
the opinion of others, when there 
is so much else at stake? The 
apparitions of Our Lady at 
Lourdes are a true reminder of 
all that is important in preparing 
for the next life, and of all that is 
extraneous while we live this life 
in exile.

Saint Bernadette could have led 

One hundred and fifty 
years ago, on Febru-

ary 11, 1858, the Blessed 
Mother appeared to a beau-
tiful young woman named 
Bernadette Soubirous. The 
apparition was to be one of 
eighteen that would confirm 
Our Lady's presence in that     
remote corner of southwest 
France which we simply call 
Lourdes.  The experience 
changed the peasant girl's 
life forever.  It should 
change our lives forever as 
well.

The message of Our Lady 
was one that all of us can 
understand:  prayer,        
penance, longing for 
heaven, and a disdain for 
this passing                                                                            
world.  How appropriate, that 
as we begin this Lenten season, 
we have the example of Saint 
Bernadette to guide us.

We begin Lent by renouncing the 
fleeting cares of this world.  The 
church reminds us that all of the 
things we normally worry about 
are passing away.  Why do we 
worry about silly material things, 
and even immaterial things like 
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the life of a celebrity, but she 
pushed all that away.                       
Instead, she sought a life of 
solitude, realizing that    the 
world of sensationalism 
(which is still very much our 
world today) would never  
understand that true holiness 
is found when we are united 
to the Savior—even in His 
rejected state on the 
Cross. Bernadette was      
rejected, doubted, and 
mocked, just as Our Savior 
had been.  The blessed    
apparitions she received in 
her life were in fact a big part 
of the reason she ended up 
being mocked and rejected.  
God works in mysterious 
ways, but His ways are     
always wise.  Through all her 
sufferings, Bernadette never 
complained.  She used her 

suffering to grow in holiness, 
finding comfort in the words of 
Our Lady:  "I do not promise you 
that you will be happy in this 
world, but in the next.”

These words of Our Blessed 
Mother summarize our own lives 
as Christians.  Saint Bernadette 
is teaching us a lesson this 
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Saint Bernadette before Our Lady

Our Lady of Lourdes: the 150th Anniversary of Her Apparition to the saintly Bernadette
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Lent.  May we see this life in a 
supernatural way and realize, 
as did our heavenly shepherd-
ess, that this life is passing and 
that what matters now is the life 
and health of our soul.  

Bernadette’s example is a great 
consolation to those who are 
alone and afraid, beaten up by 
the world and by the circum-
stances and situations they find 
themselves in.  Her constant  reminder of the consolation and joys to 
come provides comfort to many of the mothers who come to Saint 
Gianna’s.  We feel blessed to have a beautiful grotto in honor of Our Lady 
of Lourdes in our front yard,  a reminder to us of Mary’s intercession on 
our behalf, especially in our struggles.  Our little grotto offers all passers-
by the striking example of Bernadette humbly looking up to the Blessed 
Mother, as if to get a glimpse of heaven itself.  Bernadette’s gaze is on 
heaven, where ours should be.  This Lent let us turn our own gaze firmly 
heavenward, since heaven, not earth, is our true destiny, as Bernadette 

herself knew. Saint Bernadette, pray for 
us. 

Saint Bernadette’s Feast Day is celebrated     
in April, but the great Feast of Our Lady of 
Lourdes is celebrated on February 11th,   
which is also the World Day of Prayer for     
the Sick.  This year marks the 150th anniver-
sary of Mary’s appearance to Bernadette.    
Let us   begin our Lenten journey by asking 
our Lady of Lourdes for the same faith and 
humility  Saint Bernadette possessed.

Continued from page 1

The princess of Lourdes, incorrupt.                 
Nevers, France

O my God, if I cannot shed my blood and give my life for you, at least I want to die 
to all that displeases you; die to sin, to all the desires of this earth, to all the lust of 
the senses, to the world and to myself.  O Cross of my Savior, holy cross, adorable 

cross, in you alone I place my strength, my hope and my joy.  You are the tree of life, 
the mysterious ladder joining heaven and earth, and the altar on which I wish to sac-

rifice myself in dying with Jesus. Amen.

Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto with Saint Bernadette                              
on the grounds of Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home

Prayer of  Saint BernadettePrayer of  Saint Bernadette
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The work of Saint Gianna’s, although humble and small, has already seen beautiful fruits in the 
lives of many of the mothers and children we serve.  As director of Saint Gianna’s, I often     
receive the gratitude for this amazing work of God that is actually performed through the   
hands and feet of so many different souls.  I would like to take the space in this newsletter to 
introduce you to the people who help keep our doors open for those who need our service.

The Board of DirectorsThe Board of Directors

Colleen Samson, President of our board, is married to Paul, and they live in Park River, ND.  
They have seven children and six grandchildren.  Colleen has been involved in pro-life work for 
many, many years.  She helped to found the Pregnancy Help Center in Park River where she still 
faithfully serves.  Recently Colleen became the statewide chairperson of the 40 Days for Life 
Campaign of North Dakota.  She truly is an example to all of untiring and faithful service to the 
pro-life cause.

Todd Burianek, Vice President of our board, is a lawyer in Grafton, ND.  He also                  
currently serves as mayor of Grafton.  Todd has had a heart for our work since its                  
beginning and joined our board a couple of years ago.  We appreciate the many ways                  
he is able to communicate the message of life truthfully and eloquently in the public                
sphere and also in situations that touch the lives of people here in the Gianna Home.

Joan Schanilec, married to Rod, is the mother of four adult girls and the proud                    
grandmother of two granddaughters.  She works part-time at Altru Hospital as a                      
registered nurse and is the Adoration coordinator for her parish, Sacred Heart, in Minto, 
ND.  Joan serves as a volunteer caseworker at Saint Gianna’s and puts in a substantial 
amount of time in service to our work here. She is one of our founding board members.

Darrin Muggli joined our board a few years ago.  He, along with his wife Dina, helped 
coordinate the volunteer renovation work at Saint Gianna’s. Darrin is an engineering                  
professor at the University of North Dakota. He and Dina have five children.  Grant                 
and Jackie Shaft are both board members.  Grant is an attorney in Grand Forks, ND, 
and serves on the State Board of Higher Education. Jackie is a speech pathologist who 
works for Grand Forks Head Start.  They have three children and bring many gifts to our 
ministry.  Robbyne Sands has worn many hats at Saint Gianna’s. She began her service   
to our apostolate as our office manager. As well as being a dedicated volunteer, she now 
serves on our board of directors. Robbyne is married to Jared, and they live in Alvarado, 
Minnesota.  They are expecting their fifth child in March.  Robbyne’s dedication to her 
family is a beautiful example to our mothers here.  

Delores Grabanski officially joined our board this past month, although she has been actively involved with this apostolate long 
before we opened our doors.  Delores lives just a few miles north of the Gianna Home.  She organized meals each Saturday for 
our volunteers when we were renovating the convent.  She and her husband Merlyn Grabanski worked tireless hours, alongside 
their son Bryan, during the renovation.  Bryan was one of our founding board members and died in 2005.

Tricia Traynor, who has faithfully served us from Devils Lake, ND, for the past three years, has resigned because she and her 
husband Dan are expecting their first child in March. We are so grateful for everything Tricia has done for us. She joins the other 
board members who have given so much to our work but who are now unable to serve us in an official capacity as a member of 
our board. 

Colleen Samson and Todd Burianek

Tricia Traynor, Joan Schanilec, Robbyne Sands

Front: Grant & Jackie Shaft, back Darrin Muggli
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Christ has no body now but yours; no hands, no feet on earth but yours; yours are the eyes through which He looks with Christ has no body now but yours; no hands, no feet on earth but yours; yours are the eyes through which He looks with 

compassion on this world; Christ has no body now on earth but yours. compassion on this world; Christ has no body now on earth but yours. ~St. Teresa of Avila~St. Teresa of Avila



Former members of the Board of Directors to whom we also remain    
grateful include Janie Solarski, Dina Muggli, Patty Roscoe and,             
of course, Bryan Grabanski.

The Advisory BoardThe Advisory Board

Our advisory board consists of many wonderful people who lend their      
support and expertise in areas where we need their advice and assistance.

Bishop Samuel J. Aquila, as the ordinary of the Diocese of Fargo     
(North Dakota) is quite a gift to our apostolate.  He has been a leader for 
the pro-life movement not only in our diocese, but also in the nation.                   
He is a strong supporter and a great gift to our work.

Not even one abortion per week is acceptable.  Not one per month.  Not one 
per year.  Not one in our lifetime. . . . The dignity of the human person begins 
at the moment of conception, not at birth.  The dignity, as recognized by the 
signers of the Declaration of Independence, is bestowed by the Creator, and 

no one has the right to destroy innocent unborn life.  -Bishop Aquila

Msgr. Gregory Schlesselmann, Rector of Cardinal Muench Seminary 
(Fargo), takes time to advise us on moral matters and how moral law is     
applied in individual situations and circumstances, many of them often      
complex.   Mike Hofer is a businessman in Fargo who took an incredible 
leap of faith with us at the beginning of this endeavor.  He gave us advice as 
well as financial support in the very beginning when many people wanted to 
wait and see us prove ourselves before giving their assistance.  Mike also  
secured the help of Dave Hauff, a lawyer in Fargo who helped us with a lot 
of initial paper work and also still serves on our advisory board.

Scott Hennen is a talk show host for AM 970 radio in Fargo, and has been 
heard on over 550 radio stations throughout the United States. He has done 
much not only to support Saint Gianna’s, but also to support the culture of  
life through the media.  Terry McKenna and Jed Carlson, both of Grand 
Forks, ND, are also part of our advisory board.  Terry is an accountant who 
has answered questions for us and helped us in special situations.  Jed is a 
contractor who has repeatedly and generously assisted us with numerous 
building projects, both large and small.  Jed and his wife Jennifer Carlson, 
along with their three children, are an active part of the Gianna family.       
Jan George joined our advisory board this past year.  Jan has taught a 
Catholic Bible Study in Fargo for many years.  Recently she formed Sacred 
Heart Productions to expand the Bible Study program and make it more 
widely available through DVDs and the Internet.  As we get our articles  
ready for the newsletter she proofreads them for us.  It gives us great peace 
of mind to send our newsletter to the printer knowing she has first read 
through it.

Our EmployeesOur Employees

Debbie Lunski has been with us since 2004.  She spends weekdays in the 
Gianna home serving in so many different ways, with child care, rides to     
appointments, cleaning and organizing.  She is an important asset to the daily 
work that goes on here.  Susan Barclay is our office manager.  She is very 
gifted in her computer and artistic skills.  She is the one who makes this 

4                                                                                                                                                                    Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home 

continued from page 3continued from page 3continued from page 3

Father Damian Hils and Bishop Samuel Aquila together at Saint 
Peter’s Square for Saint Gianna’s Canonization, May 16, 2004.

Father Joseph Christensen Msgr. Gregory Schlesselmann

Dena Maciborski and Kristi Shypkowski

Debbie Lunski and Sharon Riskey

Rebecca Barclay Father John Kleinschmidt



newsletter look so nice.  She works on a part-time basis and is invaluable to the professional 
presentation of our work.   Dena Maciborski, who joined us as our housemother this past 
September, has been a tremendous gift to this apostolate and, especially, to the mothers 
who live here.  Dena comes to us from Lake City, Michigan. She graduated from Franciscan 
University of Steubenville, OH, with a degree in history and a minor in theology.                     
Kristi Shypkowski of Fargo, who generously gives us her time one weekend a month, and     
Rebecca Barclay and Sharon Riskey, both of Minto, fill in for our housemother on an  
as-needed basis. Each of these women brings a variety of gifts and talents to share with us.

The Spiritual Director The Spiritual Director of Saint Gianna’s is Father John Kleinschmidt, who is also the 
pastor of Saint Stanislaus Catholic Church in Warsaw and Sacred Heart parish in Minto.  He 
offers Mass at the Gianna Home at least once a week and is also available for sacramental 
help.  Father Joseph Christensen from St. Mary’s Cathedral in Fargo blesses us with an 
evening of reconciliation on a monthly basis, and Msgr. Wendelyn Vetter of Grand Forks 
comes to celebrate Mass once or twice a month.  Monsignor also helped with some of the 
Novena Masses this past year.

The Spiritual BenefactorsThe Spiritual Benefactors of our home helped keep us alive long before we opened our 
doors in service.  The Sisters of the Carmel of Mary in Wahpeton, ND, place our inten-
tions before the altar each day, as do the Passionist Nuns in Erlanger, KY.  What a great 
gift it is for us to have this essential spiritual support from these orders and from so many 
people throughout this nation. Our newsletter goes out to prayerful supporters in 47 states.

Our Material BenefactorsOur Material Benefactors, those who provide us with the necessary funds to continue 
our service, are vital.  God continues to bless us through the sacrifices and generosity of so 
many.

Our VolunteersOur Volunteers are far too many to name, but their service is critical to Saint Gianna’s 
because they provide for our needs in immediate, practical, hands-on ways.  They assist us 
with rides for residents and babysitting of children, teaching, cooking, cleaning, yard work, 
and making blankets.  But that is just the beginning: their roles and forms of service are as 
varied as those who give their time and hours of service.  They are precious and valuable to 
our work.

The Founder The Founder of Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home is Father Damian J. Hils. His dedication 
to the dignity of women and the sanctity of all human life inspired this beautiful home for mothers and their children.  Father Hils 
has returned to his native diocese of Covington, KY, where he continues his service in the Church and his dedication to life.  He 
remains a spiritual support to us here in Warsaw as we continue the work he began.

As you can see, I am truly blessed to be able to work with such an incredible group of dedicated, talented and holy people in 
serving our Lord in His poor and vulnerable little ones.  My role is a very small one, but united together with each of you under 
the patronage of Saint Gianna Beretta Molla and in the apostolic blessing of our late and Great Holy Father Pope John Paul II, may 
we always continue to be a voice for those who have no voice.   May God richly bless each person who has been a part of this 
pro-life apostolate.   –Mary Pat Jahner
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“When the time comes as it surely will, when we face that awesome moment, the final judgment, I’ve often 
thought, as Fulton Sheen wrote, that it is a terrible moment of loneliness.  You have no advocates, you are there 
alone standing before God and a terror will rip through your soul like nothing you can imagine.  But I really think 
that those in the pro-life movement will not be alone.  I think there will be a chorus of voices that have never been 
heard in this world but are heard beautifully and clearly in the next world and they will plead for everyone who has 
been in this movement.  They will say to God, ‘Spare him because he loved us,’ and God will look at you and say 
not, ‘Did you succeed?’ but ‘Did you try?’” – Henry Hyde (American Statesman, d. 2007)

Pope John Paul II gave his Apostolic blessing to 
our work on August 1, 2001. 

Saint Gianna Beretta Molla,                                   
our beloved patroness
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In loving memory of...In loving memory of...In loving memory of...

In celebration of...In celebration of...In celebration of...

In thanksgiving for...In thanksgiving for...In thanksgiving for...

Special intentions...Special intentions...Special intentions...

In honor of...In honor of...In honor of...

You and your intentions              

will be remembered in the                 

Holy Sacrifice of the Mass                 

offered each first                           

Saturday of the month.               

+SUSIE GOETZ, JIM ROGALLA, FLORIAN CZAPIEWSKI, LORETTA EBER-
TOWSKI by Gwyndale & Marge Bayne

+DOROTHY WORNER by Connie Brandt

+BARBARA J. FITZPATRICK by Charlie & Marion Eldredge

+MERLYN COLLETTE by Wayne & Robin Feltman

+LORRAINE FEYEREISEN by Daniel & Jeanne Flaherty

+DAVID STACEY by Bob & Donna Harvey

+FRANK KAPPEL, LESLIE MONTLER, ELLI HAMMER, JIM HARTFORD, AL 
KUDRNA, JOE JORDAN, JOE KUNTZ, HENKE FAMILY, KAPPEL FAMILY 
by Doug & Deb Henke

+AL JELINEK, JEREMIAH JELINEK by Jason & Christy Jelinek

+DONALD PICH by Donald & Veronica Johansen

+ANGELA LYNNE by Kevin & Lisa Koch

+GENE EDLAND, TOM MACHART by George & Sharon Maertens

+DECEASED MEMBERS OF THE MCGURRAN FAMILY by Mike & Rae Ann 
McGurran

+CINDY EVENSON FLICEK by John & Dawn Miller

+DOLLY NARLOCH by John & Dawn Miller, Don & Susan Barclay, Irene Schanilec

+MARTHA E. WILLIAMS by John & Betty Moraghan

+MARY ABRHAMSON, ED MARTIAN, GEORGE TOGSTAD by Violet Nilson

+MARY ANN LOUGHREY by Erin Gonsorowski-Ovsak

+AL NICOLAI, SUSAN COSSETTE by Norman & Joan Rheault

+ANTONIA OLSON by Donald & Dolly Rubertus

+IRENE DENEKER by Marion Samson

+NANCY SAUER, DELWYN MILLER FATHER ALFRED ALLMARAS by John & 
Alfreda Sauer

+CONNIE STOLTMAN by Irene Schanilec

+PATRICIA MOOTZ by Simon & Patricia Schwan

+BABY ANDREW TELLE, PETER VANYO, JOSEPHINE VANYO by Dale & 
Theresa Telle

+KEITH HUNTLY by John & Clarice Vic

+JOHANNA PASCHKE by Clarence & Johanna Walski, George & Georgian Wy-
socki

+ELEANOR OSOWSKI by George & Georgian Wysocki, Gwyndale & Marge Bayne

+JOHN “JACK” FRITZ by Darrell & Betty Menholt

+LEONA PANCRAFT, BONNIE JOHNSON by Don & Mary Kay Schott

+DIANE KUAM by Duane & Doris Liffrig

+HARRIETT ROBIDEAU by Ken & Arlene Highness

+GENEVIEVE LILL WASHEBEK by Rodger & Mary Lill

+JACK VEECH by Maurice & Joy McCormick

+GRANDSON AARON by Kandy Robertson

+DEACON HOWARD J. & HERTHA M. HUNKLER by Saint Gianna’s Board & Staff

Father Jerome Hunkler by Saint Gianna’s Board & Staff

Don & Pat Brouillard

Our pregnancy by Jason & Teresa Fewell

Our children and grandchildren by Tom & Mary Geffre

Curt & Emiko Kreklau Family by Ross & Lori Henningsgard 

Pete & Mary Ellen Naaden by Daniel & Jeanne Flaherty

Marriage of Jody Krile & Erik Rosland by Tom & Mary Geffre

Jill Quarry by Tim Higgins

Al & Sue Zender by Dean & Amy Jahner

Aileen Jelinek by Ruth Jelinek

Sister Gianna Schmaltz by Denver & Dolores Rosberg

Holy Innocents and the Holy Innocents lost to abortion by Jerry & Joanne Sandy

Father Thomas Kramer, Father Paul Eberle by Scott & Kelli Schneider

Sandy Schuster by Sarah Schuster

My mother, Mrs. Lea Waltz by Ken & Vickie Sims

Lee & Alice Klocke by John & Jan Klocke

Parents, Jon & Jeannie Vanderpol by Tobi Ann Andrews

CCD teachers, Kelly Schanilec & Robbyne Sands by Leann Czapiewski, Lynette 
McGeary & Mary Schuster by Jamie Czapiewski, Rondee Feltman by Sara 
Czapiewski

Godparents: Chuck Sechser, Godparent of Cassie Sechser, Josh & Sonja Craig, 
Godparents of Josiah Sechser, Deacon Rick & Denise Paine, Godparents of 
Cecilia Sechser

Will & Karen Gapp, Tom & Eileen Hegg, Tom & Carmen Rentzio, Cal & Kathy 
Meyer, Vernon & Vi Lyons by Gene & Coralee Meyer

Janet Weinmann, seminarians: Gregory Haman, Neil Pfeifer, Christopher Markman, 
Philip Zubrod, William Ruelle. Fr. James Ermer, Fr. Terry Dodge, Fr. Andrew 
Jazinski, Fr. Charles Fischer, Fr. Paul Duchschere, Msgr. Gregory Schlessel-
mann, Msgr. Robert Laliberte, Msgr. Brian Donahue, Msgr. Dennis Skonseng 
by Stuart & Cindy Longtin

Fr. William McDermott, Fr. Joseph Dubay, Fr. John Kizito by John & Alfreda Sauer

Birthdays of Hannah Koch, Emelia Koch by Kevin & Lisa Koch

40th wedding anniversary of Mike & Lillian Kuznia by Keith & Gina Mykleseth,  
Donald & Veronica Johansen

Birthdays of Cynthia Kann and Maribeth Kuznia by Keith & Gina Mykleseth

Birth of Ella Ann Clarine by Sarah Winger

Birth of Gracie RaeLynn and Kira Lee by Saint Gianna’s Board & Staff

For Chris, Joyce, Karen, Olus, Nancy, Cliff by Rev. Bob Stone

By Brian Beaton

For Mathew & Shannon Schonakan by Lois Ososki

By Michael & Florence Schmidt

By Wayne & Robin Feltman

By Robert & Marilyn Wocken

For mother Catherine Thompson by Luke & Ann Marie Whittaker
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The following people have all sent memorials in loving memory of Patricia A. Vacek. Her husband Alan and                     
children; Mike, Craig, Tim, and Beth requested memorials sent to Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home because of                               
Pat’s deep respect for life. 

Millie Bach, Bruce & Thea Bauer, John & Beverly Braasch, George & Rose Brasque, Lindsay Brown, Stephen & Kathleen Byrd, Bob & Laura 
Callahan, Richard & Mary Beth Carey, William & Diane Casart, Robert & Mary Coleman, Evonne Condon, Michael Conzemius, Kenneth & 
Clara Croft, Bruce & Theresa Dahl, Gregory & Mary Lou Dahms, Dana F. Cole & Co., David & Phyllis Davis, Jacqueline Devaney, Paul & 
Mary Diperna, Faye Eagleson, David & Rebecca Elbert, Paul & Amanda Elsenpeter, Roger & Jan Fenstad, Edward & Mary Fink, Veronica
Fischer, Steven & Mary Jo Franco, Tom & Tracy Frei, Leonard & Cynthia Fretland, Ernest & Deanna Gerhard, David & Janice Glatt, Gerald & 
Donna Gross, RK & AK Grummert, Mike & Shawn Hagstrom, Cheryl Halvorson, Thomas & Joan Heafey, Doug & Deb Henke, Stephen & 
Kathleen Hess, Thomas & Margaret Hoarty, Gregory & Dorothy Hoffelt, George & Evonne Kelly, Diane Kirk, Mike & Janice Kjera, Dennis 
Koley, Larry & Jance Lamont, Mike & Phyllis Langenfeld, John & Nancy Langenfeld, Jason & Angela Langenfeld, Sean & Elizabeth Lan-
genfeld, Amy Longo, Mark & Marjorie Mathison, Maurice & Joy McCormick, James & Sandra McDonnell, Jack & Kay Monzingo, William & 
Margaret Monzu, Patrick & Brenda Nistler, Patrick & Esther Overmann, Frank & Margaret Parks, Joe & Geri Paul, Carol & Alyssa Puffer, Matt 
& Erin Ridder, Leo & Gail Ringey, Carole Rose, Steven & Kelsey Roth, Joseph & Sharon Rotolo, Jerry & Mary Rutten, Amy Ruzicka, Don & 
Mary Kay Schott, Dellis & Twila Schrock, Patrick & Donna Schwan, HL Seefeld, Erin Shannon, Roger & Kathleen Silkey, Joel & Patricia 
Simons, Susan B. Simonson, John & Kelley Simonson, John & Marilyn Smith, Sandra Taylor, Duane & Judy Thome, Roman & Patricia Turek, 
J. Ried & Claire Von Tersch, Stephen & Barbara Voss, Mary L. Walker, Dave & Diane Wanner, Keith & Rosemary Weide, Wayne & Jean 
Welle, Helen Wiers, Kevin & Brenda Wolf, Daniel & Pegi Young. 

Phyllis Abrahamson, Daniel & Victoria Becvar, Roxann Corum, Bill & Shelli Dockter, Charles & Marion Eldredge, Galen Hakanson, Steve & 
Annette Hoornaert, Jerry & Bev Klein, John & Anna Klessig, Kevin & Lisa Koch, Maurice & Joy McCormick, Violet Nilson, Jimmy & Anna Marie 
Olson, Marjorie M. Parker, Ed Volk. 

+Patricia                         
Vacek

+Becky Wald

Servants of the Plan of God: An UpdateServants of the Plan of God: An UpdateCharitable GiftCharitable Gift

Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home is honored and grateful                  
to have been the recipient of a most generous gift from 
the Ronald and Marlene Hoffart Charitable Fund of the 
Fargo-Moorhead Area Foundation. The gift in the amount 
of $5000.00 was designated to be used as follows: 
$4,200.00 for two new furnaces and $800.00 for general 
support and use. 

Saint Gianna’s Wish ListSaint Gianna’s Wish List

For forty days, the example of Jesus in the desert fasting and 
praying is imitated. The three traditional forms of penance 
practiced especially during Lent are prayer, fasting, and 
almsgiving. Your 2008 Lenten sacrifices can impact 
the lives of unborn babies and mothers who are vul-
nerable to abortion. Please consider us in your 
prayer and almsgiving resolution this Lenten Season. 

*Gift cards for mothers to buy personal items 
*Postage stamps                                                   
*Paper products                                                          
*Light bulbs 
*Donations towards the building of our garage

“Give justice to the weak and the orphan; maintain the right of the lowly and the destitute.                                    
Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.” Psalm 82:3-4

After a period of prayerful discernment 
within their order, Sister Elizabeth San-
chez of the Servants of the Plan of God 
sent a letter to us at Saint Gianna’s stat-
ing that their “General Council has de-
cided that for now it is not possible for 
them to take on the mission of St. 
Gianna’s.  However we could consider 
the possibility again one year from now.”  
She continues in her letter: “We have the 
firm belief that the work done [in the 
maternity home] and the constant effort 
of those who are working to make it run, 
is a true testimony of commitment and 
charity towards those who are truly 
needy.”   Sister Elizabeth concludes by saying, “I send you our regards and the 
commitment of our prayers for each one of the members [of the maternity 
home] and with true gratefulness to God for the beautiful mission you carry 
out.” 

The Board of Directors met and decided that because we feel these sisters are 
the perfect fit for our apostolate, we will not pursue any other orders at this 
time, but instead we will also wait and pray this year, that their answer will be 
yes one year from now.   AND SO . . . We humbly ask for your continued 
prayers for this intention: That the Servants of the Plan of God will 
one day be a part of the mission of Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home.

Dolores Grabanski, new board member is 
shown here with Sr. Elizabeth and                   

Sr. Veronica, Servants of the Plan of God.
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www.saintgiannahome.com
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“Truly you have formed my inmost being;                             
you knit me in my mother’s womb.                                            

I give you thanks that I am fearfully                                      
and wonderfully made,                                                      

wonderful are your works.”                                                                     
- Psalm 139: 13,14

It is with great joy that we                                                           
announce the birth of:                                           

Gracie RaelynnGracie Raelynn
Gracie was born on Saturday, January 5th, at 12:00 A.M.                    
She weighed 7 lbs, 8.1 ounces and was 22 inches long.         

Gracie was lovingly placed for adoption by her mother, 
Crissy.  She joins older brother Christian in the home of  

her adoptive parents, Brent and Carla.


