary Sayler 
Wavra Family by Lindsey Sobolik 
Godchild, Joseph Vandal by Nolan & Tracy Spenst 
Graduating Seniors by Holy Rosary Catholic Church: Adam Haberman, Kindra 

Hamlin, Mathew Johnson, Eva Lahlum, Kirill Loegering, Jackie Meicklejohn, 
Josie Riddle, Makayla Wetzel 

 
 
By Brian Beaton 
By Sadi Bren 
Health of daughters by John & Bonnie Kern 
Hannah Burwick, Pat Jahner by Angie Marsh 
Fathers everywhere by Tom Williams 
Seth Ross by Christopher & Joan Bell 
For people that pray at abortion clinic by Chuck & Kay Morehead 

+MERLE AMUNDSON by Ron & Linda Beare 
+WILLIAM L. ANDREWS, ELDRIDGE R. BELL by Christopher & Joan Bell 
+PAULINE ARGENZIANO by Matthew & Julie Argenziano 
+OSCAR BEACHAMP, JOSEPH KOEHMSTEDT, HAROLD ANDERSON by 

Laurence & Jean Charbonneau 
+LORI BEAUDOIN, VIOLET BERNDT, GEORGINA STEFFAN, SHARI MAY 

OBRITSCH by Angie Marsh 
+CELESTE BERGER by Paul & Pauline Savageau 
+OMAR BJORNSTAD, SUE BURRELL, DOROTHY JIRSCHELE by Curt & 

Mary Ellen Kirking 
+EVA BOMAN, DARLYNE MAGNUSON, MARTHA RUDNIK by Jared &                  

Robbyne Sands 
+RANDY CAPOUCH by Marie Bellerud 
+VIRGIL CHRISTENSEN by Joseph & Mary Connor, Teresa Creech 
+MARK (ELBY) COSSETTE, SETH by Brian & Rhonda Kvidt 
+LILLIAN COSSETTE, JOYCE LEHMAN, FRANCES FJELD by Norm & Joan 

Rheault 
+LAVERNE K. DAHL by Keith & Connie Balsdon 
+GERALD DEVINE by Gwyndale & Marge Bayne 
+HERMAN DUKART, DON FRANCHUK, LAUDIE FRIDRICH by Joe & Melinda 

Friderich 
+MICHELLE DUPPONG by Bradley & Lisa Gray 
+ROLLIE ENSTAD by Larry & Gayle Coles  
+HARVEY EVENSON by Robert & Adaire Reinpold 
+JOHN FAGERHOLT by Scott & Mary Salwei 
+RUTH FLAHERTY by Michael & Coralie Fix 
+EDITH FLINT by George & Faye Moen 
+DENNIS FLOODY by Fred & Pat Jahner 
+GERTRUDE (TRUDY) GERSZEWSKI by Dorothy Plutowski, Clarence &    

Johanna Walski 
+JEAN GIBBENS, MARVIN SAYLER by Roger & Mary Sayler 
+BRYAN GRABANSKI by David & Karen Kamrowski  
+ESTHER GRABANSKI by Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski 
+MIKE GOETZ, HELEN KLINER by Gwyndale & Marge Bayne 
+GERALD HAMERLIK, SHIRLEY JAHNKE by Gayle Clifford 
+HAROLD O. HANEVOLD by Cyril & Dolores Novak 
+DON HARDY, JEFFREY MIKKELSON, FRANK SNIDER by Curt & Mary Ellen 

Kirking 
+ROGER HAUG by Victor & Paige Sweeney 
+KNUTE HENNING by Michael & Mary Henning 
+JUDE HILS by Stephen & Barbara Goderwis 
+RONALD HYDE by Yvonne Kwapis, OD 
+LOIS JAHNKE by Brian & Kelly Wavra 
+MARY ANN & DONNIE JOHNSON by Duane & Kris Anderson  
+HAROLD & AGNES KAMROWSKI, ROBERT KAMROWSKI by David &   

Karen Kamrowski 
+DAVID & SALLY KASPARI by Paul & Barb Loegering 
+ANNE KASPRICK by Ron & Patty Vasek 
+EUGENE KEELEY by Dan & Delores Burianek, Ron & Dorothy Koester,      

Cyril & Dolores Novak 
+JAMES D. KERTZ by Jeff & Julie Michael, JT & Elizabeth Moraghan, Don 

Nilles, Pat & Brenda Nistler, Paul & Tracy Phelps, Brad & Barbara Richards 
+HELEN KLINER by John & Clarice Vik 
+DEACON MICHAEL KRAEMER by Jeff & Kathy Harrison 
+LUCIEL KREITINGER by the Family, Michael & Cherylee Popiel, Anonymous 
+ELSIE KRUPSKY by Alan & Ruby Gramlow 
+RICHARD LANE by Kerry & Sara Anderson 
+BURT LARSON by Bruce & Vicki Larson 
+BOBBIE LOWE, ROSEMARY O’NEILL by Patrick & Gale O’Neill 
+BABY MCBURNEY by Scott & Mary Salwei 
+FRED MONDRY by Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski, Sheila Slominski 
+MOLLY NELSON by Steve & Annette Hoornert 
+HENRIETTA NISTLER by Jim Nistler 
+HELEN OSOWSKI by Irene Duray, Iretta Mae Marynik, George & Georgian 

Wysocki  



“Every human person - no   

matter how vulnerable or   

helpless, no matter how 

healthy, no matter how young 

or how old, handicapped or 

sick, no matter how useful       

or productive for society -           

is a being of inestimable      

worth created in the image    

and likeness of God.”                       

~Saint John Paul II 

We warmly welcome  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Eliza Dalphine 

was born to Aliza  

on May 21st, 2018 


