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Come to the Stable

Away in a manger,
No crib for His bed
The little Lord Jesus
Laid down His sweet head
The stars in the bright sky
Looked down where He lay
The little Lord Jesus
Asleep on the hay.

Y

es, the "little Lord Jesus laid down
his sweet head." Christmas is a
heartwarming time of the year which
conjures up sweet childhood memories
and warm sentiments of love, generosity, and kindness. Jesus comes to save
us, and in a way which we would never
have thought. Speaking about Christmas, the great preacher Archbishop
Fulton Sheen said, "Divinity is often
found where we least expect It."
Christmas leads us to the stable. The
Savior of the world, the One Who “has
nowhere to lay his head," (Matthew
8:20) is placed lovingly on a bed of
straw. His mother had no choice. On
Christmas night, she had to hear those
haunting words, that "there was no

room for them in the inn" (Luke 2:7).
So she and Saint Joseph did what you
and I should do in the face of rejection: they trusted in divine providence
and found a different place. They didn't compare themselves with the other
travelers who had a place at the inn.
They did not complain either. They
accepted something which they did not
expect, and in doing so, acknowledged
that God has His own ways which we
often do not anticipate or understand.
So there is Jesus in a stable: lying on
a bed of straw, the animals before their
Creator, Saint Joseph and the Blessed
Mother in adoration, and the angels
above singing with joy as they gaze
upon His tremendous act of love.
Divinity is often found where we least
expect It. Jesus, in total humility, is
striking a death blow to the pride of
Adam and his tempter.
It is a powerful scene, and one
which should give us pause. He could
have come in awe and majesty. He
could have been born in Rome and
demanded that Caesar Augustus pay
him homage. He chose another way a way the world never would have
anticipated. He came as One like ourselves, helpless and weak, needing the
assistance of others. He came as a
baby - something we appreciate very
much at this maternity home. When
we take care of God's little ones here
at Saint Gianna's, it is as if we are taking care of Him.
The Nativity story gives us a chance
to reflect on the lives of his followers,
especially those who understood his
humility and imitated it in their own
lives. We can think of many saints who
were so moved by the example of the
Christ Child that they willingly accepted difficulty and hardship in their
own lives.

Saint Germaine Cousin is a shining
example for us. Born in 1579 into a life
of poverty in the southwest corner of
France, Germaine accepted her
difficulties as if her trials were the riches
of Christ Himself. In canonizing her a
saint, the Church used these words to
describe Germaine: "A simple maiden,
humble, and of lowly birth, but so greatly
enlightened by the gifts of divine wisdom
and understanding, and so remarkable
for her transcendent virtues, that she
alone, shone like a star not only in her
native France, but throughout the
Catholic Church." Was she, we can ask,
one of the stars that enlightened the
manger of the Savior that night, in some
transcendent way, having been born
some fifteen hundred years later?
The proposition makes more sense
when we consider her great humility in
the face of rejection and ridicule - the
same fate of the Savior. Born in the
village of Pibrac, France, near Toulouse
(a Dominican stronghold and the burial
continued on page 2
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place of Saint Thomas Aquinas), Germaine lost her mother as an infant. Her father
Laurent remarried a woman named Hortense, who was a widow with children of her
own. Germaine’s new mother disliked her because she had a withered hand that was
paralyzed, and because she had scars on her neck caused by scrofula, a tubercular disease of the lymph nodes that had caused her mother's death and left Germaine partially
disfigured. Simply put, Germaine was not welcome in the house of her stepmother. She
was often beaten out of contempt and was made to sleep in the barn.
Saint Germaine understood all of that, and she made the best of a bad situation. She
did not compare herself to the rest of the children in the household who were treated
better than herself. Christ was her Exemplar. Sleeping on the straw in the midst of the
animals, Germaine realized that she was united to Jesus in a way the world could hardly
understand. He had to sleep on straw. He lived in poverty. He was beaten. The more
Germaine pondered the mystery of Christ and united all her suffering to His, the more
she grew in grace and wisdom.
Saint Germaine never had the chance for much schooling other than catechetical lessons, but that was all that she needed. Reflecting on all that she learned, she would go
out each day as a shepherdess in imitation of the Good Shepherd. She grazed the sheep
near the edge of the woods as she was told by her stepmother, even though there was
the danger of wolves present. Each day she would leave the sheep behind and run off to
daily Mass. What a lesson for the modern world! Holy Mass mattered more than
work. "But what about the sheep?" people might ask. She never lost one.
In the records of her process of canonization there in an account of an incident that
occurred in the late winter and early spring, when the stream she had to cross in order
to get to Holy Mass was flooded and impassable. According to the report given, the
waters of the full stream parted and Germaine passed through without getting wet, just
like the Israelites of old who passed through the sea "dry shod”!
When Saint Germaine would return from grazing the sheep, she was often greeted
with rejection and ridicule by her stepmother. In fact, Hortense would sometimes beat
her, leaving Germaine to sleep in the barn, broken and bruised. Because of these sufferings, Germaine is invoked as the patron saint of those who have suffered from child
abuse.
She was undaunted in spirit. Fed on the few scraps from the family table, she always
made sure to give some away to the poor. One day, when Germaine took a small scrap
of bread from the kitchen, her stepmother saw her and began chasing after her. The
people of Pibrac saw the scene. By the time the stepmother caught Germaine, a whole
crowd had gathered, and Hortense demanded that she show herself as a thief, but when
Germaine opened her apron to reveal its contents, a cascade of flowers fell from it!
This happened in the middle of winter in 1599 in Pibrac! People recognized the incident
as the miracle it was and began to see the girl in a new light.
Because of the edifying life of the shepherdess in their village, especially Germaine’s
example of attending Holy Mass daily, people began to realize that Germaine was a very
saintly girl. Following Christ in rejection, poverty, poor treatment, and misunderstanding, she never complained, nor spoke of her hopes and dreams for life. She united herself to Jesus from the very beginning and remained united to Him in everything she had
to endure. Told to sleep in the barn, she remembered that that was where the Savior
was told to be born: "There was no room for them in the inn" (Luke 2:7). Remembering
Jesus’ fast of forty days in the desert, she embraced her own hunger. Seeing His love for
the poor, she gave her own meager portions away. Learning of
His scourging, she accepted the
beatings of a stepmother who
never loved her.
Saint Germaine teaches us an
abundance of lessons at Christmas. Most of all, she teaches us
to love Our Blessed Lord as He
shows Himself to us. Initially, the
ways God shows us may be ways
we do not understand. With the
simplicity of Saint Germaine,
continued on bottom of next page
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Christian Remember Your Dignity
This exerpt is from one of the most famous homilies of Saint Leo the Great,
given on the Nativity of our Lord. Saint Leo is one of the early Church Fathers
and a Doctor of the Church. He was pope from 440 - 461.
Dearly beloved, today our Savior is born; let us rejoice. Sadness should have no
place on the birthday of life. The fear of death has been swallowed up; life brings
us joy with the promise of eternal happiness.
No one is shut out from this joy; all share the same reason for rejoicing. Our Lord,
victor over sin and death, finding no man free from sin, came to free us all. Let
the saint rejoice as he sees the palm of victory at hand. Let the sinner be glad as
he receives the offer of forgiveness. Let the pagan take courage as he is summoned to life.
In the fullness of time, chosen in the unfathomable depths of God’s wisdom, the
Son of God took for himself our common humanity in order to reconcile it with its
Creator. He came to overthrow the devil, the origin of death, in that very nature
by which he had overthrown mankind.
And so at the birth of our Lord the angels sing in joy: Glory to God in the highest,
and they proclaim peace to men of good will as they see the heavenly Jerusalem
being built from all the nations of the world. When the angels on high are so exultant at this marvelous work of God’s goodness, what joy should it not bring to the
lowly hearts of men?
Beloved, let us give thanks to God the Father, through his Son, in the Holy Spirit,
because in His great love for us He took pity on us, and when we were dead in
our sins He brought us to life with Christ, so that in Him we might be a new creation. Let us throw off our old nature and all its
ways and, as we have come to birth in Christ, let us renounce the works of the flesh.
Christian, remember your dignity, and now that you share in God’s own nature, do not return by sin to your former base condition. Bear in mind Who is your head and of Whose body you are a member. Do not forget that you have been rescued from the
power of darkness and brought into the light of God’s kingdom.
Through the sacrament of baptism you have become a temple of the Holy Spirit. Do not drive away so great a Guest by evil
conduct and become again a slave to the devil, for your liberty was bought by the blood of Christ.

Saint Germaine continued

however, we should realize that Jesus is found in the most trying and difficult circumstances of our lives. Divinity is often where we least
expect It.
This is the lesson we try to give to the women who come here. Like St. Germaine, some of them have suffered from abuse and neglect. Working with Saint Gianna's, you help us to convince them that God is Love, despite all of the difficulties and trials they face. This
is the beautiful message of our shepherdess from Pibrac. Dying in 1601, she teaches us a profound lesson: we come to the stable and
accept the life God wants for us, even if it is not of our own choosing or making.
In the end, Saint Germaine's father and stepmother came to see her goodness and invited her to stay in the house with the rest of the
family. She declined, however, and chose to sleep on the straw as the Savior had done 1600 years before. There she was, sleeping on
straw and thinking of nothing but the Christ Child in a manger. Year after year, the Mystery of Christ was her consolation and her means
of ascent to God. Her union with God was achieved by her acceptance of the Savior's total humility, even the rejection of love.
Germaine loved greatly, but her love was not accepted by the very people who should have received it. Instead, it went to the children
of the village to whom she taught the catechism. They gathered around her each day, realizing, in an innocent way, that this simple girl
could teach them in a manner no one else could. Her wisdom came from her acceptance of the cross. It is no different in our own lives.
We, too, must be just as accepting, even when life seems hard and God seems far away. Let us find consolation this Christmas at the
manger and realize that the Savior has His own ways of making us holy and pure in His sight.
Even after her stepmother began to recognize Germaine’s goodness, she did not stop mistreating her. One night, after Germaine
had received an especially severe beating and had retreated to the barn, a pair of monks passing through the village saw the barn where
Germaine slept. They recorded seeing an intense light and hearing beautiful music. The next day, our beloved shepherdess was found
dead. The angels had come to take her to paradise.
Saint Germaine's life is a lesson for us all. She understood the cross. It comes to us in ways we do not understand or expect. What a
profound lesson she teaches us this Christmas. We approach the Christ Child in the stable and realize that, in spite of the ignorance of
the world, He brings grace and salvation. Saint Germaine understood all of that. This Christmas, let us imitate Germaine’s understanding. She came to the stable and realized that life only makes sense when we imitate that of the Savior's. Sometimes that means ridicule
and rejection and even pain. Nevertheless, we carry on and trust that through the vicissitudes of life, God is with us and is giving us the
circumstantial means to grow in holiness. Have a Blessed Christmas, and thank you for being so gracious to Saint Gianna's.
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The Wisdom of the Wise Men
The Visit of the Magi
Matthew, Chapter 2:1-12

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King
Herod, behold, Magi came from the East to Jerusalem, saying,
“Where is he that is born king of the Jews? For we have seen his star
in the East and have come with gifts to adore him.” But when King
Herod heard this, he was troubled, and so was all Jerusalem with him.
And gathering together all the chief priests and Scribes of the people,
he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. And they said
to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for thus it is written by the prophet,
‘And thou, Bethlehem, of the land of Judah, art by no means least
among the princes of Judah; for from thee shall come forth a leader
who shall rule my people Israel.’”
Then Herod summoned the Magi secretly, and carefully ascertained
from them the time when the star had appeared to them. And
sending them to Bethlehem, he said, “Go and make careful inquiry
concerning the child, and when you have found him, bring me word,
that I too may go and worship him.”
Now they, having heard the king, went their way. And behold, the
star that they had seen in the East went before them, until it came
and stood over the place where the child was. And when they saw the
star they rejoiced exceedingly. And entering the house, they found the
child with Mary his mother, and falling down they worshipped him. And opening their treasures they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back to their own country by another way.
Oh how wise the wise men must have been to find the Christ Child in a manger in Bethlehem.
If we lived when and where the wise men lived, and if we too saw a star in the East, would we have left
everything immediately to follow the light? The Magi saw the star and, as the Blessed Mother in the
Visitation, set out in haste and charity. Their faith was strong and their hearts were humble and generous.
Christmas with all its gifts and sentiments calls us all to that same wisdom, humility, and generosity. We
need faith to see our Lord in humble circumstances and situations. When we see Him in the poor and
needy, in the lonely and unwanted, and in the neglected and unloved, this is true wisdom. St. Thomas Aquinas defines
wisdom as seeing as God sees or looking at the world with the eyes of God. Therefore, one who has wisdom can reason
according to divine principles or think with supernatural motives, instead of being limited by human reasoning. As the late
Archbishop Fulton Sheen often said, “Divinity is often found where we least expect It.”
Wisdom is also humble, which is why the wise men fell down and worshiped Christ, since they recognized their proper
place before the KING OF KINGS and LORD OF LORDS. May we too recognize our place before Him and realize that
ALL is Gift. Without the Christ Child we would not have anything, not talents or gifts, not power or money or resources,
not even the charity to do anything. We are dependent on the Author of life for our very life. This newborn King is the
One in Whom we live and move and have our very being. It is He who should be both the source and the goal of all our
good works.
Finally, wisdom reveals a generous spirit, which is the Spirit of Christ Himself, the true Spirit of Christmas. Anyone who
truly receives the Gift of Christ and all the glad tidings and great joy incumbent on receiving Him wants to share that Gift,
to share Him, Who is given to us anew every Christmas. During this joyous season at St. Gianna’s, we see this Spirit so
clearly in all of you who are part of this work and who support and bless us throughout the year with prayers, service and
4
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financial gifts. The work we do is not a work of just a few here in Warsaw, but it is the work of all who are united with us
and with the Lord. In our work of defending life, we join Him who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Many mothers and
children come through our doors, many alone, frightened, poor and lonely. Some have very sad stories to tell, and many
have been treated very badly in life. In welcoming them, we welcome Him, Who is hidden in their weakness and vulnerability. Christmas is always a special time at St. Gianna’s because it brings with it the opportunity to welcome each mother and
her children as if we are welcoming the Christ Child Himself. In taking care of them we serve the newborn King. As we
strive to imitate the wise men who were privileged to kneel before the Christ Child, we recognize our own privilege by
pondering the words of our Lord: “Amen, I say to you, as long as you did it for one of these, the least of my brethren, you
did it for me” (Mt 25:40).
For all of you who support us in any way, spiritually or financially – Thank you. We know that our Lord is never outdone in
generosity. Although the wise men came with wonderful gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh, their offerings were meager
compared to the gift they received – for the gift they were given was JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF. May we too come to know
Him and love Him, especially in this holy season. May you and all those whom you love and care for enjoy a very blessed
Christmas and a joy-filled New Year.

Wish List
Continued prayers for the Servants of
the Plan of God to be a part of the
work of Saint Gianna’s. (Sr. Veronica is
pictured above)
Postage Stamps
Paper products (paper towels, tissues…)
Gift Cards for Mothers to buy personal
items
Sponsor for two new furnaces
($2100 each)
New office printer
Monthly donors
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace among men of good will.” Luke 2:14
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“The new King, to
Whom the Magi
now paid homage,
was quite unlike
what they were
expecting. In this
way they had to
learn that God is
not as we usually
imagine Him to be.
This was where
their inner journey
began…. By serving and following
Pope Benedict XVI
Him, they wanted,
together with Him, to serve the cause of good and the
cause of justice in the world. In this they were right.
Now, though, they have to learn that this cannot be
achieved simply through issuing commands from a
throne on high. Now they have to learn to give themselves – no lesser gift would be sufficient for this King.
Now they have to learn that their lives must be conformed to this divine way of exercising power, to God’s
own way of being. They must become men of truth, of
justice, of goodness, of forgiveness, of mercy. They will
no longer ask: how can this serve me? Instead, they
will have to ask: how can I serve God’s presence in the
world? They must learn to lose their life and in this
way to find it.” (Pope Benedict XVI address to the 20
World Youth Day in Cologne – Marienfeld, August 20,
2005)
th

5

“Warm the Winter” Calendar Draw
Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home extends a grand thank you to all who supported our calendar raffle to raise funds to help
keep our residents warm this winter! A total of $5,000 was awarded during daily drawings (except Sundays) from September 29
through November 1. Prizes for daily drawings, Monday–Friday is $100, four other special drawings are listed below with their amounts.
September 29 St. Ann’s Christian Mothers, Hebron, ND
($500 - Feast of the Holy Archangels)

17

Bonnie Bohnenkamp, Fertile, MN

18

Bonnie Riske, Forest River, ND

October

19

Jackie Readel, Buchanan, ND

1

Father Chris Walter, Minot, ND

20

Bill & Judi Carmody, Medina, OH

2

Richard Rood, Northfield, NJ

22

3

Jaime O’Neill, Fargo, ND

4

Lisa Durkin, Inkster, ND
($1000 - St. Gianna’s Birthday)

Jude & Marjean Hils, Crescent Springs, KY
($500 - Anniversary of first baby born at Saint
Gianna’s Maternity Home)

23

Mary Thomas, Karlsruhe, ND

Scott Heck, Concrete, ND

24

Alan Gramlow, Fullerton, ND

Evelyn Lizakowski, Grand Forks, ND

25

Alice Sevigny, Grafton, ND

Connie Heisler, Devils Lake, ND

26

Kevin & Dianne Krump, Breckenridge, MN

Joe Matasovsky, Regent, ND

27

Wanda Blaskowski, Fisher, MN

10

Randal Kostrzewski, Stephen, MN

29

Ruth Gavin, Crescent Springs, KY

11

Diane Martin, Harvey, ND

30

Steven Riske, Long Beach, CA

12

Steve & Marsha Schmidt, Fargo, ND

31

Edwin Kowalski, Grand Forks, ND

13

Kiki Schatz, Fargo, ND

15

Henry Korczak, Grafton, ND

16

Dorothy Wieland, Fargo, ND

5
6
8
9

November 1 Diane Mistelske, Frazee, MN
($500 - All Saints Day)

2007 Annual Christmas Ornament
We’d like to offer you this LIMITED Edition Christmas 2007 Ornament, a FREE GIFT
as our way of saying thank you for your monthly pledge of $10 or more, or a single gift of $100
by the end of 2007. This white bulb ornament features a full-color image of baby Jesus and
cousin Saint John the Baptist.
To receive your gift of a Saint Gianna’s ornament, please return the enclosed reply
card with your monthly pledge or one-time donation of $100 by December 15. If you have
already committed to pledging monthly to support our mission, please resubmit your intention
on the reply card and we will ship your ornament to you. Only a limited number of ornaments
have been created, so please respond today to receive yours!
We also have a limited number of 2003 through 2006 ornaments available for
purchase for $10 each. If you would like to complete your set, call toll-free 877-701-3077 for
more information or indicate your desire in the card below and mail to Saint Gianna’s Maternity
Home today.

YES! I want to help SAINT GIANNA’S MATERNITY HOME further its mission as a pro-life residential shelter for pregnant women in need.
Please send me my FREE GIFT, the Limited Edition Christmas 2007 Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home Ornament.
I pledge a monthly contribution of:

$10

$25

$50

$100

$250

I have enclosed my first monthly check payable to SAINT GIANNA’ S MATERNITY HOME
Or a one-time contribution of:

$100

$250

$500

Other

$500

THANK YOU for your tax-exempt
contribution! Please mail to:

St. Gianna’s Maternity Home
15605 Co Rd 15, Minto, ND 58261

Name ______________________________________________ Address _____________________________________________________
City _______________________________________________ State ___________________________Zip_________________________
I prefer to charge my contribution to my:

VISA

MasterCard

Card Number_________________________________________ Expiration Date___________________CVC Number_________________
Signature____________________________________________ Phone Number_______________________________________________
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In loving memory of...

You and your intentions
will be remembered in the
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass
offered each first
Saturday of the month.

+JOHN “JACK” FRITZ by Larry & Margaret Bowman,
Robert & Irene Meier
+TERESA FAYE ORTH by Don & Pat Brouillard
+BERNICE COTE by her family
+DORIS BABINSKI by Trudy Cicha
+STEVEN LOUIS TROMBLEY by Mary Deeds
+BRYAN GRABANSKI by Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski
+MAX ULMER by Alan & Ruby Gramlow

In celebration of...

+HELEN DECRANS, FATHER OF JOHN STREIFEL FAMILY by
Phil & Dorothy Huck

Vincent & Ceil Heidt’s 61st wedding anniversary by Phil &
Dorothy Huck

+FRANCIS KARNIK by Karnik Family

Parents 40th wedding anniversary by Maribeth Kuznia

+NORBERT J. WELLE by George & Darlene Kerzman

Fred & Marlene Peterson’s 50th wedding anniversary by Mike
& Rae Ann McGurran

+ELEANOR OSOWSKI by Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski,
Kenny & Evelyn Kilichowski

Frank & Janice Fritel’s 40th wedding anniversary by Pat Fritel

+MYRTLE ANDERSON by Paul & Barb Loegering

Gerry Holien’s 80th birthday by Pat Fritel

+JOHN DESAUTEL, JUDY LUTOVSKY CARRICO by
John & Dawn Miller

Jill Quarry’s birthday by Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski

+TYCE DANIEL MUSGRAVE by Tom & Colleen Musgrave
+LEROY SKRAMSTAD by Sherry Rekken
+FRANK FISCHER by Norman & Joan Rheault
+MARGE MOORE by Don & Dolores Rubertus
+LEROY ERICKSON by Maxine Schanilec
+JOHN GAMADES by Michael Steidl
+JERRY RICE, JERRY LARSON, BILLY DYRNESS by
Gary & Becky Wald
+JEROME LILLESTOL by Bob & Pat Sanden
+HELEN WEILAND by Jeanne Novak

Jaryne Sands 9th birthday by Jared & Robbyne Sands
Ryan Krage, Stephanie Miron, Matthew Schanilec, Nikki
Schanilec by Maxine Schanilec
Philomen Barta’s 100th birthday by Bernard & Bernie Zastoupil
Katie Leier & Grant Judah’s marriage by Katie Leier
Fred & Marlene Peterson’s 50th wedding anniversary by
Mike & Rae Ann McGurran
Our birthdays, Delores Hackenberg & Mary Ann McKenna
Aelred Dettler’s birthday by James & Mary Beth Sexton

In thanksgiving for...

+ROBERT H. BEAUCHAMP by Laurence & Jean Charbonneau

Birth of Maria Bernadette Muggli by Darrin & Dina Muggli

+ORADELLE RIOPELLE by Betty Brouillet

By Susan Roussin

+CINDY FLICEK by Henry & Janice Korczak

For the staff at Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home by
Jared & Robbyne Sands

+JOHN SUCHOR, CAROLINE EBACH, ELAINA CARPENTER,
SAMANTHA & MAGGIE THOMPSON by Roy & Renee
Laframboise
+DR. WM C. MEREDITH by Mike & Rae Ann McGurran

In honor of...

For our eight grandchildren by Tom & Ann Walski
Mary Pat Jahner by James & Mary Beth Sexton

Special intentions...
For Kris and her family, Lois, Kate, Kris and Robert by
Robert B. Neumann

Ken & Karen Karls, Eric & Lorraine Richard, Marjorie Sund, Jane
& Greg Smestad by New Life Pregnancy Care Center
By Brian Beaton
Our three granddaughters, Kayla, Regan, & Aubrey DeWitt by
Richard & Jean Rock

For unborn Shanahan baby by Don & Pat Brouillard

Marriage of Jody Krile & Erik Rosland by Tom & Mary Geffre

For a Blessed Christmas by Delores Hackenberg & Mary Ann
McKenna
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May your heart
be filled with
the Peace and Promise
born that Holy Night.
We wish you a
Merry Christmas and a
Blessed New Year
from our “Three Kings”,
the board, staff
and residents
of Saint Gianna’s
Maternity Home.

Corbin

Lloyd

Jordan

O Wondrous Exchange
That Night of Nights four precious presents
were presented – each of the four
its Giver’s heart reflecting.
But before the gold and spices could be proffered,
there in the Virgin’s arms, God’s Gift lay offered.

Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home
15605 County Road 15
Minto, ND 58261
701-248-3077 or 877-701-3077
www.saintgiannahome.com
saintgiannahome@hotmail.com
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