
   In some cases, we 
have to leave others to 
God’s mercy.  Conver-
sion is a grace and gift.  
We should petition 
God’s help for those 
who need the grace of 
conversion.  This kind 
of petition reflects true 
and deep love, espe-
cially when it is for 
someone who is diffi-
cult.  After we or 
someone else has re-
ceived the grace of 
conversion, it is impor-
tant, then, to thank and 
praise God for that 
great gift, just as the 
people did at St. Paul’s 
conversion.

   Conversion, then, is a continu-
ous ,  ongoing ,  da i ly—even 
hourly—endeavor.  We never just 
stand still in our spiritual life or 
journey.  We cannot be in a hold-
ing pattern: we either advance or 
we fall backwards.  Therefore, we 
have to work at our conversion by 
prayer and petition, through the 
Holy Mass and Holy Eucharist, and 
through penance and good works.  
The grace of conversion will not 
just fall into our laps.  As St. Paul 
tells the Philippians, we “work out 
our salvation in fear and trem-
bling.”  What type of work is he 
speaking of?  Good works.  And 
good works means doing works in 
the state of grace, faithfully prac-
ticing the faith, attending Mass 
every Sunday and on Holy Days, 
receiving the Holy Eucharist wor-
thily, seeking regular Confession, 
praying daily—morning, noon, and 
night—and doing penance, as well 
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Merciful Father.  Grace is necessary 
for our change of heart and change 
of life . . . toward the Lord, closer to 
the Heart of Christ.  This grace is 
obtained by prayer and sacrifices 
offered to God through Jesus on the 
Cross, by participating in the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass and, especially, 
by frequent reception of Holy Com-
munion and Reconciliation.  But this 
grace of conversion is a gift . . . not a 
right: not if we do x, y and z will we 
get this grace, but if we ask, beg, 
petition for these graces, and even 
shed tears, like St. Monica (and her 
sincere seeking of these graces for 
her husband and for her son, St. 
Augustine, helped her become a 
saint).

   We are not to question who or 
why God gives grace to certain peo-
ple.  All people, even the most evil, 
sinful, or weak, are created by God 
for God, to love Him.  If God gives 
the grace of conversion—praise 
God!

St. Paul was one who 
was “born abnor-

mally,” as he put it, by 
being given the special 
grace of instant conver-
sion.  But even so, he 
continually turned to-
ward the Lord each 
day, striving for true 
holiness, to become 
that “icon” or image of 
Christ Jesus.  Most of 
us are born normally 
through baptism and 
constantly work on our 
conversion because 
conversion takes time; 
it is continuous; it 
never stops until our 
dying breath.

   Like St. Paul, as we 
hear in Acts 22:4, we are even 
“zealous for God,” but yet we do 
not always follow God’s Holy Will: 
whether it is pride, or being blind 
to the truth.  Or we may even be-
lieve that we are doing God’s 
Will—like St. Paul when he was 
persecuting Catholic Christians—
but it turns out that we are not 
doing what He wants of us.

   Yet God holds out to us the 
grace of conversion.  This is a   
special grace, a great grace, and 
this grace is a gift, a gift from the 
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as corporal and spiritual works of 
mercy, and acting with charity to-
ward others.

   This message of conversion is for 
all, not just for some.  As Christ says, 
“Go into the whole world and pro-
claim the Gospel to every creature” 
(Mk 16:15).  The call to holiness is 
for all: we must hear the Gospel and 
draw closer to Christ.

   Our suffering, like St. Paul’s, is diffi-
cult at times, but it draws us deeper 
into the love of God.  Suffering also 
cleanses away any impurities and mis-
guided desires or other attachments 
that keep us from the total love of God.  In other words, suffering helps 
us to realize that we have nowhere else, nothing else, to turn to but God 
and God alone.

   The Lord Jesus told St. Paul, as He tells us too: “my grace is sufficient.” 
“Therefore, that I might not become too elated, a thorn in the flesh was given 
to me, an angel of Satan, to beat me, to keep me from being too elated.  Three 
times I begged the Lord about this, that it might leave me, but he said to me, 
‘My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.’ I will 
rather boast most gladly of my weaknesses, in order that the power of Christ 
may dwell with me.”  As often as we embrace God’s will for us, we unite 
our sufferings to that of Christ; the deeper the suffering, the greater the 
conversion.

   So many times in Lent, we look at our penance, our suffering and get 
lost in our own selves; yet, if we would only look at and meditate upon 
what Jesus Christ suffered as the Son of God Most High for the love and 
salvation of us, we are quickly and deeply moved to a profound conver-
sion, out of compassion for Our Lord and His suffering.

   Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home offers to young women the opportunity 
for conversion to the Lord Jesus—a work so greatly needed today.  Saint 
Gianna’s Home helps the people it serves to realize God’s great love for 
each one of them.  With your continued generous support, love, and 
prayers for these young mothers and their children, the staff works to be 
this constant reminder to them of God’s love for each one of them, and 
to help each of them realize and live out God’s plan for them and their 
baby’s life, by striving for a daily spiritual life that includes a life of conver-
sion, of good and holy works, and of living the life God intended for 
them—in short, to love God with their whole heart, mind, soul, and 
strength.   Saint Gianna’s Home itself bears witness to these means of 
conversion, by showing mercy to those in need and offering instruction in 
the faith, by feeding the hungry and sheltering the homeless, by working 
so that the unborn might have life, and have it to the full, by giving good 
example of holy family life and living, and helping to facilitate education—
and so many more good works, all of which provide the foundation for 
conversion to those who may not otherwise experience this gift.

   In this Lenten season, let us pray for these young, delicate mothers and 
their children, and for the staff of  Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home, that all 
might turn and embrace what is held out to them at the Home—the gift, 
the grace of conversion to the love of the Lord!

~Father Joseph Christensen                                                                                                      
Parochial Vicar, Sts. Anne & Joachim’s Catholic Church, Fargo

“Conversion” continued from page 1“Conversion” continued from page 1“Conversion” continued from page 1
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~Father Joseph Christensen                                                                                                             

The Lord ProvidesThe Lord ProvidesThe Lord Provides

Pam:  “The moment I saw the job advertisement for Saint Gianna’s Home, I had a 
feeling that God was calling me here.  Long ago He placed a desire in my heart to serve young 
mothers who have nowhere else to turn.  And, after all, only God could initiate a move from 
Florida to North Dakota in January!  

Prior to my time here I was working on a master’s degree in theology at Ave Maria 
University in Florida, but I felt that God was calling me to a different commitment to Him.  I 
knew that through serving here I would give Him a chance to grow in my soul, that I need to 
accomplish whatever work He has in store for me.

Even after only three weeks at Saint Gianna’s, I’ve fallen in love with the women and 
children that we serve here.  Who could help but love these little souls that God treasures so 
dearly?  My prayer is that He will work through me to touch their lives.  I know I am inade-
quate to the task, but ‘His grace is sufficient, for strength is made perfect in weakness’! (2 Corin-
thians 12:9)”

Christine:  “I am from Union, Missouri, a small town fifty miles west of St. Louis.  I am 
the third child of four girls and I have always had a heart for service. 

I recently graduated from Franciscan University of Steubenville, Ohio this past December 
with a Bachelors degree in Theology and English.  In the midst of job searching, I became very frus-
trated that no posted jobs matched my desire to combine service with my work.  I prayed that God 
would send the perfect job my way, and the next day, I found the job description of housemother at 
Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home online and knew that it was what God was calling me to do.  I had 
heard of St. Gianna’s from a friend when I served on a Young Disciples team this past summer.  We 
held one of our camps in Minto, ND at Sacred Heart Parish and I first saw the Home when we came 
to St. Stanislaus Parish to promote our bible camp. 

I am very excited to be directly involved in a pro-life apostolate, a movement which is so 
important in the present day and age.  I am so thankful to God for giving me such a wonderful oppor-
tunity to show his children His Love.”

One of the most vital roles at Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home is the 
role of our housemothers.  This position provides the mothers and their chil-
dren with the love, care and example that they deserve.  We have been very 
blessed by the women God has called to be a part of our apostolate.  Since 
last February, Maria Schmitz has been with us.  Maria helped to expand our 
ministry in many ways, especially through our classes (pre-natal, post-natal, 
parenting, chastity and catechism).  She also spearheaded the Vacation Bible 
School that we offered this past summer.  

We were also very blessed to have Kristi Shypkowski with us this 
past summer.  Her kindness and patience taught us all so much.  She moved 
back to Fargo at the end of September but she returns, to Warsaw, to visit 
and to help us at least once a month.  We all look forward to her weekends 
with us.

But God does not leave us empty-handed.  He always gives us more 
than we could hope for.  Pamela Acker and Christine (Ce Ce) Wienke      
arrived just before Maria left, and they are truly blessings straight from 
Heaven.  Their joy and prayerful spirit are a beautiful addition to our aposto-
late.                                                               

Maria Schmitz

Kristi Shypkowski

Christine “Ce Ce” Weinke

Pam Acker



     The Lenten liturgical season is upon us.  Holy Mother Church is once again unfolding the mystery of our redemp-
tion.  As we ponder the Passion and Death of Christ we are reminded of the importance of turning back to God with 
repentant hearts.

     In today’s (February 16th) Gospel reading from Saint Mark, Jesus tells the multitude these words, “If any man 
would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.  For whoever would save his life will 
lose it; and whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save it.  For what does it profit a man, to gain the 
whole world and forfeit his life?” (Mk.8:  34-36). 

     The call to conversion of heart is heard frequently during this penitential time.  What does that mean?  The Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church states that conversion is a work of God’s grace encouraging our hearts to return to Him 
(CCC 1431-39).  We stray like the Prodigal Son time and time again.  Only our God can restore us and give us the 
strength to begin anew.  When we meditate upon His life, Death and Resurrection, we see the depth of His love and 
desire to amend our ways and turn back to Him.  Is this not the desire we have in our hearts for the women and chil-
dren we serve here at Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home?  Many of them—through no fault of their own—have encoun-
tered various trials and crises that have left them with hardened hearts.  We share with them that it is only through 
God’s grace that one’s heart can be restored and turned back to Him.  Are they willing to put their trust in God and 
hope in His mercy?  Are they willing to turn away from sin and change their lives?  Many are ready for this, some are 
not. 

     One must remember that conversion and repentance first begins in our own hearts.  Monsignor Skonseng shared 
this so eloquently during his homily at the Walk for Life Mass last October. A similar teaching was shared by our 
Bishop Samuel Aquila during the anniversary mass of Roe v. Wade on January 22 in Fargo.  I, first, need to return to 
God with my whole heart.  I, first, need to turn away from evil and hate sin.  I, too, need to focus my eyes on the 
Cross of Jesus Christ and daily remember the cost of salvation, the ultimate cost of love.

     Once our hearts are converted, we pray that our Lord can use us, His unworthy servants, to reach out to His 
wounded ones.  Concern for the salvation of others becomes primary.  Ministering to the women and children at Saint 
Gianna’s Maternity Home, as well as to their families, is a great gift from God, but not without monumental responsi-
bility.  When we see the fruits of the daily work at the Home, we are truly grateful to God for the “things He has 
done.”  His mercy is from ‘everlasting to everlasting’, and we are blessed for the miracles, both small and great, that 
He has performed.    

      As president of Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home, I humbly ask each one of you, our faithful people, to hear this 
prayer from my heart.  Let us help one another walk the spiritual journey of interior conversion and repentance by tak-
ing up our cross daily and following Jesus.  Let us reach out to those in need—especially the women and their children 
here at  Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home, as well as others the Lord may place in our path.  Let us together share 

Christ’s love and guidance by utilizing all that Holy 
Mother Church offers us.  Through prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving this Lenten season, may all of us be melted 
and molded into a greater likeness of Our Lord, and may 
our hearts turn back to our King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords.  

     Let me close with a beautiful foundational prayer of 
our faith. 

The Act of Love

O my God, I love You above all things, with my 
whole heart and soul, because You are all good and 
worthy of all love.  I love my neighbor as myself for 
the love of You.  I forgive all who have injured me, 
and ask pardon of all whom I have injured.  Amen.
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~A message from the President of the Board of Directors, Colleen Samson     

O Lord, you have been our refuge through all generations.  Before the mountains were begotten                                                                                 
and the earth and the world were brought forth, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.  You turn man back to dust, saying,

Return, O Children of MenReturn, O Children of MenReturn, O Children of Men ~Psalm 90:1-3



As we walk through the Lenten Season and espe-

cially as we approach Holy Thursday, the day both the sac-

raments of Holy Orders and the Most Holy Eucharist were 

instituted, let us in a special way remember and be grateful 

to God for these sacraments that give life to each other; 

and let us pray for those men who answer the call from 

our Lord to be His humble ministers and our servants on 

our journey to our Heavenly Home.  Let us particularly 

thank God for the priests who have been a part of our 

lives, the priest who baptized us, the priest at whose hands 

we received our first Holy Communion, the priest who 

gave us absolution (in some cases, time and time again), 

the priest who witnessed our marriage or helped us 

through any difficult times in our lives.  Let us pray that 

they are richly blessed by our Lord whom they serve.

“Jesus, the sole Mediator between God and man, willed to 

institute the priesthood to perpetuate among us, in a visible manner, 

His work of mediation, salvation, and sanctification. The priest accom-

panies us at every step of our life. Soon after our birth, he welcomes 

us at the baptismal font;  he administers the Sacraments to us, he 

helps us to understand divine truths, he shows us how to lead a good 

life, blesses our efforts, sustains our footsteps, and strengthens us in 

our last agony. He often works unseen and unknown, misunderstood, 

never sufficiently appreciated; yet his apostolic work is priceless, and 

indispensable. Every Christian ought to be grateful for the gift of the 

priesthood: in the first place, we should be grateful to Jesus who insti-

tuted it, and then to those who perform its sublime duties. We must 

express this gratitude, not only by showing reverent respect and filial 

docility to God’s ministers, but also by assiduously offering our prayers 

and good works for priestly vocations.”  (Taken from Divine Intimacy

by Father Gabriel of St. Mary Magdalen, O.C.D.)
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The PriesthoodThe PriesthoodThe Priesthood--- a means of conversiona means of conversiona means of conversion

A Priest

To live in the midst of the world

without wishing its pleasures;

to be a member of each family,

yet belonging to none;

to share all sufferings;

to penetrate all secrets;

to heal all wounds;

to go from men to God

and offer Him their prayers;

to return from God to men

to bring pardon and hope;

to have a heart of fire for charity

and a heart of bronze for chastity;

to teach and to pardon;

to console and bless always.

My God, what a life! And it is yours,

O Priest of Jesus Christ!
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            Saint Gianna’s Wish List            Saint Gianna’s Wish List            Saint Gianna’s Wish List

Charity HomeCharity HomeCharity Home
There has been a lot of progress on the charity 
home being built in Grand Forks to benefit Saint 
Gianna’s Maternity Home.  It is for sale and will be 
ready for a family this spring.  If you or someone you 
know is in the market for a well-built, 4-bedroom 
home with many extra features and details, please 
call us for more information.  We are grateful for the 
charity and tremendous generosity of the builder, 
who has worked all winter on our behalf, and to his 
family – please pray that they are blessed for their 
kindness to us.

 Boys’ clothing - Size 18 months 
and size 3

 Gift cards for mothers to buy 
personal items

 Paper products (plates, napkins, 
towels, tissue, toilet paper...)

The three traditional forms of penance practiced especially during       
Advent and Lent are:  prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.  Your 2007 
Lenten sacrifices can impact the lives of unborn babies and mothers 
who are vulnerable to abortion.  Please consider us in your prayer 
and almsgiving resolutions this Lenten Season.

Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home will, once again, offer a Divine Mercy Novena 
of Masses in the nine days between Good Friday and the Sunday after Easter, 
which is the Feast of the Divine Mercy. The Feast of Divine Mercy has its origins 
in the writings of Saint Faustina Kowalska, canonized by Pope John Paul II on 
April 30, 2000.

This novena is a chance for you to immerse your friends and relatives into the 
merciful heart of Jesus. We all can call to mind people we know who are strug-
gling with their faith or certain physical, emotional, or moral problems. There 
are so many souls who desperately need to know that God loves them and wants 
to be with them. This would be a wonderful gift to anyone for Easter. I encour-
age you to enroll them in this very special novena so that many graces may be 
awarded from Heaven for them. Watch for information in the mail about how 
to enroll.

When you enroll someone in this novena you not only honor him or her, but 
also support the vital work of Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home, which in itself is 
a work of the Mercy of God. 

 Postage stamps

 Dishwasher

 Garage

 Monthy donors

                         Divine Mercy Novena to be offered                         Divine Mercy Novena to be offered                         Divine Mercy Novena to be offered

Tice (size 18 mos)  and Jeremy (size 3T)

Charily Home located on the corner of Cherry and                                     
49th Avenue South, Grand Forks, ND
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+Marion Hanson by Francis & Susan Peterka, JD & Marlys Miller, Margaret Dub,                                 
Donald & Ronnie Johansen, Rod & Joan Schanilec

+Henry Duray by Earl & Lydia Plutowski, Hilary & Evelyn Feltman, Georgian Wysocki,                
Remi & Betty Beauchamp, Ray & Germaine (Perkerewicz) Schultz

+Arkie Reiger, Edward Klein, Burten Melaass, Benora Lindgren, Angela Lynne by 
Gary & Becky Wald

+Jeremiah Jelinek, Alexander Jelinek by Jason, Christy, Tyson, Ashlyn and Alex 
Jelinek

+Steven Slominski by Joann Slominski and family, Leroy & Judy Kamrowski, Roger & 
Yvonne Feltman, Hilary & Evelyn Feltman, John & Alice Sevigny, Merlyn & Dolores 
Grabanski

+Jason Stadstad by Earl & Lydia Plutowski, John & Dawn Miller, Rod & Joan Schanilec
+Mary Bartsch by Leo & Ruth Schaeffer
+Julian Bjornson by Noel & Jill Pilon
+Baby Schultz, Doug Wilson by Ben & Linda Ofstead
+Gordon Lynne by Gary & Becky Wald
+Frances Fontaine by Mike & Rae Ann McGurran
+Mary Peutz by Don  Kairovan Moffet
+Peter Schell, Andrew & Angeline Wentz by Rose Schell
+Timothy W. McCann by Leon & Linda McCann
+Ruby Gellner by Laurence & Jean Charbonneau
+John Wosick by Gwyndale & Marge Bayne, Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski
+Lillian Legg by John & Alice Sevigny, JD & Marlys Miller
+Ralph Pawloski by Veronica Johansen
+Patricia Lorraine Mootz by Mr. & Mrs. Simon Schwan
+Marge Callahan by Ed & Joy Wesolowski
+Bryan Grabanski by Joe & Carol Pierce
+Deceased Family by Francis & Cordelia Delisle
+Don Wysocki by Gwyndale & Marge Bayne
+Wallace Ethen, Edgar Krenze by George & Sharon Maertens
+Mathilda (Tillie) Schnitzler by Gerard Karsky
+Bill Cowger by Bob & Judy Cowger
+Kevin Kamrowski by Leroy & Judy Kamrowski, Wayne & Robin Feltman
+Mr. & Mrs. VT Grabanski by Esther Grabanski
+Baby James Terry Frelich by John & Linda Frelich
+Joe Kadlec by JD & Marlys Miller
+Evelyn Haberman by Don & Kairovan Moffet
+LeRoy Korynta by Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski
+Keith Peters Family by Mitch & Lee Walski
+Father Theodore F. Gustin by Richard & Ginger Haman
+Leona Gudajtes by Mike & Rae Ann McGurran, Rod & Joan Schanilec
+Connie Jameson by Family & Friends
+Beatrice Kurtyka by Maxine Schanilec
+Evelyn Heggen Johansen by Donald & Veronica Johansen
+Phyllis Schweitzer by Ronnie & Carol Clark
+Father Victor Schill, Dean spratt, Gertie Wild by John & Alfreda Sauer
+William F. Gietzen by Ellis & Antoinette Freeman
+Harvey Starry by Larry & Margaret Bowman
+Gertrude Wild by Richard & Sally Otto
+Stella Johnson by Leroy & Judy Kamrowski
+Mrs. Josephine Malone by Laurence & Jean Chabonneau                                                                                    

In memory of...In memory of...In memory of... You and your intentions will be                       
remembered in the Holy Sacrifice                              

of the Mass offered each first                    
Saturday of the month..               

Sr. Emmanuel Schmidt final vows by Ben & Linda 
Ofstead  
Life by Scott & Mary Salwei                         
Sr. Emmanuel’s perpetual vows and Mary Kalinowski 

by  Mitch & Lee Walski
Isaac & Miriam Walski’s Confirmation by Leonard & Anita Blazejewski, Joy Sand, Rev. 

Donald Braukmann, David & Denise St. Germain, David & Letricia Gram, Jim & Carol 
Walski, John & Susan Kerian, Tom & Ann Walski, Iretta Marynik, Joan Schanilec, 
Bethlehem Community, Lois & Stanley Stanislawski, Brad & Ann Thompson, Tom & 
Meredith Brown, Dean & Beverly Klegstad, David & Candy Gram, Buz & Jane 
Harders, Dennis & Terri Brazier, Hazell Stauffenecker, Mary Kalinowski, David & 
Deann Bennett, Dorothy Brazier

Upcoming vows of Sr. Gianna Schmaltz by Dolores Rosberg                                              

Bishop Samuel J. Aquila by Rebecca Schuster
Marriage of Larry Reike & Terry Peoples by Larry & Toni Burkhart
Lea L. Waltz by Kenneth & Victoria Sims
Pete & Mary Ellen Naaden by Daniel & Jeanne Flaherty
Fred & Kathy Kennedy’s 50th wedding anniversary by Ellis & Antoinette Freeman
Godmother Jill Quarry by Wyatt Feltman
Jim & Jean Wanner’s 44th wedding anniversary by Kirk & Leann Ripplinger
Jill Nelson, Bev Klein by Annette Hoornaert
Shannon O’Connor by Thomas & Betty Lou O’Connor
Children Emmaline, Isaac and baby due by Steven & Marsha Schmidt
Aelred & Doreen Dettlers 54th wedding anniversary by James & Mary Beth Sexton
Father Dudzinski’s 10th year of priesthood by James & Mary Beth Sexton 
Luverne & Marie Russell’s 50th wedding anniversary by Terry & Mary Ann McKenna, 

Rod & Joan Schanilec

Baby Cody Frelich by John & Linda Frelich
Father Bob Schreiner by Mitch & Lee Walski
Our children and grandchildren by James & Mary Beth Sexton
Lillian Lengowski by Mildred Wegh 

Lois, Kathy, Lil Robert and special prayers for Kris’ operation by Robert Neumann
Nine children, their six spouses, 21 grand children, Jerry in Iraq by 

Frank & Georgia Keller
Special Intentions by Brian Beaton
Special Intentions by William Althoff
Jean Eppler by Gary & Judy Kubalek
Chris Hendrickson by Barbara Johnson
Betty Ridl by Mildred Wegh
Maxine Anseth by Barb Johnson 

In thanksgiving for...In thanksgiving for...In thanksgiving for...

Prayers for...Prayers for...Prayers for...

In celebration of...In celebration of...In celebration of...

In honor of...In honor of...In honor of...
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Rejoice !Rejoice !
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice, the Lord is nigh.”                   

These are the first words of  the Mass of the Third Sunday of Advent, the 
Sunday on which three of our young residents (Damian, Donovan and 

Blaise) were baptized. Our hearts repeat the theme of this day,                          
one of exultant joy.    The boys are shown in the pictures                                 

with their mothers and godparents.


