
Italian). It was only by custom  
that he was called Francisco, and 
that because he was born                     
in France of a French mother             
who had returned home to her 
relatives during the days of her 
confinement. After his birth, she 
returned to Italy and with her              
husband reared the future saint.

Our own patroness clearly had 
many of the same qualities as 
Saint Francis, but two in particular 
come to mind. In the first place, 
both were compelled by a great 
love for the poor and the weak.  As 
a young woman, Gianna was very 
much involved in Catholic                       
Action. Although the present-day 
world is not as familiar with this 
apostolate of the Church, Catholic 
Action marked the lives of a great 
many Catholics in the Western 
world during the first part of the 
twentieth century, no doubt in part 
because the mission and work of 
this group was comprised almost 
exclusively of the lay faithful of the 
Church.

Gianna herself organized a group 
of girls committed to being true 
apostles of Christ, organizing 
weekly meetings to discuss topics 
such as prayer, grace, and the 

Eucharist.   Some of the advice she gave 
the young ladies shared in the spirit of St. 
Francis.  She told the women: “Our task is 
to make the truth visible and lovable                
in ourselves, offering ourselves as an 
attractive and, if possible, heroic                          
example.”  She used to tell them, “talk 
alone does not attract, but making things 
visible does.”  This sounds like something 
Saint Francis himself might have said to 
his brother monk on the way back home!

Secondly, the life of Saint Gianna was full 
of joy, a great and pervasive joy that 

On Saint Francis, Saint Gianna and the Mission of this HomeOn Saint Francis, Saint Gianna and the Mission of this HomeOn Saint Francis, Saint Gianna and the Mission of this Home
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he asked one of his brother monks to go and 
preach with him.  The two walked together 
through the town, then turned to go back 
home.  The brother asked Francis when they 
were going to preach, to which Francis      
replied that they just had.

October 4th is celebrated as the feast of Saint 
Francis. Are we to believe that it is merely an 
accident that on that date in 1922 our own 
patroness, Saint Gianna, was born? There 
are no coincidences with God. Gianna even 
bears the same name as Francis. As an 
infant, he was christened, "John" (Gian in 

On September 14, 1224, high 
atop Mount Verna, Saint Francis 
of Assisi received the stig-
mata. It was the Feast of the 
Exa l t a t ion  o f  t he  Ho l y 
Cross. There, our Blessed Lord 
taught the povarello the secrets 
of the cross, secrets learned only 
at the cross. It must have been 
an exercise of profound 
love. Francis was ready for 
it. He had spent his life loving.

We know him as perhaps the 
most popular saint among both 
Catholics and non-Catholics 
alike. His own life seemed to 
mirror that of the Savior's in so 
many ways, especially in its    
simplicity and love for the 
poor. Saint Francis had a way of 
making those around him feel 
loved by God regardless of their 
difficulties or the circumstances 
of their lives. He radiated the joy 
of one who is deeply in love with 
God. Extremely kind and gentle 
in personality, Saint Francis not 
only touched many people in his 
lifetime, but his spirituality               
also continues to transform   
people from all walks of life even 
to this day.  Saint Francis 
teaches us, not in volumes of 
books, but through his example 
and holiness of life.  Many centuries after 
his life, we are still learning from his exam-
ple.  The story is still told of how one day 
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Prayer of  Saint Francis of  AssisiPrayer of  Saint Francis of  Assisi

marked her whole life and  
ministry of caring for and                 
healing others.  Even now, 
years after her death, when 
reading about her interactions 
with others and the genuine 
interest she had for each and 
every person she encountered, 
we cannot help but receive 
something of that same joy - as 
if the joy Gianna communicated 
to those around her were still 
coming through the pages that 
tell her story.  We encounter 
this joy especially in her en-
couragement to mothers who 
came to see her for medical 
assistance. No doubt part of 
her fruitfulness for Christ lay in 
the fact that she was such a 
good, kind and careful           
listener.

At Saint Gianna's Maternity Home, we hope to imitate the love and the joy of both Saint 
Francis and Saint Gianna.  Our Lord has given us the privilege of caring for some of the 
poorest, most vulnerable and most destitute women and children in our state; therefore, 
our goal is to be unfailing in showing them the great love which Our Savior has for each 
of them, body and soul. We hope that in our own little way we can teach them, in the 
spirit of Saint Francis and Saint Gianna, the beauty of God's love and mercy.

Please join us in this mission to save babies and to build families, and, in doing so, to 
help heal so much brokenness in the world. We are thankful for your help in healing        
the wounds of sin and working to usher in a greater outpouring of God’s grace upon His 
poor, the povarellos of our own time and place.  The saints are saints because they 
made themselves poor so that others might become rich with the fullness of Christ.

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;

where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;

where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;

and where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console;

to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

Our patroness Saint Gianna Berretta Molla,                                                                        
born October 4, 1922, on the Feast of Saint Francis of Assissi
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40 Days for Life40 Days for Life                                                  
September 26th to November 4th, 2007

Unite with the nation wide campaign; join 89 cities in 33 
states for the largest simultaneous pro-life mobilization in 
history. “40 Days for Life” is a pro-life campaign “to raise aware-
ness, save lives, bring healing, and prepare America for the beginning 
of the end of abortion.” 
The 40 days for life campaign is made up of three key                  
components:

 Prayer and Fasting
 Peaceful vigil outside abortion facilities                                  

(The state of North Dakota has only one abortion 
facility – located in Fargo) 

 Community outreach

In a letter posted on the Diocese of Fargo web site, September 13, 
2007, Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila, Bishop of Fargo, encourages the 
faithful to participate in the national, ecumenical “40 Days for Life.” 

In the letter Bishop Aquila reminds readers of the words of John 
Paul II in The Gospel of Life: “the life of every individual, from its very beginning, is part of God’s plan.” The 
bishop then continues in his own words, “Think about what these words express. A definite plan exists in 
the heart of God for every human life – your life, my life, the life of every child growing within the womb  
of its mother. Knowing these words are true, how can we be silent when unborn children are killed 
through abortion, every week, within our own diocese?”

“Each day people who are active in pro-life efforts pray for those considering abortion, educate the public 
about the abortion crisis, and do other good works to protect the lives of unborn children,” the bishop 
writes. “I commend them and thank them. Those efforts save lives and change hearts. They help to keep 
abortion numbers low in North Dakota.”

“But low numbers are not enough,” he continues. “Not even one abortion per week is acceptable. Not 
one per month. Not one per year. Not one in our lifetime.”

The letter to the faithful continues, “God has called us to put an end to abortion in the state of 
North Dakota. He does not call us to do what is impossible, but to proclaim the gift of life 
and to build a civilization of truth and love.” 

The Board of Directors and the Staff of Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home ask you to prayerfully consider 
how you may join in this great effort, no matter what your state in life and no matter where you live.                
Last year the total abortions done legally in North Dakota were 1,298.  These are 1,298 precious               
Children of God who were never able to take their first breath. WE MUST SPEAK UP FOR THEM!

To learn more and to sign up for an hour of peaceful public witness outside the Red River Women’s Clinic 
in Fargo contact:  www. 40daysforlifend.com, Pregnancy Help Center at 701-284-6601 or 
phc@polarcomm.com

“Speak up for those who cannot speak up for themselves.” “Speak up for those who cannot speak up for themselves.” “Speak up for those who cannot speak up for themselves.” ~Proverbs 31:8

Bishop Samuel Aquila holding the first baby 
born at Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home.
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When we began the work of establishing Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home back in 2001, it was always     
our clear intention and desire to have sisters as an integral part of this apostolate.  In fact, we hoped and 
prayed that God would send us sisters who would eventually run the home.  The building that is now   
Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home was originally built in 1920 and run by the Sisters of the Resurrection,  
who established a convent and boarding school under the patronage of St. Anthony.  It has been a great  

blessing to the community to have the convent reopened and used again (the school closed in 1971), although the absence                    
of sisters remains to this day.   

Father Damian Hils (founder and former pastor of St. Stanislaus Church in Warsaw) had his parishioners praying for the                  
return of sisters to Warsaw well before the thought of Saint Gianna’s Home was conceived.  As soon as the Maternity Home 
began  to take form, all staff and board members also began praying and offering the Visitation decade of the rosary daily for 
this very intention: that God would send us a religious community.  Each spring we have continued to send out requests to 
various orders, inquiring whether their community might be called by God to serve the mission of our home.  Then we would 
wait and pray some more.  This year, with Bishop Aquila’s assistance, we 
again sent out a number of letters, and the Servants of the Plan of God 
responded with warm interest and love in their hearts!

In the early morning hours of the Feast of Saint Monica, Sr. Elizabeth           
Sanchez and Sr. Veronica Aguilar, Servants of the Plan of God,                       
arrived in Warsaw for a visit.  We spent three delightful, but very busy,   
days together.  Their presence lifted the hearts and spirits of everyone                   
they met.  Their founder (who is still living) sent them to Warsaw because      
of the picture of the Visitation in our chapel that greeted them on the front 
page of the information we sent them.  Their mission—which is described 
on the next page of our newsletter—is rooted in the same beautiful mystery 
of the rosary we’ve also pondered in our hearts as we’ve petitioned the Lord 
to send us help.  Sister Elizabeth and Sister Veronica have now returned to 
Peru, where they will present our apostolate in detail to their  founder and 
the other founding sisters.  Then they will pray and wait for God to speak: 
As soon as God speaks, “they go in haste,” bringing Christ wherever He 
sends them.

We are asking all of our faithful supporters to join us in praying that 
God will send us sisters soon, religious who can further the vision            
of the St. Gianna’s Maternity Home.  Perhaps the Servants of the Plan 
of God will be that special answer to so many prayers! The Visitation Chapel at Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home

                                                A Hopeful VisitA Hopeful Visit



The following information about the Sisters is from their website:                                       
http://www.siervasdelplandedios.org/eng/index.htm

The Servants of the Plan of God from Peru is a foundation that the Holy Spirit 
raised in answer to the world’s needs in this Third Millennium. We consecrate 
ourselves to God through full apostolic availability, living in community, and 
giving ourselves to a service of evangelization and solidarity, especially for 
the sick and needy. We seek to live our apostolate by preaching the Gospel 
to everyone and showing with our own lives the path that the Lord Jesus 

shows us. We wear a habit that identifies us so that in this apostolic service and charitable work we carry, out our  explicit support 
of the faith of the Church and its mission may be recognized.

We were born from the heart of the Sodalit Family, whose spirituality received the approval of Pope John Paul II. We were 
founded by Luis Fernando Figari, and we have the grace of still having him among us. We form part of this large spiritual family
which arose in 1971 and is now present in numerous countries in America, Europe and Asia. During this time, God has blessed     
us with vocations from many countries. This is a sign for us that we are called to share our service to the needy within an interna-
tional perspective. 

OUR MISSION   “Prayer for life and apostolate, life and apostolate made prayer.” 
We, Servants of the Plan of God, seek to live our lives following the example of the Blessed Virgin Mary when she visits her 
cousin Elizabeth. Like Mary, the Servants are prompt in reaching out to those who are in need, letting ourselves be led by charity, 
and bearing the Gospel's message. We want to live charity intensely, with special attention to our brothers and sisters who suffer, 
to those who are weak, fragile, sick, poor, or needy. Our priority areas of service are:                                                                                                                              
HEALTH                                                                                                                                                                                               
In different health centers, especially in the poorest areas, we care for the sick. At the same time we seek to give testimony of 
Christian joy and hope and give company to those brothers and sisters who are sick or suffering from an illness or incapacity.                                                                                                                               
EDUCATION                                                                                                                                                                                           
We provide Christian education and instruction to the needy and poor, announcing the Good News of the Lord Jesus, and                  
faithfully transmitting the faith of the Church.                                                                                                                                                  
INSTRUCTION IN THE FAITH                                                                                                                                                                              
We support evangelization through the care and administration of centers of instruction of the faith of the Church, as well as 
houses for retreats and spiritual exercises.
HUMAN PROMOTION
We live a loving solidarity with the needy by developing assistance and human promotion projects that are carried out in the 
evangelical spirit and according to the social teaching of the Church.
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            Servants of the Plan of God Servants of the Plan of God Servants of the Plan of God ~~~ By Faith, with CharityBy Faith, with CharityBy Faith, with Charity

Sister Elizabeth Sanchez pictured 
above, Sister Veronica Aquilar    

pictured to the right. 
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The annual diocesan Eucharistic procession Walk with Christ for Life is scheduled for Respect Life Sunday, October 
7th, 2007. The day’s events will begin with Holy Mass at Noon, Cathedral of St. Mary, 604 Broadway, Fargo, ND. A 
Eucharistic procession will follow to the state’s only abortion facility and conclude with Benediction at the Cathedral. 
This is a peaceful and prayerful public witness of our commitment to the sanctity of human life. Please join us for this 
important day of prayer for the most vulnerable in our society – the unborn. This event is sponsored by the Fargo 
Diocese Respect Life Office. For more information contact Rachelle at 701-356-7910.

We encourage our readers to see this movie which won the People’s Choice Award at the Toronto Film Festival in 2006. The 
gently stated pro-life theme is sure to touch many hearts. bella is a true love story that shows how one day in New York City 
changed three people’s lives forever.

The movie bella, which is set to release nationwide at the end of October, has received many positive reviews from secular, 
Christian, and pro-life groups, including the Knights of Columbus. 

Supreme Knight Carl Anderson gives the following recommendation: “I urge all of our members and their families to support 
this film because it gives us a unique opportunity to advance the very goals and principles that the Knights were founded 
upon — faith, family and the dignity of human life. With bella, we have an incredible opportunity to reach people that may 
not otherwise ever hear the Catholic message of life and love, and truly make a significant impact in fostering a culture of life 
in this country.” 

Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home and the Diocese of Fargo Respect Life Office is sponsoring a promotional screening of the 
movie bella after the Walk with Christ for Life on October 7th. This private screening is for those in leadership positions of 
churches or organizations and is for adults only. It is hoped that these leaders would then encourage others to see the movie
or to sponsor a bella movie event in their area. For more information about this Promotional Screening please contact Joan 
Schanilec by email joanjrs@hotmail.com, or call 701-248-3930 (home), or 701-360-2499 (cell). 

Walk with Christ for LifeWalk with Christ for Life

...a truly beautiful movie

bella
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+JOHN “JACK” FRITZ by Dick & Marie Bellerud, Larry &             
Margaret Fritz, Neil & Mona Little, Don & MJ Sweeney,      
Darrell & Betty Menholt, Kurt & Barbara Witteman, HL       
Seefeld, Alphe & Gloria Rheault, James & Bonita Faller

+DONALD S. PETRY by Gary & Becky Wald, Philip & Carol        
Backstrom, Delores Wentz, Steve & Annette Hoornaert, 
Doug & Jane Arnston, Pam Arne, Mona Rohrer, Brad & 
Wendy Arne, Wayne & Patty Rasmuson, Dorothy Lynne, 
Faye, Perry & Kelly Glover, Charles & Marion Eldredge,    
Todd & Nately Beuhler, Kevin & Lisa Koch, Alf & Agnes                  
Dybing

+DONALD L. HUFFMAN, JOSIE KOLSRUD, MAYNARD AULTMAN 
by Gary & Becky Wald

+JOHN DESAUTEL by Dick & Marie Bellerud, Dan & Delores 
Burianek

+BERNADINE GEORGER by Alvin & Claudia Brandt
+WILLARD SCHROEDER by Dan & Delores Burianek
+HARRY NELSON by Laurence & Jean Charbonneau
+BARBARA CHYLE by Margaret Dub
+ISADORE & AURELIA ROLIZYNSKI, GRANDMA by Donald &   

Annette Ebbighausen
+HENRY BYZEWSKI by Hilary & Evelyn Feltman
+JULIAN GREMBOWSKI by Roger & Yvonne Feltman
+ED FRITEL by Pat Fritel, 
+ARLENE RESLOCK, EVA HEISLER, MEL TRUDEL by Pat Fritel
+CLAYTON SYMINGTON by Sean & Julie Hjelle
+WJ ROTH by William & Kathryn Hrdlicka
+CHUCK JOHNSON by Ramona Johnson
+ED KLEIN by Joe & Debby Karas
+ARDALE FUNDINGLAND by Amos & Jeanne Kotrba
+WALTER & MARY ROHMAN by their family
+FRANCIS ANTON, ROBERT STAHL by George & Sharon 

Maertens
+DECEASED MEMBERS OF CHRIS & LARRY BURD FAMILY,      

PATRICK & MIRIAM RUDDY by Mike & Rae Ann McGurran
+GERTRUDE CARLSON, TONY RICHARD, DAN DUBORD by        

Norman & Joan Rheault
+LAWRENCE WESTRUM by Marian Samson
+BABY HANNAH GRACE MERRILL by Jared & Robbyne Sands
+ALPHONSE & ANNA SCHILDBERGER by Jerry & Joanne Sandy
+JOHN GANGE by Leo & Ruth Schaeffer
+CONRAD GEORGE, AUGUST VANYO, MOM & DAD by Dale & 

Theresa Telle
+ERWIN KARGEF, NORMAN HAUGEN, JANICE OLSON by Gary & 

Becky Wald
+HELEN HARRIS by Ed & Joy Wesolowski
+ALBERT JOSEPH ZENDER & CATHERINE ZENDER by Al & Sue 

Zender
+FATHER HECTOR by Sean Mulligan
+FAMILY OF HESTER DEPLAZES by Virginia Eisenzimmer
+MR. & MRS. MIKE SENGER, JACK & KATHERINE STEFFAN by 

Phillip & Irene Steffan                                                  
+MERLIN COLLETTE by Wally & Ione DeSautel

Special intentions...Special intentions...

In thanksgiving...In thanksgiving...

In celebration of...In celebration of...

In honor of...In honor of...

In loving memory of...In loving memory of... You and your                        
intentions will be               

remembered in the 
Holy Sacrifice of the 

Mass celebrated                
each first Saturday             

of the month.

Frances “Willie” Griffith’s 98th birthday by Merton & Judy 
Beaudrie

Sister Lenore Paschke’s 50th anniversary by Hilary & Evelyn 
Feltman, Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski

Birth of Lane Matthew Glende by Gary & Rosemary Fisher
Pete & Mary Ellen Naaden’s 60th wedding anniversary by Daniel 

& Jeanne Flaherty
Dale & Betty Fargo’s 50th wedding anniversary by Pat Fritel
John & Margaret Baxter’s 60th wedding anniversary by Rostislav 

& Kim Hruba
Mary Dougherty’s 90th birthday by Barbara Johnson
Wendy Kallock’s birthday, Herb & Donna Monk’s 50th wedding 

anniversary by Jared & Robbyne Sands
Irene Schanilec’s 75th birthday by family, relatives and friends
Tammy Sogurd’s birthday by Grant & Jackie Shaft
Birth of Simon Frederick Jahner by Al & Sue Zender, Mary Pat 

Jahner
Hannah’s 7th birthday by David & Linda Robichaud
Mary Pat Jahner’s birthday by Todd Burianek, Joan Schanilec, 

Susan Barclay

Mary Lacina by Alan & Ruby Gramlow
Msgr. Neuhaus and Father David Richter, Scott & Christine 

Lynch, Greg & Stacey Paintner by Sean Mulligan

Joan Babinski
Trudy Cicha
Birth of Emma Catherine Fritel by Pat Fritel
Lori Bakken by Grant & Jackie Shaft                                              
Blessings received for my family by Robert B. Neumann                          

Robert B. Neaumann                                                                                      
Brian Beaton                                                                                               
Health of mind & body and for Zach by Silas & Connie Rawls                       
Doug Henke, Deb Henke, Tyson Henke, Justin Henke, Jadon 

Henke, Doug Kappel, Dean Kappel, Matt Magrum, Joe               
Kappel, Amanda Baumgart                                                                                         
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Sister Mary Thomas of the Sisters of the Resurrection 
from Chicago, Illinois, visited our home this past summer. 
Her order originally built the convent and boarding school 
that is now Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home. The sisters 
taught here until the school closed in 1971. They also 
sponsored the altars in our chapel. Sister is shown with 
Geianna, the first resident born here.  

Special Special 

FriendsFriends

One of the great joys of our work is keeping 
in touch with our former residents and their 
children. It is especially fun to see  the little 
ones grow and change. Some mothers and 
their children return to visit on holidays and 
special occasions. Recently Jemma,              
pictured above, returned to celebrate her 
second birthday. Many people enjoyed her 
picture on this back page when she was just                                                
a few months old.  

Love Life!


