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Bishop Folda venerates the first class relic of Saint Gianna.

Geianna Meade (left) carries the scarf of Saint Gianna and
Madelyn Larson carries the wedding dress relic of Saint
Gianna to present to Bishop Folda.
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Bishop Folda blesses the Shrine of Saint Gianna before Mass.

Father Dan Hoffman, Father Matthew Kraemer, Bishop
John Folda and Father Joseph Christensen, FMI, visit
before the blessing of Saint Gianna’s Shrine.
Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home

On April 24th, 1994, Gianna Beretta Molla was
beatified by Pope John Paul II, and only ten years
later, on May 16th, 2004, she was canonized by the
same Pope, who himself has already been
canonized: Pope Saint John Paul II. The day Saint
Gianna was canonized, five others were proclaimed
Drone picture of Saint Stanislaus and
saints at the canonization Mass, Saint Gianna being
Saint Gianna’s in the village of Warsaw,
taken by Don Nowasatka.
the sixth. It was the first time in the history of the
Church that a spouse was present for such an event,
along with the Saint’s three living children. Saint Gianna’s son, Pierluigi, said he likes to think of his mother greeting the
Holy Father as John Paul II entered Heaven, as she was the last Saint he canonized. Because she is a relatively new saint,
there are not yet many churches or shrines named after Saint Gianna in this country, so indeed we feel very blessed to
be among these privileged few. In addition to Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home, there are a few other charitable works
now named after her, one in the Twin Cities and another in the Diocese of Lincoln. There are also two parishes in the
United States named after Saint Gianna. One is located just outside of Saint Louis, Missouri, in Wentzville; the parish
has just finished celebrating its 10th Anniversary. Inside this church is a shrine to Saint Gianna and four murals of the
Saint. There is also a statue of the Saint outside the Church. The other parish is located in Northfield, New Jersey. There
is a third parish named after this Saint in North America, this one being located in Winnipeg, Canada, just a couple hours
north of the Saint Gianna Home in Warsaw. The first shrine to be dedicated to Saint Gianna in the United States is located at the Nativity of Our Lord Parish in Warminster, Pennsylvania, just outside of Philadelphia. There is also a new outdoor shrine on the campus of Saint Patrick Church in Yorkville, Illinois. Finally, the Our Lady of Guadalupe Shrine in Lacrosse, Wisconsin, has a large painting of our Patroness and also one of her relics.

We are truly blessed to now have the shrine and relics in our beautiful chapel and want to share these
with those who are a part of us and in need of her intercession.

Patricia Jahner (Mother of Mary Pat)
prays at the Shrine of Saint Gianna.
Special Shrine Edition - 2016

Father Joseph Christensen, FMI, blesses Postulant Justin
Reineke with the relic of Saint Gianna.

Father Dan Hoffman prays
at the Shrine of Saint Gianna.
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A panoramic image of the Shrine of Saint Gianna; below are the letters and photos from the sides of the Shrine.
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March 21, 1955
Dearest Gianna,
. . . How I love remembering your dear, sweet
face, and that smile only you have! Your gentle humility makes your gifts more beautiful
and your love sweeter. . . . I already feel
that you are the worthy spouse I hoped for
and the incomparable mother of the children
with whom God will bless us. I pray that the
Lord will make me always worthy of you. I am
with you in spirit, and I can just picture you
beautiful and serene, happy and full of life on those snowy slopes
you love so much. . . .With the greatest affection I remember you,
and I’m so looking forward to seeing you again Saturday.
Your Pietro

June 21, 1957
Dearest Gianna,
You always make
me completely happy. I wish you happiness always and I
want to be your joy,
and with our children I want to always respond lovingly to your care
for us, to your daily motherly sacrifices, true Treasure. I embrace you and kiss you with all my love.
Your
Pietro

The couple was engaged April 11, 1955.

(Kiss Pierluigi for me.)

September 13, 1955
My dearest Pietro,
I can’t find the words to thank you for the wonderful and loving letters that you have sent so
faithfully these past few days. Every letter, every expression gave me so much joy. You are a
treasure, and the more I read your letters, the
more I know that you are so good and you have
within you many virtues hidden by your humility, but seen and appreciated by your Gianna. Dearest Pietro, I’m sure that you will always make me
as happy as I am now and that the Lord will listen to your prayers, coming
from a heart that has always loved him and served him in a saintly way.
Pietro, so much I have to learn from you! You are such a fine example for
me, and I thank you for it. With God’s help and blessing, we will do all we
can to make our new family a little Cenacle where Jesus reigns with all
our affections, desires and actions…. I kiss you and embrace you with all
my love.
Your Gianna
(the couple was married September 24, 1955)

July 18, 1957
My dearest Pietro,
…I found your second
express letter when we
got home. What a dear
little husband and saintly
Papa our children have!
Even though your work
keeps you busy, you always find time to think of
us and pray for your dear family! I can never thank the
Lord enough for giving me a companion so dear, good,
and affectionate as my Pietro. …Caio dearest Pietro,
many, many, most affectionate and big kisses from your
Pierluigi and from your most loving
Gianna

Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home

Close up photo of the front of the Shrine.

Second Class Relic, piece of wedding dress of
Saint Gianna Beretta Molla.

Double relic of Saint Gianna.

First Class Relic, hair of Saint Gianna Beretta Molla;
Second Class Relic behind her hair, a piece of the suit
Saint Gianna wore on her honeymoon.

Second Class Relic, scarf of Saint Gianna Beretta Molla.
Special Shrine Edition - 2016
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Shrine of Saint Gianna Beretta Molla
(October 4th, 1922 – April 28th, 1962)

Wife of her beloved:
Pietro
(July 1st, 1912 – April 3rd, 2010)

Mother of her Treasurers:
Pierluigi, +Maria Zita,
Laura, Gianna Emanuela

Grandmother of:
Ortensia
+Often called Mariolina; she died two years
after her mother.

“Now I kneel before her,
a marvelous and strong woman,
fiancé, wife, and mother,
who, in her love for life and for
the child in her womb, knew how
to scale the heights of the greatest
love which Jesus showed us.”
~Pietro Molla after the canonization of his wife
by Pope Saint John Paul II, May 16, 2004
Dearest Papà d’oro,
. . .While you were alive, I knelt before you and
asked your blessing. Now that you are in Heaven, with Mamma forever, I really don’t know
how to thank the Lord for the immense gift he
gave me, together with the gift of life: two holy
parents. And I pray to him everyday, as best I
can, to make me worthy of you both, so that I
may join you and embrace you again one day
and forever.
Your most affectionate,
Gianna Emanuela
~After the death of her father, Pietro, on April 3, 2010.

“Our task is to make
the truth visible and
lovable in ourselves,
offering ourselves as
an attractive and,
if possible heroic
example.”
~Saint Gianna
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Wayne & Robin Feltman being blessed by Father Joseph with a relic of Saint Gianna.

Backside of the Shrine, viewed as you enter from the hall of Saint
Gianna's. These words and pictures are shown close up on page six.

Entrance into the Shrine through the main hallway of Saint Gianna’s.

Polish banners were part of the entrance procession of the
special Mass at Saint Stanislaus.
Special Shrine Edition - 2016

The Shrine of Saint Gerard, above right.
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Before Bishop Folda blessed our Shrine on the evening of the Visitation,
we took a few minutes to honor the late Natalie Wavra who died on July
22nd, 2011. Although gone for almost five years, Natalie, whose life and
death has mirrored that of Saint Gianna’s very beautifully, is still very
much remembered and a part of our work and our home. Natalie was
diagnosed with cancer and found out, at the same time, that she was

also expecting a little one. Like Saint Gianna, Natalie loved life; she loved
her husband and her three children, but she also understood that the
This candle burns perpetually in memory of

precious little one growing inside her deserved life like the rest of her

Natalie Ann Wavra

family. Much like our Patroness, Saint Gianna, Natalie also prayed hard

(February 15, 1968 - July 22, 2011)

Wife of her beloved:
Michael
Mother of her Treasures:
Sarah, Caleb, Riley, Gage

Grandmother of:
Isabella, Greta, Hank, Gemma
Faithful friend of
Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home

and entrusted herself and her family to the loving arms of God. God
blessed Natalie and her family with nine more years; in that time she
welcomed her son Gage as well as two of her granddaughters. She was a
tremendous example of joy in suffering and sacrifice, truly an inspiration
and example to all who knew her. Her family has continued in her honor
helping so much with the work of Saint Gianna’s. They continue to
inspire others with their great joy too, even though the loss of Natalie is
hard – she was so good. We believe that she is one of
our great helpers (along with Bryan Grabanski) from
eternity. So in memory of Natalie and in thanksgiving to
God and to her family, we asked her husband, Michael,
to light a candle that we will burn perpetually in her
memory.

Michael Wavra lighting the candle in memory of his wife, Natalie.
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Sarah, daughter of Natalie, with her husband Matthew and children,
viewing the Shrine of Saint Gianna.
Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home

After receiving the relics of Saint Gianna from Gianna
Emanuela, and many prayers and discussions on how we
were to display them so that they could be properly
shared and venerated, we decided to build, with the
approval of Bishop Folda, a shrine as an addition to the
side of our chapel that would match the Saint Gerard
Shrine that was already in the back of our chapel. This
shrine was built from James Cardinal Gibbon’s Episcopal
throne when he was Bishop in North Carolina from 1868
until 1872. This shrine was restored when we opened our
home and the craftsmanship and exquisite detail truly are
outstanding. So, the daunting task of replicating this
Shrine to make one similar for the relics of our Patroness
was given without question to Jason Plutowski. Jason and
his wife, Bethany, have 8 living children. Jason was one of
our founding board members, and because of his family
and work obligations, did not continue as a board member; however, this does not mean that Jason has not been
an integral part of our work over the years. He is an
invaluable part of our Home. With a nine thousand

Two of Jason's sons; Andrew and
Simon, who served the Mass.

Last year Jason headed up a renovation in our basement,
bringing our kitchen up to code. He does many projects
throughout the year, including monthly maintenance
checks for our fire detectors, heating filters, etc., and
helps with little emergencies day and night throughout
the year. He is such a blessing to our Home, and not just
the building with his hard work and his attention to detail,
but also with his patience and kindness and beautiful
example to our mothers – who call him “Uncle
Jason.” Jason (who was also assisted by Brad Bjerke, Doug
Henning, Postulant Justin Reineke, FMI, and Father Joseph,
FMI) truly created a most worthy Shrine for the sacred
relics of our Patroness. Indeed, a beautiful tribute to
God! We are so grateful – thank you Jason!
May God richly bless you for your faithfulness
to the work of Saint Gianna’s!

Jason and his wife Bethany receive a
blessing with Saint Gianna's relics.

Jason Plutowski finishing some last minute details with the Shrine.
Special Shrine Edition - 2016

square foot building for women and children there always
seems to be some project that needs to be done.

Jason Plutowski kneels before the Shrine he built for Saint Gianna.
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The Shrine of Saint Gianna
Beretta Molla will be open for
private veneration any day after
daily Mass at Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home. The weekly Mass
schedule is published in the Saint Stanislaus Church bulletin which is
available on line (www.sh-ss.org). People may also call 701-248-3077
or email saintgiannahome@hotmail.com to schedule a visit, according
to the schedule and availability of Saint Gianna’s Maternity
Home. Because it is a home for our Mom’s and their little ones, we
are not always open to the public.

This is a “sneak peak” of our annual ornament
that we will be offering later in the fall.

This summer we will have 3 additional “open shrine times” for people
to come and see the beautiful shrine and to venerate and be blessed
with the relics of Saint Gianna. These times are: July 7th, 6-8pm, July
21st, 6-8pm, both Thursday evenings, and also Saturday August 13th,
9am - noon.

Smile at God, from whom every gift comes to us.
Smile at the Father with every more perfect prayer.
Smile at the Holy Spirit.
Smile at Jesus, who you approach at Mass,
in Holy Communion and in Eucharistic Adoration.
Smile at the person who represents Christ on earth: the Pope.
Smile at your confessor, the one who personifies God even
when he challenges you to reject sin;
Smile at the Blessed Virgin, to whose example you must conform your life,
so that, seeing you, people might be led to holy thoughts.
Smile at your Guardian angel, because this angel has
been given to you by God to lead you into Paradise.
Smile at your parents, brothers, and sisters, even when they challenge your pride.
Smile always in forgiving offenses.
Smile in associating with others, banishing all criticism and murmuring.
Smile at everyone the Lord sends you during the day.
The world seeks joy, but cannot find it far from God.
We must understand that our joy comes from Jesus.
With Jesus in our hearts we bear joy - He is the strength that helps us.
Happiness is having Jesus in our Hearts.
But the secret of happiness is to live moment by moment,
and to thank the Lord for everything He sends us out of His goodness.
~Saint Gianna Beretta Molla

Pictures of Saint Gianna on her honeymoon, wearing the suit, a swatch of which
is behind our first class relic. We are very
grateful to Gianna Emanuela for giving us
all of the pictures for her mother’s shrine.

(This prayer or meditation is part of a letter written by Saint Gianna to her, husband ,
Pietro Molla. While it was written just a few days before their wedding in September, 1955.)
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+SISTER CAROLYN ALTHOFF, JOHN C. SOBOLIK by Wayne & Carol Denault
+MILLIE BACH by Paul & Pauline Savageau
+ROBERT BELK, DON HERBECK by Mike McGurran
+WILBUR BREW, MARY SENN, HATTIE STEFFAN by Angie Marsh
+LAVERNE BURKHOLDER, ELEANOR SMITH by Wilbert & Mary Jane
Eismann
+LEO BOSH by James & LaVerne Costello
+AUNT RUTH, MARY IRENE DEGELDER, KENNETH WILD by Laurence & Jean
Charbonneau
+BEATRICE DIPPLE, ABRAHAM KNAUS by James & Kathy Gudajtes
+MONICA EHLERT, BETH LAQUA by Al & Connie Brandt
+NANCY K. FABER by Elton & Shereen Faber
+RICHARD FRANCIS GEHL by Tom & Pam Gehl, Darlene Kilpatrick
+RAY GIERSZEWSKI by Nancy Gierszewski
+JOYCE GILLESHAMMER, PAUL GROTTE by Curt & Mary Ellen Kirking
+BRYAN GRABANSKI by Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski, David & Karen
Kamrowski
+MARCELL GRANDBOIS by Norm & Joan Rheault
+ROLLIE GRANDBOIS by Richard & Carol Gerszewski
+MARIE GOODMAN by Mary Mondry
+JUDY GORNOWICZ by Irene Duray, Mike & Cecilia Grembowski, James &
Kathy Gudajtes, Nick & Lynn Lane, Dale & Judy Plutowski, Clarence &
Johanna Walski, George & Georgian Wysocki
+ANTON & FRANCES GRABANSKI by David & Karen Kamrowski
+VERN GROMMESH by Paul & Barb Loegering
+JAMES HANSEL, OLE KOEHMSTEDT by Alfreda Sauer
+RENEE HEDLUND by Gayle Clifford
+KNUTE HENNING by Doreen Carson, Paul & Jan Carson, Kathy & Charlie
Hanish, Frank & Marge Ratti, Deb Richter
+DWAIN KAISER by Ross & Lori Henningsgard, Stephen & Patricia Palmer
+HAROLD & AGNES KAMROWSKI by David & Karen Kamrowski
+KARLA by Mary Ann Nelson
DECEASED FAMILY MEMBERS by Kenny & Evelyn Kilichowski
+FAITH KLOCKE by John & Jan Klocke
+FRANK KOUBA by Delores Hackenberg, Mike McGurran
+DONNA KUHLMAN by Peter & Patricia Kuhlman
+RICHARD LANE by Richard & Carol Gerszewski, Matt & Marnie Moberg
+ALICE LESSARD by Lee & Linda Lessard
+MARION MAJKUT by Paul & Elaine Iverson, Sylvester Narlock, Al & Jan Rivard
+THERESE LAPLANTE MAXSON by Brian & Kelly Wavra
+DR. WILLIAM MULLALLY by Mike McGurran, Terry & Mary Ann McKenna
+SISTER CECILIAN NARLOCK, CSR by Al & Jan Rivard
+LAVONNE NARLOCK by Brian & Diane Rokke
+SAMANTHA CAROL PETRICIG by Chuck & Kristen Votava
+CHARLES & IRENE RUZICKA by Charles & Barbara Ruzicka
+JULIUS SENGER by Carla McKelvey, Mary Frelich
+ALICE SEVIGNY by Jim & Rita Havis family, Cynthia & Wayne Holt family, Nick
& LaVonne Storhaug family, Gwyndale & Marge Bayne, Betty Feltman,
Roger & Yvonne Feltman, Wayne & Robin Feltman, Merlyn & Dolores
Grabanski, David & Karen Kamrowski, Sylvester Narlock, Iretta Mae Schuster, Clarence & Johanna Walski, George & Georgian Wysocki
+JOHN & ALICE SEVIGNY by David & Karen Kamrowski
+ALICE SHELQUIST by Mary Mondry
+PHYLLIS SIMON by Duane & Jackie Simon
+DOROTHY SLOMINSKI by the family, James & Kathy Gudajtes, Clarence &
Johanna Walski
+LOIS STANISLOWSKI by Remi & Betty Beauchamp, Irene Duray, Roger &
Special Shrine Edition - 2016

Yvonne Feltman, Wayne & Robin Feltman, Mary Pat Jahner, Earl & Lydia
Plutowski,
+ELLEN TETRAULT by Delores Hackenberg, Melany Lizakowski, Terry & Mary
Ann McKenna
+EDNA TEEVENS by Leland & Penny Anderson
+GEORGE TOBY by Terry & Mary Ann McKenna
+LEONARD VANYO by Gywndale & Marge Bayne
+JEAN WANNER by Jim Wanner
+NATALIE WAVRA by Kurt & DeeAnn Parker
+NAN WHITNEY by Bob & Karen Landman
+PAUL WILKE by William & Jacqueline Schroeder

Father Joseph’s birthday by Joseph & Mary Connor
Adelaide Dvorak’s 100th birthday by Lee & Linda Lessard, Mary Mondry
Margie Kilichowski’s 95th birthday by Kenny & Evelyn Kilichowski
Lillian Byzewski’s 90th birthday by Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski
Della Metzger’s 90th birthday by Alfreda Sauer
Ellen Misialek’s 70th birthday by Kurt & Jennifer Kelley
Jim & Rose Hepokoski’s 40th wedding anniversary by Frank & Susanne
Argenziano, Deacon Tom & Mary Geffre
Adoption of Melodie Marie Gerszewski by Alfreda Sauer
Kathleen Marie Kerian’s First Communion and Confirmation by Jarlath & Diane
Oley
Michael Berger’s successful education journey by Ray & Kathy Korynta
Healthy baby by Mary Ann Nelson

Father Kenneth Phillips’ 25th anniversary of priestly ordination by Steven &
Christine Jensen
Father Luiten’s 24th anniversary of priestly ordination by Chuck & Kay
Morehead
Father Fred Harvey’s 16th anniversary of priestly ordination by Bob & Donna
Harvey
Father Patrick Parks ordination into the priesthood by Kirk & Leann
Ripplinger
Jayson Miller’s ordination to the transitional diaconate by Kirk & Leann
Ripplinger
Don & Shari Sims, Rodger & Bonnie Sims by John & Jan Klocke
Mary Ann McKenna by Michael McKenna
Wavra Family by Lindsey Sobolik

By Brian Beaton
By Michael & Kristin Higgins
By Roger & Mary Sayler
Easter intention for Jacob Granger by Brian & Rhonda Kvidt
Pro-life justice on the Supreme Court, ND becomes an abortion free state by
Chuck & Kay Morehead
By Tom & Caroline Joan Schmidt
By James & Mary Beth Sexton
By Larry & Margy Froelich
These intentions are from
By Ramona Diehl
March 15th through June 13th.
By Jennifer Hollman
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Above left, our mothers, Peggy (expecting a boy in August), Fata (mother of MaryAnn), Kateri (expecting her little one in November),
and Hannah (expecting a girl in July). Above right: our housemothers; Madelyn, Morgan, Brie and Christa

Emanuela, who lived at Saint Gianna's before she was born and was
adopted by a beautiful family, was one of the guests who toured the Shrine
of Saint Gianna on May 31st. Photo taken by Eleri Kerian.

