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Theirs was a wordless profession of faith in Jesus.
They died because they bore the likeness of the Christ Child
and are crowned with life eternal.

O

ne of the great gifts that the
Church gives to us is the
liturgical year and the liturgical
seasons.
Through living these
seasons and living the liturgy,
our lives are in tune with the
Sacred Mysteries and are
continually turned to the
spiritual realities of eternal
life. Indeed, in keeping the
feast days and seasons, we
constantly keep in mind our
hope of eternity; and through
the example of Our Lord and
the Blessed Mother, as well as
the Saints, we are encouraged
to persevere despite difficulties
and sufferings.
The Christmas Octave holds out to us a
couple of feasts that at first glance
may seem out of place or inappropriate during this season of great joy and
peace.
On December 26th, we
celebrate the Feast of the first martyr,
Saint Stephen, and two days after that,
on December 28th, we celebrate the
Feast of the Holy Innocents. The
Church calendar clearly shows that the
cross is always near to Christ and to
the followers of Christ. This is one of
those realities that is difficult to understand and to accept, and yet it is
clearly true. Our Lord Himself is very
explicit on this, when He says: “If
anyone wishes to come after Me, he
must deny himself, and take up his
cross daily and follow Me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it,
but whoever loses his life for My sake,
he is the one who will save it” (Lk. 9:23
-25). The cross is a part of our daily

not make it easy to live them. We
know that suffering and the cross
come in many forms. We also know
that suffering is not something we
search out or desire. In fact, it
often comes when we least
expect it. But if we trust God
and wait patiently, God
always
does
something
valuable with our suffering.
In the next life we will see
that suffering born patiently
will be one of our greatest
gifts for eternity. Little or
great, suffering offered to
God and united to His
suffering on the Cross becomes
fruitful and produces peace as
well as merit for all eternity.

life. And it is only when we accept this
fact that our burden not only becomes
lighter, but it even brings us peace and
joy. Our Lord, through His suffering,
death, and resurrection, is the only One
Who can make sense of suffering—of
our suffering and also the suffering of
the innocent. He is also the One Who
can ease our suffering and give meaning
to it. This is why He says, “Come to Me,
all you who labor and are heavy
burdened, and I will give you rest. Take
my yoke upon your shoulders and learn
from Me for I am meek and gentle of
heart and you will find rest for your soul.
For My yoke is easy and My burden is
light.” (Lk. 11, 28-30)
When we read these words of Scripture,
we know they are true, but that does

The account of the Holy Innocents is
recorded for us in The Gospel of Saint
Matthew: “When Herod saw that he
had been tricked by the magi, he
became very enraged, and sent and
slew all the male children who were in
Bethlehem and all its vicinity, from two
years old and under, according to the
time which he had determined from
the magi. Then what had been spoken
through Jeremiah the prophet was
fulfilled: ‘A voice was heard in Ramah,
weeping and great mourning, Rachel
weeping for her children; and she
refused to be comforted, because they
were no more’” (Mt. 2:16-18). With
the exception of the crucifixion itself, I
don’t know if there is a sadder passage
in Sacred Scripture. To think of these
precious little boys ripped out of their
mothers’ arms and slaughtered withcontinued on next page

out any regard for their dignity and innocence makes us all pause and tremble.
And the thought of their mothers, parents and families, and their intense grief
makes us sad even today.
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And yet we see what God has done: these Innocents are the ones who literally gave
their lives for God Himself. We know the martyrs have the same intention, but
with these little boys it was truly the Christ Child they died for; and for all eternity
they will share that singular honor of having given their lives for God Himself.
Imagine how their families too are rewarded in Heaven, though they did not then
understand because they did not yet know Jesus or His Gospel. Even so, they were
called to be intimately tied to Him for eternity. So it is with each of us when
suffering and the Cross present themselves. Sometimes our cross is large and
seems unbearable, when sickness and death come or where there is extreme
poverty, hunger and abuse. Often, though, we must carry our cross in the small
irritations and inconveniences of everyday life, through ordinary family life and
dealing with others in the community. Sometimes we experience the cross in the
sins of others, and sometimes it comes to us through nature. No matter how
suffering presents itself, we know that the all-powerful God has the power to make
good out of it. Paragraph #324 from the Catechism of the Catholic Church reads:
“The fact that God permits physical and even moral evil is a mystery that God
illuminates by His Son Jesus Christ who died and rose to vanquish evil. Faith gives
us the certainty that God would not permit an evil if He did not cause a good to
come from that very evil, by ways that we shall fully know only in eternal life.”
What great comfort these words should bring to our souls, especially when our
crosses seem too difficult.
Let us ask the Holy Innocents to intercede for us and for all those who suffer, so
that we might learn to accept and even embrace the cross that our Lord offers to
us.

Precious Children of the Holy Innocents, pray for us!
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The everlasting God has in His wisdom
foreseen from eternity the cross that
He now presents to you as a gift from
His inmost Heart. This cross He now
sends you He has considered with His
all-knowing eyes, understood with His
divine mind, tested with His wise
justice, warmed with His loving arms
and weighed with His own hands to see
that it be not one inch too large and
not one ounce too heavy for you. He
has blessed it with His holy Name,
anointed it with His grace, perfumed it
with His consolation, taken one last
look at you and your courage, and then sent it to you from Heaven, a special
greeting from God to you, an alms of the all-merciful love of God.

~St. Francis de Sales
Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home

After pondering the mystery of the Feast of the Holy Innocents, it is not hard to see that this
tragedy and grief was caused not by God, but by King Herod. His jealousy, selfishness
and pride caused him to fear a tiny baby, and his insecurity and fear made him unable to
recognize his own Creator and Savior. How blessed Herod would have been, too, if he had
gone with the wise men and entered the house where Jesus lay—if he, too, would have
prostrated himself before the tiny Babe who held all of creation in His Sacred Heart. Instead,
Herod caused death and destruction (not only of the many holy innocent children, but he also
executed 1 of his 10 wives and 3 of his 14 children). Many historical reports say he suffered
from many physical and mental ailments before he died a very unhappy death a few years
after our Lord was born.
It does not take us long to see that these same sins of jealousy, pride, and selfishness are still
very prevalent today, and that the victims are still so tiny and innocent. This past January 22 nd
once again marked the tragic anniversary of the 1973 Supreme Court Decision, Roe vs. Wade.
This decision of our government has allowed more than 50 million babies to be legally killed
by abortion in our country alone over the past 39 years. How sad that we live in a time when
what is so evil is legal and even promoted as good, and when our own society acts with pride
and selfishness against the most defenseless. This terrible reality places an obligation on our soul: to speak the Truth, to
proclaim the Gospel of Life and to be a voice for those who do not yet have their voice, the tiny unborn in their mothers’ womb.
The work of Saint Gianna’s takes this even a step further, by helping mothers who are alone and afraid, who need a place to
begin again in the life of grace, a place to live and to grow, a place to be cherished and loved and to welcome their precious little
one. Thank you for being a part of this great work of love and mercy; your support and prayers have helped Saint Gianna's Home
assist many mothers and children.
Let us ask the Blessed Mother to convince our modern culture of the dignity of all human life. Please pray to bring people to a
greater understanding and appreciation of the Gospel of Life through the witness of your daily life.

O Mary,
bright dawn of the new world,
Mother of the living,
to you do we entrust the cause of life:
Look down, O Mother, upon the vast numbers
of babies not allowed to be born,
of the poor whose lives are made difficult,
of men and women who are victims of brutal violence,
of the elderly and the sick killed by indifference
or out of misguided mercy.
Grant that all who believe in your Son may proclaim
the Gospel of life with honesty
and love to the people of our time.
Obtain for them the grace to accept that Gospel
as a gift ever new, the joy of celebrating it with
gratitude throughout their lives and the courage
to bear witness to it resolutely, in order to build,
together with all people of good will,
the civilization of truth and love,
to the praise and glory of God,
the Creator and lover of life.
~ From the Encyclical letter, Evangelium Vitae,
Blessed Pope John Paul II, Solemnity of the Annunciation 1995
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When Mary Pat asked me to write an article for the newsletter, she said
that I have a unique perspective of being both on the outside and on the
inside. I have worked at the
Gianna Home for extended periods of time and
still fill in where it is needed—I am not
employed there, but I haven’t quite left yet.
I don’t think I ever will.
My ‘work’ with the Gianna Home began when I
was in High School—and it was by attending
classes with one of the first residents, Shanna.
All I knew of Shanna was that she had a hard
past, that moving to a new school was difficult,
and that she had an adorable daughter, Kassity.
We had a couple classes together and would
often sit together after lunch. I enjoyed spending time with her because she was a breath of
fresh air compared to many other high school
Rebecca with former residents Dominic, Geianna and Kassity.
students who worry too much about how they
look, what others think, and what to do on the weekends. Shanna, though rough around the edges,
was very much herself and we had fun together. It never occurred to me during this time that it was
all “pro-life work.” The pro-life movement seemed like something large and vague and I didn’t really
understand how I could get involved with it.
After my freshmen year of college I spent summers and one full semester working at the Gianna Home.
I attended college in southwest Florida and wherever I went loved telling people about the work of
Saint Gianna’s.
The work of Saint Gianna’s is what we need in the world today. Yes, it provides many material needs,
but more than any material want or need it provides love. The work of Saint Gianna’s provides the
Love of Christ in a family setting to many women and children who have never experienced the love of
Christ or a family’s home.
Saint Gianna’s is not only pro-life in the sense that it
provides services for pregnant women and unborn children,
but it is pro-life in the fullest sense of the word. The work of
Saint Gianna’s is to learn how to love each person who
comes to the home’s door—whether a child of 7 or 77,
whether a mother of many children or mother of one.
Saint Gianna herself stood for the goodness of life—she
recognized it in each person she met and she sought to
affirm it with her choices. Because of this Saint Gianna was
able to choose life under all circumstances. Saint Gianna
testifies to the truth that God’s plan for each of us is bigger
than we can imagine and we must be willing to sacrifice for
that love.
4

Rebecca with housemother, Jess.
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The work of Saint Gianna’s is to show people (not just the women and children) that life is good, that
God loves us, that suffering is not hopeless. We (the Gianna Home “we” includes you if you are
involved here) are pro-life in the most needed way: by meeting and loving lonely women and lonely
children. Pregnant women, children, and all of us desire more than just being physically satisfied
with clothes, food, and shelter. The women and children, and each of us, desire the love of Christ
deeply. And this is what the work of Saint Gianna’s is—giving love to individual people. Christ loves
us, one by one, personally. We love the women who come here (and anyone else who shows up) one
by one, personally.
While most people begin pro-life work because they feel they need to help others, I think many find
that they receive more than they give. I need the reminder that life is good, that God loves me, and
that suffering is not hopeless, and so does each woman who has come to the Gianna Home. I have
been amazed at the beauty of the women I have worked with personally and the happiness of their
children. I’m told that a sign of a good parent is a happy child, and so many of the children at Saint
Gianna’s are happy children.
The work of Saint Gianna’s is the labor of love. Many people probably think, “What do they do in
there?” And that is what we do: we labor in love. The labor looks different for each woman we
meet—the love Sam needs, to the love Sammy needs; the love for Crissy and the love for Christine each of these women came with different needs to the Gianna Home. Each woman is unique,
precious, unrepeatable. And so in as much as we give this labor, we receive and learn the love of
Christ.
And as Christ showed us, as Saint Gianna showed us, as we try to show others, the only way you can
love anyone is one at a time. That’s what we do one mother, one baby, one family at a time.
~Rebecca Barclay

“Peace begins with a smile!”
~Blessed Mother Teresa

We welcome the smiling faces of
Sam, pictured lower left, with her
high school diploma. Top left are
pictured some of the children
who have lived at Saint Gianna’s.
From left to right, Geianna,
Neriah, Shayla, Thomas & Kassity. Top right are pictured Kate,
left and Emily right who came to
celebrate Sam’s graduation.
Bottom right corner, we welcome
Julia who is expecting a little one
in June.
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+DEACON JIM ANDERSON by Tom & Mary Geffre
+JAMES BACHMAN by Bernard & Kitty Bachman
+LEA BAILLY by Tom & Mary Dusek
+BILL BEELES, MARVIN CARTER, DAVID CHITTENDEN, VERNA
WHITE, ELLEN WILHELMI by Rose Mary Wold
+FLORENCE BERG by Bob & Pat Sanden
+DOROTHY BITTNER by Dan & Delores Burianek
+ELAINE BODVIG, DEACON PETER HOFFMAN by Brenda K.
Rohrich

+DARLEEN SHELQUIST by Craig & Dawn Jarolimek, Kurt
& Jennifer Kelley, Rick & Elaine Kilichowski

+EARL BURKHOLDER, JOE H. STOLTMAN by Wilbert & Mary Jane
Eismann

+DANIEL STOLTMAN by Gary & Linda Babinski, Wilbert & Mary
Jane Eismann, Mike & Cecilia Grembowski, John & Alice
Sevigny, Sheila Slominski

+ADAM BYZEWSKI, LEONARD STOLTMAN by Rose Przybylski

+KAY STOLTMAN by George & Georgian Wysocki

+SYVEO & CHARLOTTE CHAPUT, ANDREW CROCKETT by David
& Dorothy McCullough

+ANN STREIFEL by Daniel & Mickie Thomas

+PEARL CHAPUT by Laurence & Jean Charbonneau

+KAREN WALZ by Chuck & Kay Morehead, Maurice & Joy
McCormick

+PHYLLIS COWGER by Tom Larson, Terry & Mary Ann McKenna,
Grant & Jackie Shaft, Simplot Growers
+GEORGE & RUTH CUMMINS by Dwaine & Melissa Blanscet

+IRENE WALSH by Kurt & Jennifer Kelley

+NATALIE WAVRA by Robert & Gail Clement, Ron & Kathy
Wavra, James & Bonita Westberg, Dan & Jodi Zavarol

+BEN DUSEK by Dan & Delores Burianek, Todd Burianek, Mike
& Cecilia Grembwoski, Lee & Linda Lessard

+FLORENCE WELSTAD by Irene Duray

+DORIS FERTIG by Jim & LaVerne Costello, Kenny & Evelyn
Kilichowski

+TRAVIS J. WILLIAMS by Mike & Rae Ann McGurran

+BERNICE WELHELM by Norm & Joan Rheault

+JOSEPHINE GAPP by Veronica Johansen
+JOSEPH GEIGER, LEO & ALVINA GEIGER by Don & Jeanie Dukart
+BRYAN GRABANSKI by Arnie & Barb Lizakowski, Shannon
& Dena O’Connor
+MICHAEL GRZADZIELEWSKI by Michael & Joan Rose
+PHYLLIS HELLEM by Robert & Cheri Hellem
+KATHY HEYD, EDWARD & GENEVIEVE RISKE, WERNER
& LOUISE WOCKEN by Michael & Lynnae Braun
+JEANETTE HOLM by Larry & Margy Froelich
+SUSAN HUEY by Lee & Linda Lessard

For workers at Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home by Chuck & Kay
Morehead
Father Terry Dodge by Sherry Rekken
For all of our blessings by Linus & Anne Evinger
Mother, Genevieve Franchuk by Don & Jeanie Dukart
Family blessings by Don & Jeanie Dukart
Blessings of our family. Children: Father Fred Harvey, Roberta
Stacey, Patricia & Brad Riley. Grandchildren: Stephanie,
James, Mary Beth Stacey, Katie & Koree Riley

+HELEN IVERSON by Mary Ann Nelson
+EDWARD JACKSON by Mike & Rae Ann McGurran
+DARLENE LIZAKOWSKI by Arnie & Barb Lizakowski
+LEO LYONS by Chris & Julie Kaspari
+PAUL MEYER by Brian Beaton
+DARLENE NARLOCH by Ed & Merita Steinbrueck
+BETTY PETERSON by Gary & Linda Babinski
+MARGARET PHELAN by Joe & Debby Karas, Don & Susan
Barclay
OF OUR PARENTS by Robert & Dorothy Plutowski
+FRANK RUDNICK by Dan & Lola Rudnick
+FOUR BABY SANDY’S by Jerry & Joanne Sandy
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In thanksgiving to: Megan McDonald, with Dominic pictured left, along with her
aunt Jody made pillowcases and blankets for our residents and former residents.
And in thanksgiving to the Wavra family who generously continued to bless us
this past Christmas with Saint Nicholas gifts for our residents and former residents.
THANK YOU!
Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home

Father Kadlec’s birthday by John

Mike & Cecilia by John & Alice Robin

& Jan Klocke

Irene Schanilec by John & Angie Halverson

Frank & Mary Theede’s 70th

Dan Kenna & Bev Schons by Chris & Julie Kaspari

wedding anniversary by

Our Bishop, Priests, & Religious in the Fargo Diocese by Ernest

Al & Connie Brandt

& Joanie Mangino

Don Brouillard’s 75th birthday by

Christmas blessings to Delores Hackenberg by Terry & Mary

Pat Brouillard

Ann McKenna

Rosalia Stucynski, Lillian Bina’s 90th
birthday by Veronica Johansen
Birth and Baptism of Anna Bibow
by Joe & Debby Karas

Earl & Anne Mondry by Ken & Peggy Mondry
In celebration of
Dena & Shannon O’Connor’s
marriage in December from the
Board and Staff at Saint Gianna’s.

Babe Belzer’s birthday by Terry
& Mary Ann McKenna
Charles & Shirley Feeney’s 60 wedding anniversary by
John & Linda Morris
Angie Halverson’s birthday by Paul & Colleen Samson

Sacred Heart Pre-school teachers: Mrs. Hammond & Miss Linda
by Benjamin & Betsey Horken
Charles Baskerville by Sacred Heart Catholic Church
Father-in-law by Chris & Meredith Reisenbauer
Nativity school teacher, Mrs. Eppler by Olivia Duval
Diaconate Ordination of Deacon Ken Votava & Deacon Wally
Dalman by Tom & Mary Geffre
Religious education teachers: Father John Kleinschmidt by

Ken & Vickie Sims’ wedding anniversary by John & Jan Klocke

Leann Czapiewski, Father Joseph Christensen by Jamie

Anton Senger’s 87th birthday, Leland Windjue’s 90th birthday

Czapiewski, Dennis Narlock by Sara Czapiewski

by Phillip & Irene Steffan

Godparents of children: Kim, Lindsey & Laine Vigen,

Birth of granddaughter by Don & Jeanie Dukart

Ben & Betsey Horken, Cindy & Chuck Prulx, Dani Nabuelz,

Grandchildren’s birthdays by Dolores Hackenberg

Jessica & Mike Vanatta

Shannon & Dena O’Connor’s marriage by Pat & Lou O’Connor
Jim & Jean Wanner’s wedding anniversary by Kirk & Leann
Ripplinger
Rodger Sims’ birthday by John & Jan Klocke
Lori & Lucas Klocke’s 3rd wedding anniversary by John & Jan
Klocke
Great granddaughter, Paisley Rose by Rose Przybylski

For the John W. Mueller Family by John & Carolyn Mueller
By Brian Beaton

In celebration of former resident Crissy’s graduation from Josef’s School of Hair
Design, pictured on left with Father Joseph Christensen. And in celebration of Sam’s
graduation from Minto High School. Sam is pictured on right being presented with her
by Father John Kleinschmidt.

By Lance & Doris Ekberg
For Father Wilhelm, Father Charles Fischer by Norm & Joan
Rheault
Olus Stone, Nancy & Gene by Father Bob Stone
By Angela Lagarde
Chester Perkerewicz, Brian Hapka by Rose Przybylski
Relatives to return to the church by Rose Przybylski
Robert Wocken family, Pat & Gail O’Neil, & deceased Wocken
family by Robert & Marilyn Wocken
For Madeline Shaft by Grant & Jackie Shaft
Glenn Bakken for a successful surgery by Grant & Jackie Shaft

Special thanks to the Deacon Howard J. and Hertha M. Hunkler
Endowment Fund (through Catholic Extension) whose generosity
has helped us very much with needed projects over the years.
Please pray for the souls of Deacon Howard and Mrs. Hertha
Hunkler. Also, please pray for the continued good work and health
of Sister Marie Hunkler, OSB and Father Jerome Hunkler who has
been serving the Diocese of Fargo since 1983.

For the health Christine Williams Seidler by Fred & Pat Jahner
Winter - 2012
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“Christ has no
Body now but
yours. No hands,
no feet on earth
but yours. Yours
are the eyes
through which
He looks with
compassion on
this world. Yours
are the feet with
which He walks
to do good
Yours are the
hands through
which He
blesses all the
world.”
Students from Mrs. Deb Hammond’s preschool class at Sacred Heart School, East Grand Forks,
collected much-needed paper products for Saint Gianna’s during Advent. ~THANK YOU!

Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home

~Saint Teresa
of Avila
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