Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home

Serving the Body of Christ as a Pro-Life Residential Shelter for Pregnant Women and their Children

Saint Rita of Cascia - Saint of the Impossible
“For with God nothing is impossible.” Luke 1:37

I

t’s always difficult to decide which
saint to feature in our newsletter,
since the life of every saint is its own
wonderful story, and every saint is a
unique intercessor for us on earth. It
seems that the St. Gianna litany of
saints would not be complete without
including St. Rita, patron of the impossible. Perhaps the most frequent
response we received as we began the
work of St. Gianna’s was that the work
we hoped to do was impossible and
that it would never happen.
But it did happen, thanks be to God
for His goodness towards us and for
the constant intercession of the saints
on our behalf! As the renovation of
the old convent and boarding school
came to completion, our work was still
only just beginning. God continues to
guide and teach us His will as we serve
Him in the poor and vulnerable who
come to us. In these first four years of
serving women and their children,
we have learned a lot and been challenged beyond our strength, but God
continues to prove his faithfulness
again and again, in many different
ways and through many different
people. It is hard to believe that in
such a short time more than forty
mothers have lived here, and just as
many babies have been born.
Many times we have found strength and
consolation in Saint Rita, patroness of
impossible causes, since the mothers we
serve come to us from situations and
circumstances that often seem impossible
and overwhelming. In Saint Rita we find
not only an ideal model for our apostolate, but an exemplary intercessor on
behalf of those who feel engulfed by

title of ‘saint of the impossible’
because of how God answered her
fervent prayers in amazing ways — and
still does to this day! — and because of
how she served those around her,
through her subsequent vocations as
wife, mother, widow and consecrated
religious, with a love that transcends
the ordinary. Through the events of
her life and her sacrificial love for God
and her neighbor, Saint Rita is also the
special patroness of those who suffer
from loneliness, from sterility, and
from difficult marriages. The patron of
parents, widows, and wounded people, Saint Rita intercedes for those
struggling with seemingly impossible
situations. What marks her life in all
its stages is her great hope against all
odds and her great charity towards
everyone in need, but it was Rita’s
deep faith in and love for our Lord that
was the source of her strength and
peace in the midst of the trials and
sufferings she shared with others.

Saint Rita
struggles and without hope.
Such
circumstances can sometimes lead a
mother to abort her little one. The
women who live at Saint Gianna’s often
make many sacrifices to choose life.
Given the culture in which we live, Saint
Rita is a very fitting patron for the pro-life
cause. Saint Rita understood how love
and life ultimately triumph over every
possible difficulty and trial we can
encounter in this life, and that nothing is
impossible with God as our friend.
The Church refers to Saint Rita under the

Rita was born in 1381, an only child of
devout parents who saw their daughter as a great grace from God, since
she was born to them in their later
years. Although Rita’s initial desire
was to join the Augustinian convent in
Cascia near her hometown in the Province
of Umbria, Italy, she married, in obedience
to her parents, the man they chose and
arranged for her, Paolo Mancini. With
great devotion she embraced her role as
wife and mother. Although God blessed
their marriage with twin boys, Rita
suffered considerably because of her
husband’s unkind disposition, bad temper
and impulsive nature. Rita returned his
heartlessness, though, with kindness and
forgiveness. In time, her love for him and
continued on page 2
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prayers for him changed his heart and, by the grace of God, the two lived happily
together, but only for a short time. Soon after his conversion, Paolo was ambushed
and killed one day while on his way home. The sorrow his murder caused was
compounded by the fact that her sons wanted to avenge their father’s death, since
revenge or ‘vendetta’ (a life for a life) was an accepted—although worldly and not
Christian—custom of the time. Rita’s years of good example as a Christian wife and
mother, and her prayers and pleading, did not change her boys’ hearts. Feeling
powerless to bring about the good she so deeply desired in that difficult situation,
Rita, in an act of heroic virtue, entrusted her sons to God, begging Him to take their
lives from them, rather than allow them to commit a mortal sin by taking revenge.
Soon after, both sons fell ill and, in spite of Rita’s every effort to nurse them, both of
them ended up dying, but only after they had repented of their desire for revenge
and prepared themselves to meet the Lord.
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After losing her entire family—for Rita’s parents, husband and sons had all died—
Rita, finding herself alone in the world, devoted herself to prayer and penance.
Once again she felt the desire to join the Augustinian Convent in Cascia, so she applied for admittance. The sisters refused her permission because they were afraid
of the violence and turmoil that surrounded Paolo’s death and thought that giving
Rita permission to enter might disrupt the peace of the convent, a decision that
caused Rita further suffering. Establishing herself in a life of confident prayer before
God, Rita was eventually able to reconcile her husband’s family with their enemies,
so that the people of Cascia could live in peace. Hoping to be granted entrance in
the convent now that the situation was resolved, Rita went to the convent, only to
be refused permission to enter again and again. According to the story told of her
life, the sisters in the convent discovered Rita inside the convent walls one morning,
in spite of the doors having been locked all night. They considered Rita’s miraculous
entrance to the convent a sign given by God Himself that she was not to be refused
entrance any longer. Rita remained there, living the consecrated life with her sisters
for the next forty years.
Rita’s time in the convent was marked by charity and also penance. She was the
model of perfect obedience to her superiors. After many years of meditating on the
Passion of our Lord, Rita was given what she considered a most treasured gift from
God. One day as she knelt praying, her forehead was pierced with a violent wound
by a thorn from the crown of thorns that covered Jesus’ Sacred Head during His
Passion. Not only was the pain of her wound extreme, but the wound gave off an
unpleasant odor. This wound remained with her until the end of her life. During
the last four years of her life, the Saint was bedridden, but even then she was a
model of humility and faith. All who visited her during this time were struck by her
patience, her peace, and her joy, despite her great suffering. It is during this time of
sacrifice and suffering that there were many small
miracles worked through Rita’s requests. Once,
when asked if she wanted anything, she asked for a
rose from the garden of her parents. Her request
may seem simple enough to us, but given the fact
that it was January, it was naturally impossible.
Nevertheless, the woman who had asked Rita was
astonished when, returning to Rita’s former home,
she saw a bright rose in the garden there. The
woman picked the rose and presented it to Rita,
who thanked our Lord for this sign of His love. Rita
is often pictured with roses because of this miracle.
Rita’s life leaves much for us to ponder. As John
Paul II said, the message this saint passes on to us is
“a message that flows from her life: humility and
obedience were the path that Rita took to be ever

Pope John Paul II
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more perfectly conformed to the Crucified One. The mark which shines on her forehead is the verification of her Christian maturity. Rita, with Christ and like Christ, goes to the Cross always and only through love. Like her, then, let us turn our eyes and hearts
to Jesus, who died on the Cross and rose for our salvation. It is He, our Redeemer, who makes the family’s mission of unity and
fidelity possible, as he did for this beloved saint, even in moments of crisis and difficulty. And it is He who gives concrete form to
the Christian commitment to building peace by helping them to overcome the conflicts and tensions which unfortunately are so
frequent in daily life.” Pope John Paul II: A Life of Heroic Humility and Obedience – May 20, 2000.
Rita shows us through her great love, suffering and sacrifices that life is worth living and, even more so, Heaven is worth living for.
Rita’s sufferings and struggles ended when she died on May 22, 1457, at the age of 76. At her beatification ceremony in 1627, her
body raised itself up and her eyes opened. Rita was canonized in 1900, and her body is incorrupt to this day. We should find great
strength in Rita’s struggles, but more than that, we should find strength in what God accomplished through her humble and faithful
life. Rita is an example to all of us who struggle through difficulties. Sometimes the sufferings of life seem overwhelming and the
desired goal seems unattainable; the work seems long and the road unending. Sometimes the battle to defend human life and to
change the laws and the culture in our society seems impossible. We must always remember that with God, nothing is impossible.
Speaking to the pilgrims of the Jubilee Year 2000, our late Holy Father, Pope John Paul II, concluded his comments on the life of
Saint Rita of Cascia by saying, “Dear devoted pilgrims, Rita offers her rose to each of you: in receiving it spiritually strive to live as
witnesses to a hope that never disappoints and as missionaries of a life that conquers death.” What a beautiful message of hope
these words and the life of Saint Rita give to all of us involved with the work of Saint Gianna’s and to all who join us in so many
ways in our fight for the dignity of each human life. Saint Rita pray for us!

Saint Gianna’s Wish List

Thank you for your generosity!



Postage stamps



Huggies or Pampers, all sizes



Paper products: paper towels, plates, toilet paper, tin foil, baggies ...



Gift cards for groceries and for the mothers to buy personal items



New septic system, $12,000



Donations for garage and monthly donors



Your continued prayers for the Servants of the Plan of God to be a part of the
mission of Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home. Sister Veronica is shown to the left
with one of the students from the school in Lima, Peru, that the Sisters run for
children with physical handicaps.

Be a part of this pro-life apostolate! We have two positions open; live-in house
mother and a full-time day staff position. Please send your resume to Saint Gianna’s
or call Mary Pat for more details.

“Speak Up For Those Who Cannot Speak Up For Themselves.”

-Proverbs 31:8

The 40 Days for Life continues, now with 40 hours per week of peaceful and prayerful vigil outside the abortion facility in
Fargo. In the past few weeks at least three mothers (and one father!) have changed their minds and hearts and decided to
give life to their unborn child. Your presence at this "clinic" does make a difference. Please join us in defending the most
innocent and helpless in our society; the unborn.
To learn more and to sign up for an hour of peaceful public witness outside the Red River Women's Clinic in Fargo contact: www.40daysforlifend.com, Pregnancy Help Center at 701-284-6601 or phc@polarcomm.com. You may also contact
the Pregnancy Help Center to sign up for the automated phone tree. You would then receive a phone call on the mornings
that abortions are being performed. This would enable you to go to the abortion facility and pray, or, if you cannot physically go there, offer your prayers and sacrifices for the mothers and fathers, and for their babies who are scheduled to die.
The official dates have been set for the 2008 - 40 Days for Life campaign:
Let us be a voice for those who have no voice!
September 24th - November 2nd, please mark your calendars
so you can join us for this special time of prayer and fasting.

June 2008
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Who We Serve
me.”
.”
“Amen, I say, whatever you did to the least of my brethren, you did to me

~Mt 25:40

In the last edition of our newsletter we had an article entitled “Who We Are,” so in this edition we wanted
to tell you about: Who We Serve
The answer is simple: Pregnant women and their children, but there is a lot more to our story. Our home really exists as a
response to abortion, and to give women who find themselves with an unexpected pregnancy an option, especially when their
situation seems desperate. We know that not every mother who has an unexpected pregnancy needs to live at Saint Gianna’s,
but we do know that our very existence gives women an option—a true choice, that is, a choice that they can live with and a choice
their baby can live with.
Since we opened our doors, we have worked with many post-abortive women, women who suffer well into old age because they
made a quick decision to try to circumvent a “problem” they believed was insurmountable to live with. Instead, they added to
their grief through an irreversible decision, one that goes against a mother’s own nature: to kill the child God had entrusted to her.
Visiting with these women who regret their abortions always reveals the same deep sorrow: only too late do they see that the socalled choice to end their child’s life has diminished their own freedom and dignity. Abortion never enhances human dignity and
freedom, but only diminishes it. Saint Gianna’s exists to give women real choices and options for those who want to embrace
them. We offer these women a chance to change their lives, in spite of the dilemmas they find themselves in. Our work at St.
Gianna’s consists simply in this: to love and serve women and their unborn children in their time of need.
One of the things that has always been a part of the work of Saint Gianna’s is to pray and give witness in defending the unborn,
especially outside of the abortion facility in Fargo. Since the 40 Days for Life began last fall, we have made every effort to travel
at least once a week from Warsaw to Fargo to prayerfully witness to life in front of the abortion facility. We have all shared in this
work of love—our staff, our residents, our board members and our volunteers. What one witnesses outside this place on a day
when abortions are being performed is sad indeed. On mornings when the facility is open, one sees between 18 and 25 women,
along with a “friend” or relative, enter the facility. The following are a few of the situations we encountered in just the past month.
One boyfriend cried as his girlfriend’s mother took her inside for an abortion, while another girl sobbed as her boyfriend pushed
her ahead of him. As one mother went inside, she told us that this was her fifth baby and she couldn’t handle the ones she had.
When we asked yet another girl if there was any way we could help her, she replied, “No, not if my dad raped me.” Still another
woman told us she had cervical cancer and so was aborting her baby. Sometimes passersby told us to ‘get a job’ or they
responded in anger, using language we cannot print. And then there were those who just looked at us, remaining silent in their
anguish and fear. There are so many who cannot see any way out of their crisis except to have an abortion. They believe that their
only choice or solution is the death the abortion facility offers in response to their dilemma.
Those who go through with an abortion do not put an end to their struggles by putting an end to the life of their unexpected child.
In fact, because abortion is an act against the very nature of the human person, against the way God had created us to nurture and
love the life He creates, post-abortive women continue to suffer—although in a different way—from the very crisis they tried to rid
themselves of through abortion. God does forgive and time helps to heal, and these post-abortive women come to recognize true
problems and true solutions for what they are. Rejecting or denying life is always a problem, and supporting life through love and
sacrifice is always a viable solution, and one that turns what seems impossible into the best kinds of blessing for all.
This is the reason for the existence of Saint Gianna’s Home. These are the people we want to help. As the life of Saint Rita demonstrates to us (pages 1 - 3), there are often uncertainties in this life, and the Cross is always present. There is sorrow in the hearts
of many mothers who come here. They are afraid and uncertain of their future. They need a place and a chance to learn of God’s
love and mercy, often for the first time in their lives. They need time to begin to understand His plans for them and their unborn
child. What a privilege it is for us at Saint Gianna’s to work with God’s precious children, and what a gift it is to have those who
support our apostolate and make this ministry possible. Amen, I say, whatever you did to the least of my brethren, you did to me.
I pray that you receive many blessings for your kindness in assisting the work of Saint Gianna’s.

 Some residents’ situations and circumstances are confidential; others are happy to share their stories, especially with those
who support the work of Saint Gianna's. The excerpts on the following page are from interviews conducted by Joan Schanilec,
board member and case worker, with some of our current and former residents.

“In humility we must accept our self - just as we are; in charity, we must accept and love our neighbor just as he is;
in abandonment, we must accept God’s will just as things happen to us, and just as He would have us act.”
by M. Eugene Boylan, “This Tremendous Lover”
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Crissy - 16 years old and current resident
Crissy delivered Gracie on January 5, 2008, and lovingly placed her for adoption. Since St. Gianna’s
also provides care for women after delivery, Crissy continues to live at the Home and attends Minto
High School.
Crissy says: “My life has definitely changed since living at St. Gianna’s Home! After coming here, my
eyes were opened to God and His love for me. Since I’ve been here, I have been baptized and confirmed. Now I’m living every day for Him. What I like the most about living here is the support I get.
Everyone I have met through the Gianna Home has been so nice and given me encouragement.
They’re always here for me no matter what. My favorite times are when everyone gets together and
we play games, make projects or just go for a walk. The best times are when everyone is just having
fun and laughing!”

Crissy

Augustine - 17 years old and current resident
Augustine came to St. Gianna’s Maternity Home in February. She is attending Minto High School and
is awaiting the birth of her baby boy in July.
Augustine says: “I was vey lonely when I first came to St. Gianna’s Home. I missed my mom,
grandma, sisters, and friends a lot. After a while I got to know everybody better – the other pregnant
women and the people who work here. Now I like it here. I like the classes we have where I learn
about my pregnancy. And I like when we play games together, like Uno, and go to Grand Forks together to go shopping and out to eat.”
Kate - 19 years old and current resident
Katie came to St. Gianna’s Maternity Home from Wyoming and is preparing for the birth of her baby
in October. While living at the Home, she is taking online college courses to further her education.

Augustine

Kate says: “Since living at the Gianna Home, I have been getting back into my faith. When I was 16
years old, I pulled away from the Church because I thought it interfered with my life. I wanted to do
life my way, not God’s way. I now realize that my way was so much harder. I understand so much
more about my faith now. I once thought that it was just a bunch of “have to” rules. Now I realize
how beautiful faith is and I want to put everything into God’s hands. When I got pregnant, my whole
life changed. I believe that God blessed me with this baby, and I quit doing everything that was
harmful to me and my baby. I came to St. Gianna’s because I wanted to for the sake of my baby. It
has also helped me a lot to live here in a supportive environment with other pregnant women who
are facing the same sorts of problems that I am. I am not alone.”
Becky - 26 years old and former resident
Becky lived at St. Gianna’s during the pregnancy and birth of her daughter. Becky lives nearby and
keeps in contact with the Home through phone calls and visits.

Kate

Becky says: “Before coming to St. Gianna’s Home and before the birth of my child, I hung around
with a bad crowd and was making bad decisions. I lived a wild life and didn’t care about much.
Sometimes at the Gianna Home, I was so bored and felt ‘stir crazy’. It turned out that being bored
and ‘stir crazy’ was probably what helped me the most. I didn’t have to be on the run all the time. It
was quiet and the pace was slower. I had time to think and to make decisions. I have become more
family-oriented since living at the Gianna Home. Family life was role modeled to me there. I liked
hanging out with the other women at the Home and with the staff, especially Mary Pat and Debbie.
We had fun laughing, talking, cooking, and watching movies. Now I do more things with my own
family. We talk more, go for walks and play outside.”
Becky, Kira & Jemma

Shanna - 21 years old and former resident
Shanna is the mother of Geianna, the first baby born at St. Gianna’s Maternity Home in 2005. After
leaving the Home, Shanna attended and graduated from Moorhead Tech and now lives and works in
Grand Forks. She and her daughters visit the Home on holidays and special occasions.
Shanna says: “Living at the Gianna Home gave me faith and hope for my family’s future and pointed
me in a drastically more positive direction in my life. I just want to say that I am very grateful that I
was able to live in such a wonderful place, in a safe and non-judgmental environment. Whenever
there was something that I needed, Mary Pat and others would lend a hand, give encouragement and
unconditional love. Each woman and child who comes to the Home receives this. Everyone there
treats you like family and cares about you and your children.”
Shanna, Kassity & Geianna

June 2008
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In loving memory of...
+Dr. John Goven by Deacon Arlie & Pat Braunberger
+Veronica Steinbrook, Alexina Amiot by Betty Brouillet
+Charles Trudel by Laurence & Jean Charbonneau
+Kate Burg by Patrick & Mary Corrigan
+ William Thadd Cowger by Dr Phyllis Cowger, Robert & Judy
Cowger

You and your
intentions will be
remembered in the
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass
celebrated each
first Saturday
of the month.

+Dan Praska by Margaret Dub, John & Dawn Miller, Kevin & Julie
Zikmund, Rod & Joan Schanilec, JD & Marlys Miller

+Lyle Mondry by John & Dawn Miller, John & Alice Sevigny,
Craig & Mary (Donelan) Fields, Don & Susan Barclay,
Rod & Joan Schanilec, Jared & Robbyne Sands

+Agnes Krile by Margaret Dub

+Brian Mack by Grant & Jackie Shaft

+Margaret Gourde by Hilary & Evelyn Feltman

+Ronald McLeod by Michael Steidl

+Teresa Peyerl by Pat Fritel

+Laverna Harold by Harold & Laverna Stroklund

+Dorothy Sehler by Richard & Carol Gerszewski

+Helen Kremer by Kevin & Ronda Throener

+Nicolas Jonk by Norm & Sue Goehring, Bart & Irene Hankey,
Tim & Jacqi Zikmund, Kevin & Julie Zikmund

+Donna Ellenson by Elvern Vanyo

+Lila Cochrane, Ed Quick, Vivian Joas, Berniece Law by
Clinton & Angela Hoggarth
+Margaret Gourde by Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski,
Silas & Connie Rawls, John & Alice Sevigny
+Zack Shockman, Dora Haberman by Alan & Ruby Gramlow
+Ann Heidt by Phil & Dorothy Huck
+Rosemary Kennelly, Diane Anderl by Walter & Renee Johnson
+Ann Egeland by Leroy & Judy Kamrowski

+Julia Leingang by Ed & Joy Wesolowski
+Edward Novak, Melvin Wippler, Juel Smestad by Tim & Jacqi
Zikmund
+Tobyn Edward Zimprich by Randy & Lori Zimprich,
Tim & Ellen Zimprich
+Pam Hodek by Phillip & Irene Steffan
+Dorothy Pribula by Lucille Vacek
+Pat Vacek by Mert Engelhardt

+Richard Komprood by Matt & Sarah Komprood

+Mary Ann McCambridge, George Chyle, Pat O’Donnell by
Kevin & Julie Zikmund

+Ludvik Kotrba by Amos & Jeanne Kotrba

+Spike by Carla McKelvey

+Francis Kraemer by Phil & Laurie Kraemer

+Paul & Delores Ferrie by David & Becky Elbert

+Mrs. Gardner by Maribeth Kuznia

+Gabriel & Lorraine Hager by William & Sharon Sauvageau

+Bernard Kramer, Palma Stromsodt, Don Peitz, Elmo “Bud” Ressler,
Virgil Godfredson, Erling Skaufel by George & Sharon Maertens

+Janette Jones, Betty Ebertowski, Ambrose Joseph Berenz by
Mary Pat Jahner

+William & Grace McGurran, Ves & Mary Newark, Agres & Mary Krile
by Mike & Rae Ann McGurran

+Gertie Stansbery by Chris & Julie Kaspari, David & Sally Kaspari

+Phil Huck by Paul & Barb Loegering, Ken & Vickie Sims, Randy & Lori Zimprich, Stella Green, Mary Pat Jahner, St. Gianna’s
Maternity Home, Kathy Meland, Richard & Nancy Strom, Duane & Gayle Noraker, Joseph & Elizabeth Richards, David & Rebecca
Burchill, Frank & Laura Biggers, Joseph & Yvonne Rock, Brad & Mary Kay Starry, Marian Eucharistic Congress, Ted & Peg Gietzen
In our last newsletter we printed the following quote by Henry Hyde:
“When the time comes as it surely will, when we face that awesome moment, the final judgment, I’ve often thought, as Fulton Sheen wrote, that
it is a terrible moment of loneliness. You have no advocates, you are there alone standing before God and a terror will rip through your soul
like nothing you can imagine. But I really think that those in the pro-life movement will not be alone. I think there will be a chorus of voices
that have never been heard in this world but are heard beautifully and clearly in the next world and they will plead for everyone who has
been in this movement. They will say to God, ‘Spare him because he loved us,’ and God will look at you and say not, ‘Did you succeed?’ but
‘Did you try?’” ~Henry Hyde (American Statesman, d. 2007)
Shortly after it came out, I saw Phil Huck at Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral. He asked me to send him 50 copies of our newsletter so that he
could distribute it to the Knights of Columbus. He said he especially wanted to point out this quote. Phil died on May 19th. These words
must give great consolation to his family. For many years, Phil was a faithful and heroic witness for life outside the abortion clinic. His
witness is a beautiful example for all of us to follow. May his soul and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest
in peace. ~Mary Pat Jahner
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Memorials continued...

+Louie Foertsch by Don & Kairouan Moffet
+Helen Kosbab by Dale & Sandra Nystrom
+Thomas Sather by Sherry Rekken
+Milton Rheault, Denise Wheeler, Irene Boyle, Ernest Dubord,
Kenneth Gibbon by Norman & Joan Rheault
+Mary Meyers by Lynn & Donna Roberts
+Dorothy Ivesdal, Irene Silewski by John & Alice Sevigny

In thanksgiving...
Shari Maasjo by Deacon Arlie & Pat Braunberger
Birth of Maria Catherine Fritel by Pat Fritel
Claudio Castiglioni by Grant & Jackie Shaft
Father J Fallon, Father D Hils by Anonymous
Carla & Brent by Terry & Margo Soltvedt
To the Blessed Virgin Mary & St. Joseph for answered prayers
by Darrin & Dina Muggli Family
Drs. Dan & Katie Schmelka by Grant & Jackie Shaft

+Jim & Colleen Sexton by James & Mary Beth Sexton

In celebration of...

In honor of...

Sidney Elizabeth Neameyer’s Confirmation & First Holy
Communion by Walter & Renee Johnson, Mary Pat
Jahner

Father Scott Sauther’s birthday by Barbara Johnson
David & Sally Kaspari by Chris & Julie Kaspari
Our parish priests of Grand Forks and North Dakota by
Mike & Rae Ann McGurran
Father Terry Dodge’s 50th birthday by Sherry Rekken
Michael & Rae Ann McGurran’s 50th wedding anniversary by
Terry & Mary Ann McKenna
Monsignor Robert McCarthy’s 50th anniversary ordination by
Willis & Suz Samson
Steven & Lee Riske, Herman & Leona Schuster by
Roger & Sandy Schuster
Lori Sims Dosmann by Fred & Jane Wirth
Dorothy Ramsey’s 72nd birthday by Tim & Jacqi Zikmund
Lynae, Lucas Klocke, Johnny Klocke, Connor’s 4th birthday by
John & Jan Klocke
Ted & Marian Appel’s 49th wedding anniversary by
Don & Mary Schott
Warren’s birthday by Larry Rieke
Steven & Annella Winger by Brent & Amy Lahr
Jeff Day by Thomas & Brenda Laylock
Roberta Johnson by the members of MACH
Margaret Marvin by Paul & Maureen Marvin
Father Lawrence Haas’ retirement by Rod & Joan Schanilec
Father Kurtis Gunwall’s priestly ordination by Rod & Joan
Schanilec, Mary Pat Jahner
Reverend Mr. Russ Kovash deaconate ordination by Mary Pat
Jahner
Bishop James Conley’s episcopal ordination by Darrin & Dina
Muggli, Mary Pat Jahner

Doreen Vangerud by Tom & Mary Geffre
Alice Sevigny by Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski
Frank Jahner’s 90th birthday by Wayne & Vangie Link,
Mary Pat Jahner
Birth of Chloe Elizabeth Boll by Keith & Gina Mykleseth
Episcopal Bishop Jeffrey Steenson on his entrance into full
communion with the Roman Catholic Church by
Grant & Jackie Shaft
Kelsey Lerew’s birthday by Randy & Lori Zimprich
Hannah Halverson’s 6th birthday, Ryan & Rose Rea marriage,
Julie Samson’s graduation from Ave Maria University by
Rod & Joan Schanilec
A healthy baby born in May, and placed for adoption
Birth of Kyle Mark Jahner, birth of Mary Isabel Traynor by
Mary Pat Jahner
Birth of Clare Gianna, Jaxon’s 2nd birthday, Gracie Raylynn’s birth,
Crissy’s Baptism, First Holy Communion, Confirmation by
Jared & Robbyne Sands, Mary Pat Jahner
Easter Joy
Crissy was baptized by Father John Kleinschmidt
at the Easter Vigil Mass. She is pictured here with
her sponsor, Robbyne Sands.
“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace in believing, that you may abound in hope
and in the power of the Holy Spirit.”
~Romans 15:13

Special intentions...
By Brian Beaton
For the Hamre Family by Brent & Genevieve Family
By Mary Osowski

By Keith & Nadine Schaefbauer
Sharon Riskey’s 60th birthday by Mary Pat Jahner
Father Damian Hils, Father Joseph Christensen’s anniversary of By Grant & Jackie Shaft
priestly ordination, Father Bob Cronin S.O.L.T. 25th
For Anne, Kathleen, Dennis by Joyce Gagnon
anniversary of priestly ordination by Mary Pat Jahner
For Meredith & Mark Hollcraft by Barbara Johnson
June 2008
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Maria Bernadette
September 9, 2007
Daughter of Darrin & Dina Muggli

Within the past year, we have
celebrated not only the births of our
residents’ children, but also the
births of three baby girls to three of
our board members. The Mugglis
and the Sands both welcomed their
fifth baby, and the Traynors
welcomed their first child
(Mary Isabel, March 1, 2008,
daughter of Dan and Tricia Traynor;
photograph not available).

Clare Gianna
March 14, 2008
Daughter of Jared & Robbyne Sands

“Every good and perfect gift is from above.” ~James 1:17

Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home
15605 County Road 15
Minto, ND 58261
701-248-3077 or 877-701-3077
www.saintgiannahome.com
saintgiannahome@hotmail.com
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